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Data in many forms 


Statistics Canada disseminates data in a variety of forms. In addition to publications, both standard and special tabulations 
are offered. Data are available on the Internet, compact disc, diskette, computer printouts, microfiche and microfilm, 
and magnetic tape. Maps and other geographic reference materials are available for some types of data. Direct online 
access to aggregated information is possible through CANSIM, Statistics Canada’s machine-readable database and 
retrieval system. 


How to obtain more information 


Inquiries about this publication and related statistics or services should be directed to: Nathalie Caron, Labour Force 
Survey, Statistics Canada, Ottawa, Ontario, K1A OT6 (telephone (613) 951-4168) or to the Statistics Canada Regional 
Reference Centre in: 


Halifax (902) 426-5331 Regina (306) 780-5405 
Montréal (514) 283-5725 Edmonton (403) 495-3027 
Ottawa (613) 951-8116 Calgary (403) 292-6717 
Toronto (416) 973-6586 Vancouver (604) 666-3691 
Winnipeg (204) 983-4020 


You can also visit our World Wide Web site: http//www.statcan.ca 


Toll-free access is provided for all users who reside outside the local dialling area of any of the Regional Reference 
Centres. 


National enquiries line 1 800 263-1136 
National telecommunications device for the hearing impaired 1 800 363-7629 
Order-only line (Canada and United States) 1 800 267-6677 


How to order publications 


Statistics Canada publications may be purchased from local authorized agents and other community bookstores, the 
Statistics Canada Regional Reference Centres, or from: 


Statistics Canada 

Operations and Integration Division 
Circulation Management 

120 Parkdale Avenue 

Ottawa, Ontario 

K1A OT6 


Telephone: (613) 951-7277 

Fax: (613) 951-1584 

Toronto (credit card only): (416) 973-8018 
Internet: order@statcan.ca 


Standards of service to the public 


To maintain quality service to the public, Statistics Canada follows established standards covering statistical products 
and services, delivery of statistical information, cost-recovered services and services to respondents. To obtain a copy 
of these service standards, please contact your nearest Statistics Canada Regional Reference Centre. 
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Highlights 


The labour market has become a more precarious place 
for young people in the 1990’s. As the gap between 
the youth and overall unemployment rates has grown 
over the nineties, the employment rate for 15-24 year 
olds, at 51.1% in 1996, has fallen more than 11 per- 
centage points since 1989, the year before the reces- 
sion began. Labour market participation for this 
demographic group has also fallen dramatically over 
the same period, dropping over 10 percentage points 
to 61.2%. 


To add to this, almost half of 15-24 year olds who 
do find jobs are now working part-time, compared to 
21% seven years ago. At the same time, however, 
school attendance has improved, especially among 20- 
24 year olds who have fueled greater enrolment in 
post-secondary institutions. While only 52% of 
youths were going to school in 1989, by 1996 this had 
increased to 60%. 


Compared to 1989, students are less likely to be jug- 
gling work and full-time school. Still, 32% of youths 
who were going to school full-time were also working, 
primarily in the business & personal services or retail 
trade industries. In 1996, the average work-week for 
full-time students who had jobs was 14 hours. 
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Fewer students are finding summer jobs. In July 
1989, 69.1% of youths had summer jobs, compared to 
52.1% in the same month in 1996. Over the same 
period, the summer unemployment rate for students 
jumped from 10.1% to 18.4%, despite a large drop in 
summer labour market participation. The quality of 
summer jobs has also suffered, as those who do find 
summer work are much more likely to only find part- 
time work. 


Finally, once students leave school, they are having 
greater difficulty making the transition into the 
workforce. Although increased education has prob- 
ably helped, non-student youths still have a very high 
unemployment rate and the proportion with jobs has 
fallen slightly in the 1990’s. As a result, the school to 
work transition process has grown longer in recent 
years. In 1996, it began around age 16 as youths com- 
bined school and work, and ended around age 23. 
Once non-student youths break into the ranks of the 
employed, they are more likely to be working fewer 
hours than their counterparts in the 1980's, generally 
resulting in poorer pay. 
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The youth labour market: Introduction 


Much attention has been focused on the high unem- 
ployment rate and notable lack of recovery in labour 
market conditions for young people in the nineties. 
There is concern that today’s young people are expe- 
riencing greater difficulty gaining entry to the labour 
market than did previous generations. Moreover, a 
growing proportion of those who manage to secure 
jobs may do so on a temporary basis, earn low wages, 
and have little access to benefits and promotion 
opportunities. Under such conditions, these young 
workers may be quickly sidelined by any reorganiza- 
tion or downsizing, and today’s difficulties may affect 
future prospects throughout their working careers. 


Continuous monitoring of the labour market condi- 
tions faced by Canada’s youngest workers is impor- 
tant for those concerned with intergenerational equity, 
social cohesion, and prospects for future productivity 
and well-being in an increasingly global and techno- 
logically oriented labour market. 


While they have much in common, youths are not a 
homogenous group in labour market terms. Some are 
fully engaged in school, especially teenagers. But even 
this group can demonstrate strong attachment to the 
labour market, during the school year as well as over 
the summer break, and may gain from these experi- 
ences! 


Generally speaking, those in their early twenties are 
out of the educational system, although a growing pro- 
portion are opting for post-secondary studies. 


Particular attention needs to be paid to those who 
are making the transition from school to work. For 
some, the road is easy but in general youths are find- 
ing it increasingly difficult to secure well-paying, full- 
time career-oriented jobs. 
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In order to capture the diversity of youths and their 
relationship to the labour market, this report is divided 
into the following thematic sections: 


M Population trends 

General labour market conditions 
School attendance 

Juggling work and school 
Summer work 

The school to work transition 


Definitions, data sources and survey methodology 


Appendix: Detailed tables 


Note to Readers: 


Labour Force Update: Youths and the Labour Market 1s 
the first publication in a quarterly series intended to pro- 
vide comprehensive information on current labour market 
issues. Most of the data come from the monthly Labour 
Force Survey, demonstrating the enormous analytical po- 
tential of this major Statistics Canada survey. This series 
also provides an opportunity to bring together relevant 
data from a number of other Statistics Canada programs. 


It is hoped that this publication will be a useful reference 
document for students, those in business, academics, 
policy makers and the general public. 


This publication is a collective effort of the entire staff of 


the Labour Force Survey Sub-Division, with additional 
support provided by numerous people in other divisions 
at Statistics Canada. It ultimately depends, however, on 
the cooperation and time given by those who respond to 
Statistics Canada questionnaires and the interviewers who 
gather the vital information. 


There are a number of topics that are scheduled to be cov- 
ered and updated. They include: youths, the hours peo- 
ple work, a wage profile of Canada’s employees and 
non-standard work. We invite you to assist us in 
determining subsequent update topics of current 
interest. Suggestions and reaction to the edition can be 
addressed by fax to: (613) 951-2869; or by email to: 
levejea@statcan.ca 
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Youth population trends 


Youth population stabilizes in 1990s 


Tracking the population trends of youths has obvious 
importance for education planning and delivery, and 
the design of youth training and employment pro- 
grams. Those concerned with labour market adjust- 
ment and economic policy will require information on 
the relative size of any given youth cohort and its 
potential impact on the demand for entry-level 
jobs. 


M Baby boomers fuelled a rapid increase in the size of 
the youth population (15 to 24 year olds) in the 
1960s and 1970s. As those in the trailing edge of the 
baby boom moved into their late twenties and early 
thirties in the early 1980s, however, the number of 
youths aged 15 to 19 fell sharply. By 1986 the size 
of the 20 to 24 year old cohort also began to decline. 


@ In the early 1990’s, many children of the baby 
boomers became old enough to be of working age. 
This influx stabilized the youth population, and by 
1996 there was a small increase, due to a small rise 
in the number of teenagers. 


Chart 1 
The number of 15 to 19 year olds edges up in the 
nineties 
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Source: Labour Force Survey 
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M These population trends affect the age make-up of 
the working age population. In 1976, three in ten 
persons of working age (15-64) were under 25. In 
1996, youths account for only two in ten, and their 
share is expected to edge down even more over the 
next two decades. 


Chart 2 
Youth share of working age population will continue 
to fall into the next century 
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Source: Labour Force Survey (1976 to 1996). STC, Population Pro- 
Jections, (2001 to 2016) 


While reduced numbers may have the advantage of 
lowering competition for jobs, today’s youth face a 
number of obstacles that were not there for their par- 
ents. 


M First, job creation in the 1990s has not kept up with 
population growth, leaving a larger pool of adults in 
competition for some of the jobs more typically 
occupied by youths. 


M Second, occupational mobility continues to be sti- 
fled for many young labour market entrants since 
the baby boomers, possessing more experience and 
job seniority, and not yet ready for retirement, still 
occupy the lion’s share of middle and upper level 
employment. 


Labour Force Update / 7 


Youth population trends 


Third, youths are likely to be at greater risk in 
today’s climate of restructuring and downsizing, 
since they have not yet built up job seniority or the 
requisite skills. 


The size of the youth population stabilized in the 
early 1990s and began to grow slowly in the last 
couple of years in Prince Edward Island, Alberta, 
Saskatchewan, and Quebec. 


M British Columbia is unique in the strength of the 
recent upturn in the number of youths. Declines in 
the 1980s were less pronounced than in most other 
provinces, and annual growth in the 1990s has been 
strong enough to push the youth population back up 
to its 1982 level. 


Youth population trends by province 


The national population trend for youths is a compos- 
ite of trends at the provincial level. The recent stabil- 
ity in the national estimates is the result of offsetting 
provincial trends. 


@ The number of youths continues to decline in New- 
foundland, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick and Mani- 
toba. 


In Ontario, the number of youths has almost stabi- 
lized, with marginal decreases still noted into 1996. 


Table 1 
Population trends for youths by province (annual averages) 


1996 share of 


working age Change in 

Change population share 

1981 1989 1996 since 1981 (15-64) since 1981 

000s % %o percentage 

points 

Canada 4,775.7 4,011.4 3,951.3 -17.3 19.8 -8.8 
Newfoundland ~ 116.7 107.2 90.5 -22.5 229 -9.4 
Prince Edward Island 23.4 20.3 20.0 -14.5 223 -8.2 
Nova Scotia 160.9 139.8 1275 -20.8 20.5 -9.0 
New Brunswick 1577 LIT 108.1 -21.5 212 -9.2 
Québec 1,291.9 981.9 967.8 -25.1 19.2 -9.3 
Ontario 1,669.8 eo Tia) 1,468.0 -12.1 19.4 -8.4 
Manitoba 186.5 160.9 150.0 -19.6 21 -7.4 
Saskatchewan 180.5 145.1 138.0 -23.5 22.4 -7.5 
Alberta 493.5 379.0 383.5 -22.3 2057 -10.9 
British Columbia 514.8 442.0 497.7 -3.3 19.4 -7.7 


Source: Labour Force Survey 
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Youth population trends 


Chart 3 
Population trends for youths aged 15 to 24, by province 
1976 = 1 


Prince Edward Island 


Newfoundland 


New Brunswick 


Nova Scotia 


1978 1982 1992 1994 


Ontario 
RSS eco oonaotonssnone 


HE AE A ER ST 


Canada 


1978 1992 1994 


Le de Alberta 


Manitoba 
Saskatchewan 


1978 1980 1990 1992 1994 


Source: Labour Force Survey 
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General labour market conditions 


Difficult conditions persist for youths 


Labour market conditions were robust for youths in the 
second half of the eighties, but deteriorated markedly 
in the nineties. 


@ After the recession of 1981-82, a growing propor- 
tion of youths were attracted to the labour market, as 
reflected in a large increase in the participation of 
young women and students. The participation rate 
for youths rose strongly during the expansion, reach- 
ing an annual peak of 70.6% in 1989. 


M Increased labour market activity paid off, as em- 
ployment rates soared for students and non-stu- 
dents alike, and youth unemployment returned to 
the rate of the mid-seventies (11.2%). 


However, the labour market situation began to de- 
teriorate for youths by mid-1989, even before the 
economy as a whole slid into recession. 


MH Between 1989 and 1993, when the youth population 
was stabilizing, youth employment fell by 456,000. 
Weak employment growth in late 1994 and early 
1995 was not sustained, and by December 1996 the 
employment rate for youths slid to 51.1%, more 
than 11 percentage points below the 1989 rate. 


Chart 4 
No recovery in sight for youth employment rates 
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Since 1989 there has also been an unprecedented 
drop in the proportion of youths participating in the 
labour market. 


M While a contraction in labour force activity is typi- 
cal during economic downturns, the ensuing expan- 
sion has failed to attract young people back to the 
labour market. By the end of 1996, the participation 
rate was 61.2%, more than 10 percentage points 
below the January 1989 peak. 


Chart 5 
Youth labour force participation at twenty-year low 
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Source: Labour Force Survey 


@ The proportion of youths participating in the labour 
market has declined so sharply in recent years that 
the adult rate, which has also declined, overtook the 
youth rate in 1993. Since then the gap has grown: the 
December 1996 participation rate was 65.6% for 
adults, compared with 61.2% for youths. (Part of 
this decline can be explained by growth in school 
enrolment. See School Attendance). 


M Labour force participation and employment rates 
have dropped for youths of both sexes, but the 
declines have been somewhat larger for young men. 
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General labour market conditions 


Unemployment rate remains high despite fall 
in labour force participation 


The overall unemployment rate has tended to drift up 
over the last few decades, with the unemployment rate 
for youths consistently higher than that for adults. 


@ This partly reflects the necessity for a period of job 
search as many students need short-term work and 
others look for career-oriented employment upon 
completion of school. It also reflects difficulties 
associated with finding a job as an increasing number 
of youths have never worked before. 


Chart 6 
Unemployment rate for youths consistently higher 
than adult rate 
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Source: Labour Force Survey 


The ratio of the youth unemployment rate to the 
overall rate provides an index of the relative perform- 
ance of youths in the labour market. 


MH Since 1989, the youth/overall unemployment rate 
ratio has grown, reversing the downward trend of 
the eighties. The widening gap in the 1990s reflects 
greater unemployment among young women com- 
pared with their older counterparts. Unemployment 
rates fell somewhat for adults and young men from 
1992 to 1995. The unemployment rate for young 
women, however, did not, remaining around its 
recessionary peak. 


Chart 7 
The ratio of youth to overall unemployment rates 
has edged up in the nineties 
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Source: Labour Force Survey 


M Drops in unemployment rates reflect movement into 
employment and/or labour market exits. The 
decline in the gap during the eighties coincides with 
a period of strong employment growth for youths. In 
the nineties, the stability in the gap for young men, 
and increase for young women has occurred despite 
large withdrawals from the labour force. 


Part-time and moonlighting on the rise 


For youths with jobs, the incidence of part-time em- 
ployment more than doubled between 1976 and 1996, 
from 21% to 46%. Sharp increases in the rate during 
the recession of the early eighties and nineties held in 
the subsequent expansions. 


M This trend partly reflects the growing popularity of 
school, since 90% of both male and female students 
with jobs work part-time. 
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General labour market conditions 


Chart 8 
The proportion of employed youths working part- 
time on upward trend 
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However, part-time work is not necessarily left be- 
hind with the school books. Non-student youths are 
also increasingly likely to work part-time. 


Moonlighting is also on the increase among those 
under 25. 


@ By 1996, 6.8% (139,000) of employed youths held 
more than one job, compared with 4.8% of working 
adults. The higher rate for youths may reflect efforts 
to transform part-time jobs into full-time employ- 
ment. Just over half worked part-time at their main 
job, and for many in this group, total weekly hours 
remained under 30 even with the addition of the 
second job. 


Work experience harder to get 


As the labour market becomes harder to enter, one re- 
sult is that youths, especially teenagers, are less likely 
to have any work experience. Youths may find them- 
selves more likely to be caught in a “no job, no experi- 
ence, no experience no job” cycle. 


M In 1989 just under one in ten youths had never held 
a job. By 1996 that proportion had more than dou- 
bled (19.9%). For teens alone, the rate rose from 
17.9% to 33.9% over the period, while it rose from 
2.4% to 6.1% for 20 to 24 year olds. 


Table 2 
Proportion of youths with no work experience on the 
rise 


1989 1993 1996 

Age 15 to 24 
Both sexes 9.7% 15.8% 19.9% 
Men 8.3% 14.9% 19.1% 
Women 11.2% 16.7% 20.8% 

Age 15 to 19 
Both sexes 17.9% 27.9% 33.9% 
Men 15.7% 27.0% 33.1% 
Women 17.5% 26.2% 33.1% 

Age 20 to 24 
Both sexes 2.4% 4.5% 6.1% 
Men 1.9% 3.9% 5.3% 
Women 3.2% 5.5% 7.2% 


Source : Labour Force Survey 


Provincial variation in youth labour markets 


To a large extent, relative labour market conditions for 
youths are an indication of the general situation in the 
provinces. As a result, where total unemployment rates 
are higher than the national average, so too are youth 
rates. 


Table 3 

The relative and absolute difference between 

youth and overall unemployment rates by province, 
1996 


Unemployment rate isolate 

Age Ratio of difference 

pie et es youth to between youth 

15+ 15 to 24 overall UR and overall UR 

Canada 9.7 16.1 1.7 6.4 

Newfoundland 19.4 29.0 iS 9.6 
Prince Edward 

Island 14.5 18.7 1.3 4.2 

Nova Scotia 12.6 19.1 le 6.5 

New Brunswick I ot beh 19.0 1.6 15 

Québec 11.8 18.9 1.6 Ja 

Ontario 9.1 15.6 te 6 

Manitoba Tes) 12.8 147 53 

Saskatchewan 6.6 122 1.8 SAS, 

Alberta 7.0 122 1.7 572 

British Columbia 8.9 152 Lead 6.3 


Source : Labour Force Survey 


However, there are some notable variations in youth 
labour markets trends. 
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General labour market conditions 


Chart 9 
Youth unemployment rates by province 
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Source: Labour Force Survey 


m@ By 1996 the youth unemployment rate has dropped 
back to its pre-recession level in only four prov- 
inces: Prince Edward Island, New Brunswick, Mani- 
toba and Saskatchewan. 


Chart 10 
Youth labour force participation rates by province 


Nfld. P.E.1. N.S. N.B. Que. Ont. Man. Sask. Alta. B.C. 


E3 1981 M1989 [ 1996 


= 


Source: Labour Force Survey 


Statistics Canada - Catalogue no. 71-005-XPB 


M Labour force participation by youths has dropped in 


all provinces since 1989, with little or no sign of a 
turnaround by 1996. Declines during the nineties 
were most marked in British Columbia (-12.7 points), 
Ontario (-11.5 points), Quebec (-9.6 points), and 
Nova Scotia (-7.2 points). 


Chart 11 
Youth employment rates by province 
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Source: Labour Force Survey 


In general, youth employment rates peaked in 1989, 
plunged during the early nineties and have since 
failed to recover. In fact, the proportion employed 
was lower in 1996 than 1993 in all provinces except 
Prince Edward Island, Nova Scotia, and the prairie 
provinces. 


In 1996, only Prince Edward Island, and provinces 
west of Quebec had a youth employment rate above 
50%. 
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School: A growing attraction 


Today, more than ever before, labour market success 
is tied to both initial educational attainment and skills 
developed through work experience and on-going 
training. Although higher wages and better working 
conditions have long been associated with higher edu- 
cational credentials, there is considerable evidence 
that young people seeking entry into almost any field 
of work today require much higher qualifications than 
did their parents 20 years ago. It also appears more 
difficult to find a job. It is therefore not surprising that 
school attendance rates have grown rapidly in the last 
20 years, from 43% in 1976 to 60% in 1996. 


Chart 12 
The proportion of youths in school grew rapidly 
from 1979 to 1993 


Source: Labour Force Survey 
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Chart 13 
Despite declines in the youth population, post- 
secondary enrolment is on the rise 
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Recent trends in school attendance 


Since 1989, the proportion of youths attending school 
has risen by almost 9 percentage points, from 51.9% 
to 60.4% in 1996, with most of the increase occurring 
by 1993. 


@ Men and women contributed equally to this trend. 
Most of the gain has been in full-time attendance, as 
the incidence of part-time attendance changed little 
over the last 6 years, hovering between 3.3 and 4%. 


@ Not surprisingly, recent growth in school attend- 
ance was most pronounced for older youths. 


@ The proportion of teenagers aged 17 to 19 in school 
grew markedly between 1989 and 1993 from 68.3% 
to a peak of 77%, but has since edged back to 76%. 


@ School attendance among youths aged 20 to 24 
increased by over 9 percentage points to 37% be- 
tween 1989 and 1996, reflecting the continued popu- 
larity of post-secondary education. 
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Chart 14 


School attendance rates by age and sex, 1989 and 1996 (October to December avg.) 
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Field of study at community college 


Full-time college enrolments in career/technical pro- 
grams have continued to increase between 1989-90 
and 1994-95 in all major fields of study except the 
Health Sciences & Related field. 


Some of the career/technical programs that have 
grown most in popularity include Electronics and Com- 
puter Programming within the Engineering & Applied 


Science field and Management/Administration and 
Accounting within the Business & Commerce field, but 
these disciplines still account for a small share of all 
career/technical students at community colleges. 


CO << EAS 
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Table 4 
College enrolment in full-time career/technical programs 


Enrolment % share in % growth from 
Field of study 1989-90 1994-95 1989-90 1994-95 89-90 to 94-95 
Total 213,724 272,003 100.0 100.0 2173 
Arts & Science 4513 7,518 2:1 2.8 66.6 
Arts 20,831 255558 9.7 9.4 PDA 
Humanities & Related 2,861 3,360 133 112 17.4 
Health Sciences & Related 34,404 33,939 16.1 125 -1.4 
Engineering & Applied Sciences 48,578 66,487 2231 24.4 36.9 
Electronics 6,601 12,955 Bal 4.8 96.3 
Computer programming 5,403 9,125 2.9 3.4 68.9 
Natural Sciences & Primary Industries 8,725 14,160 4.1 52) 62.3 
Social Sciences & Services 33,076 45,861 15.5 16.9 38.1 
Business & Commerce 60,508 73,970 28.3 272 WD) 
Management/Administration Dae 32,971 17 1231 3129 
Accounting 4,691 9,156 22 3.4 2 
Other 228 1,150 0.1 0.4 404.4 


Source: Administrative data from the Centre for Education Statistics, Canada 


Field of study at university: Full-time 
undergraduate enrolment 


Undergraduate enrolment at university also continued applied sciences, a majority of undergraduate students 
to grow in the early nineties, with increases in all ma- continue to be attracted to the arts, humanities, educa- 
jor fields of study. While growth has been relatively tion and social sciences. 


strong in math & physical science and engineering & 


Table 5 
University enrolment in full-time undergraduate program 
Enrolment % share in % growth from 

Field of study 1989-90 1995-96 1989-90 1995-96 89-90 to 95-96 
Total 453,481 498,188 100.0 100.0 9.9 
Education 46,752 53,432 10.3 10.7 14.3 
Fine & applied arts 152215 17,780 3.4 3.6 16.9 
Humanities 45,085 49,200 9.9 9.9 9.1 
Social sciences 144,222 153,443 31.8 30.8 6.4 
Agriculture & biological sciences 28,581 38,471 6.3 71 34.6 
Engineering & applied sciences 591722 44,550 8.8 8.9 12.2 
Health professions 25,540 28,731 5.6 5.8 12% 
Mathematics & physical sciences 24,830 28,055 eo) 526 13.0 
Other 83,536 84,526 18.4 17.0 152 


Source: Administrative data from the Centre for Education Statistics, Canada 
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Proportion of youths attending school varies 
by province 


There is considerable variation in school attendance 
rates by province. This may reflect a number of differ- 
ences in the educational systems such as normal length 
of time required to graduate from high school, and ac- 
cess to community colleges and universities, as well 
as alternative labour market opportunities. Attendance 


rates in 1996 varied from a high of 64.4% in Ontario, 
to a low of 53.3% in Alberta. The proportion of youths 
in school increased in all provinces between 1989 and 
1996, but growth was most pronounced in Ontario, 
Quebec, Nova Scotia and British Columbia. 


Chart 15 
Attendance rates by province, 1989 and 1996 
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Juggling work and school 


Work during the school year 


Over the 1980’s, the proportion of youths who juggled 
work and full-time school increased dramatically, 
from 31% in 1980 to 41% in 1989. Growth in employ- 
ment rates occurred among teenagers as well as older 
youths. 


In the early 1990s, the trend reversed, as job op- 
portunities became more scarce for teenage students. 
Losses continued into the recovery, but at a much 
slower pace. By 1996, the employment rate of 15-19 
year old students was 9 points below the peak in 1989. 


The effect of the recession was less severe for older 
students. Their employment rate stalled in 1990 and is 
little changed in 1996. 


Chart 16 
The percentage of full-time students holding jobs 
(Oct to Dec avg) 
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Source: Labour Force Survey 
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Table 6 

Employment rates of full-time students by age, sex 
and type of school, 1996 

(October to December avg.) 


Primary Commu- 
All orsecon- nity Univer- 
schools dary college sity 
% 
15-24 Both sexes 32.4 DT. 39.3 38.8 
Men 30.0 OSES) 39.2 34.6 
Women 34.8 30.0 39.5 42.4 
15-16 Both sexes 22.3 225) 
Men 19.7 19.9 
Women 2510 Denil 
17-19 Both sexes 35.8 36.8 36.3 33.8 
Men 541 34.0 36.5 Sid 
Women Bes 40.1 36.1 35.4 
20-24 Both sexes 39.9 4322 40.8 
Men 6722 42.4 ST 
Women 42.6 44.2 45.3 


Source: Labour Force Survey 


Juggling work with full-time school can have both 
positive and negative consequences. Research sug- 
gests that jobs that make minor demands on the time 
of students may be beneficial to academic success, 
while weekly hours of 20 or more tend to be harmful. 


@ In 1996 the average work week for full-time stu- 
dents was 14 hours, little changed from 1989 and 
only slightly above the average of 13 hours in 1986 
and 1981. 


@ Over three-quarters (77%) of full-time students with 
jobs put in work weeks of less than 20 hours. 


M Longer work weeks were more common for older 
than younger full-time students. Almost 31% of 20 
to 24 years olds worked 20 or more hours per week 
at their job, compared with 19% for 15 to 19 year 
olds. 
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a rare The industries where students are employed during 


the school year have changed little over the years. The 


Chart 17 , ; : ; 
Older students more likely to be working longer service sector continues to furnish over 90% of their 
hours Jobs. 


M Just two industries, the retail and wholesale trade 
industry, and business and personal services have 
accounted for roughly three quarters of student 
employment over the last decade. 


% 


less than 20 hours per week @ While the industry mix of student jobs has been very 
HM 20 or more hours per week stable for younger student workers, there have been 
some changes for older students. Since 1989, stu- 
dents aged 20 to 24 are much less likely to be 
employed in community services, and much more 
likely to have jobs in retail and wholesale trade. 


15-19 years 20-24 years 


Source: Labour Force Survey 


Table 7 
Distribution of student employment by industry 
Oct. to Dec. avg. 


15-24 yrs 15-19 yrs 20-24 yrs 
Change Change Change 
1986 1989 1996 1986 to 1986 1989 1996 1986 to 1986 1989 1996 1986 to 
1996 1996 1996 
% J % 
Goods-producing 8.9 8.8 9.4 0.5 9.0 9.6 10.8 1.8 8.5 6.3 6.9 1.6 
Primary Industries ASS ae 23:8: -0.3 Dl 4.356 4.9 -0.2 ihe! Sin lliaee! 0.6 
Manufacturing 3.9 S16" 455 0.4 2 3.8 4.5 1.4 6 be O0 -2.3 
Construction 0.8 1.4 12 0.4 0.8 he 155 0 0.9 1.8 ile 0.3 
Service sector 91.1 91.2 90.6 -0.5 91.0 90.4 89.2 -1.8 S155) 93:38 93.1 1.6 
Transportation, communication 
and utilities haste 1 1:2 -0.3 ell IS lO -0.1 2.710841 1.6 -1.1 
Trade bisa). eiilath © Slalo!) 0.4 S764 6 40/00 355 -2.1 PS SOL Sha! 13 
Finance, insurance and real 
estate PIG) @ PEA Mae) -0.2 DES SA -0.6 4.1 4.1 4.1 0.0 
Community services LOSSO SR 0 -1.1 CN CSS 6 -0.8 220802450160 -6.1 
Business & personal services SOS OL Ome oa), 0.6 42.8 39.8 44.2 1.4 2S 10279 BaD) 
Public administration 21 ee © PO -0.1 ee gay 15 0.4 SR O2 5 -2.0 


Source: Labour Force Survey 
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Proportion of full-time students employed, by sex, age and province 
(October to December avg., 1996) 


Both sexes Men Women Both sexes Men Women 
% % 
Canada 15-24 32.4 30.0 34.8 Ontario 15-24 35.8 32.5 39.2 
15-16 22.3 19.7 25.0 15-16 24.5 20.2 29.1 
17-19 35.8 34.1 37.5 17-19 41.6 38.6 44.8 
20-24 39.9 372 42.6 20-24 40.1 37.9 42.4 
Rewigundlands dit “30 gee Le ae Manitoba 15-24 44.3 41.9 46.5 
17-10 (27 ‘bal ie 15-16 33.2 33.8 32.8 
20-24 187 156 10 17-19 50.0 46.7 52.8 
20-24 52.6 48.9 56.4 
Prince Edward 
Island ey ey 1 a Saskatchewan 15-24 31.4 31.3 31.3 
Pre el ae ie 15-16 29.3 27.6 31.0 
Mee ae ee il 17-19 36.0 37.2 34.2 
AUS, EN eos ne 20-24 28.6 29.3 PA À 
Nova Scotia 15-24 29.0 30.1 28.0 
15-16 22.0 21.5 25 Alberta 15-24 36.5 34.0 38.8 
17-19 30.8 30.5 31.3 15-16 30.5 30.4 30.6 
20-24 35.0 39.4 30.4 17-19 313 38.7 36.3 
20-24 43.6 33.8 ye) 
New Brunswick 15-24 24.0 21.8 26.3 
15-16 21.0 16.3 25.0 ot 
17-19 26.8 DD DTA British Columbia 15-24 32.0 27.0 222 
17-19 33.9 31.3 36.6 
Quebec 15-24 21.5 26.7 28.2 20724 UE 29.9 51.0 
15-16 13.9 12.4 DS 
17-19 28.6 oh i 29.5 
20-24 42.2 43.7 40.8 


Source: Labour Force Survey 
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Summer work 


The massive entry of students into the labour market 
each summer plays an important role in the Canadian 
economy. In fact, in 1996 students comprised almost 
one tenth of the July labour force’. However, labour 
market conditions in the 1990s have been particularly 
difficult for students, leading to diminishing summer 
labour market participation. Unfortunately, many 
search for work but are unsuccessful and miss out on 
both the work experience and financial rewards. 


As noted earlier, school attendance has increased 
in recent years. As a result, students are older and bet- 
ter educated than at the start of the decade. All other 
things being equal, this should have led to an improve- 
ment in summer labour market indicators for this 
group. However, the recession that started in 1990 has 
had after-effects..... 


Summer labour market conditions have been 
worsening 


In 1996 it was less likely that students found summer 
work than in 1989. What caused these weak summer 
labour conditions, just when higher levels of educa- 
tion and higher age should have improved students’ 
chances of success? It appears that the poor labour 
market conditions in the 90’s for youths in general 
have also extended into the area of summer jobs. 


M The employment rate fell from 69.1% in 1989 to 
52.1% in 1996. 


™@ Between July 1989 and the same month in 1996, the 
student participation rate dropped 13 percentage 
points to 63.8%. 


M Even though labour market activity declined, the 
unemployment rate jumped to 18.4% from 10.1% in 
1989. 


1 For the purposes of the following, the term “student” 
refers to youths who report they were attending school full- 
time in the previous March and intended to return to school 
full-time in the fall (see Returning Students in Definitions, 
data sources and survey methodology). 


Chart 18 
Summer labour market conditions have 
deteriorated for students in the 1990’s 
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Source: Labour Force Survey 


The summer labour market has been particularly 
difficult for younger students. 


M In July 1996, the unemployment rate for 15 and 16 
year olds was 28%, almost the same as their employ- 
ment rate (31.6%). In 1989, the gap between the two 
rates was much higher as their unemployment rate 
was half the 1996 rate while the employment rate 
was twice as high. 


@ Conditions also deteriorated for older students. From 
July 1989 to July 1996, the employment rate has 
fallen 17 percentage points for 17 to 19 year olds, 
and 12 points for 20 to 24 year olds. 


Summer work peaks in July 


Typically, the level of student employment progres- 
sively increases over the course of the summer until it 
reaches a peak in July. This growth is fuelled by “new” 
employment held by students, jobs that began in April 
or later in the summer. Because much student employ- 
ment in the summer months can be accounted for by 
jobs held throughout the year, new jobs over the May 
to August period constitute a different picture of sum- 
mer employment. 
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Summer work 


mM In May 1996, there were 274,000 new student jobs, 
making up one-third of total student employment. 


Æ By July, the number of students who worked at a new 
job had increased to 614,000. 


Table 9 
Summer labour force characteristics of students, 
1996, Canada 


May June July August 
(000’s) 
Labour force 989 1,106 1,342 1,265 
Employment 828 O7 1,094 1,073 
New employment 274 384 614 612 
Unemployed 161 190 248 192 
Jo 

Participation rate 47.9 535. 63.8 59.3 
Unemployment rate 16.3 AA 18.4 15.2 
Employment rate 40.1 44.3 Sel 50.3 


Source: Labour Force Survey 


In general, summer labour market participation is 
lowest in May, since the school year has not yet ended 
for a large proportion of students, and peaks in July. 


The summer break and the opportunity to hold a 
summer job begins first for those in post-secondary in- 
stitutions. As a result, older students start their sum- 
mer labour market activity earlier than younger 
students. 


M The participation rate of 20 to 24 year olds in May 
1996 was 70.1%, only 8.2 percentage points below 
the July peak. 


M In contrast, for those 17 to 19, the May 1996 rate of 
53.4% was 19.4 points lower than in July. 


M 15-16 year olds were least likely to enter the summer 
job market with participation rates of 26.8% in May 
and 44.3% in July. 


Chart 19 
Labour force participation peaks in July for all age 
groups 
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Source: Labour Force Survey 


Extended spells of unemployment 


Along with weakened summer labour market condi- 
tions has come an increase in the length of the job 
search over the 1990’s. Students are taking longer to 
find jobs. 


M The average duration of unemployment in August 
1996 was considerably higher than the same month 
in 1989, jumping from 6.3 to 11 weeks. 


m While 43% of unemployed students in August 1989 
were newly unemployed (less than one month), that 
dropped to 30% in 1996. 


The duration of unemployment increases if students 
look for work sooner or if difficult labour market con- 
ditions prevent them from getting jobs, or a combina- 
tion of the two. With a greater proportion of students 
now attending post-secondary schools as well as a 
higher unemployment rate and lower employment rate, 
it would appear that the increase in the duration of 
unemployment is the result of a combination of earlier 
entrance and deteriorating labour market conditions. 


I) 
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Table 10 
The duration of summer unemployment 
May June July August 

Number of unemployed 

students (000’s): 
1996 161 190 248 192 
1995 164 182 261 179 
1989 118 103 142 94 
Number of students 

unemployed for <1 month 
1996 83 81 120 35 
1995 83 81 156 515) 
1989 68 62 95 40 
Percentage which are 

newly unemployed (%) 
1996 54 45 50 30 
1995 54 47 54 32 
1989 63 65 70 43 
Average duration of 

unemployment (weeks) 
1996 9.8 10.2 8.8 11.0 
1995 10.5 11.0 8.1 9.8 
1989 8.2 5.6 al 6.3 


Source: Labour Force Survey 


Most unemployed were not working before 
starting their summer job search 


It is clear from the above that summer jobs are more 
difficult to find in the 1990’s. As implied in the “new” 
job figures, many students work during the school year 
and continue to work for the same employer during the 
summer break, putting in longer weekly work hours. 
Others return each year to the same job and employer 
that they had in previous summers while some students 
seek new experience. A certain number choose self 
employment as a way to earn money and gain experi- 
ence. 


But what about those looking for work? Analysing 
the activities prior to the job search, for example, indi- 
cates whether searchers quit their school-year jobs to 
find summer employment, or if they were simply go- 
ing to school prior to beginning the process of finding 
a summer job. 


M In 1996, 85% of unemployed students were not 
working immediately before they began their sum- 
mer job search. 
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This proportion was higher than in 1989 due to an 
increase in the percentage of students with no work 
experience. Meanwhile, over the same period, there 
was a Strong drop in the percentage of unemployed stu- 
dents who had quit the jobs that they held during the 
school year so that they could look for a summer job. 


Table 11 

Previous activity of unemployed students, summer 
1990 and 1995, Canada (based on four month 
average) 


1990 1996 
% 
Unemployed students, total 100 100 
Unemployed students, never had a job 18 35 
Unemployed students, returning to the 
labour force 52 50 
Unemployed students, lost previous job 15 9 


Unemployed students, quit previous job 5 6 


Source: Labour Force Survey 


Students like to check directly with potential 
employer 


There are many dimensions to the process of finding 
summer work. One is the methods of job search. 
Except for those who were on temporary layoff and 
those who had a new job to start within 4 weeks, at 
least one method of job search is necessary to deter- 
mine if a person was actively looking for work. 


= Among students, the most popular method of look- 
ing for work, without question, is to check directly 
with potential employers. In fact, more than three 
quarters of students looking for work mentioned 
this method of searching for work in 1996. 


@ Looking in classified ads was the second most popu- 
lar form of job search, with 4 out of 10 students 
using this method. 


@ Next, 2 out of 10 students mentioned that they had 
checked with a public job placement agency. The 
same proportion consulted with parents or friends. 


M Finally, 1 in 10 either placed or answered job ads. 
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Part-time summer employment increasing in 
the 1990’s 


What type of summer jobs are students finding? Not 
only has it become more difficult to find a job, a grow- 
ing number of working students must settle for part- 
time work. 


M Over the summer of 1989 less than half (48%) of 
working students were part-time. By 1996, part- 
time had become the norm, with a part-time employ- 
ment rate of 58%. 


In May 1996, three quarters of working students had 
part-time jobs. Since many part-time jobs started dur- 
ing the school year, they tended to last longer than full- 
time jobs 


M In May 1996, part-time jobs averaged 17 months in 
length. 


B Full-time jobs lasted an average 10.5 months. Some 
of these jobs might have occupied students for less 
than 30 hours per week during the school year, only 
to become full-time over the summer. 


Vable 12 
Employment and duration of employment by type of 
job and age of student, Canada, May 1996 


Total Full-time Part-time 
Employment (000’s) 
All students 828 202 627 
Students 15-19 years old 508 99) 454 
Students 20-24 years old 320 147 17e 
Duration of employment (months) 
All students 15.4 10.5 17.0 
Students 15-19 years old 14.0 9.8 14.5 
Students 20-24 years old lift) 10.8 237 


Source: Labour Force Survey 
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As during the school year, students most 
likely to work in business & personal 
services and retail trade 


About half of summer jobs are found in the commu- 
nity, business & personal services industry, while an- 
other quarter are in the trade industry, mostly retail 
trade. 


@ In July 1996, these two industry sectors employed 
72% of the approximately one million students with 
jobs. 


@ From 1989 to 1996, overall student employment 
declined by 179,000 with a drop of 256,000 in full- 
time jobs and an increase of 78,000 in part-time. 


Half of the decline in full-time employment occured 
in the two dominant industry sectors. However, for the 
community, business & personal services industry, an 
increase in part-time jobs more than offset the full-time 
loss. Construction, public administration and trans- 
portation, communication & other services also shed a 
large number of full-time jobs. 


Restaurants and fast-food outlets fall into the com- 
munity business & personal services industry. Res- 
taurants very actively seek student workers, however, 
less than one quarter of students who worked in this 
industry were employed full-time during the summer. 


@ Over 16% of all employed students worked in res- 
taurants, fast-food outlets and other food-serving 
establishments. 


The evolution of the levels of employment in this 
industry suggests that many of these jobs are held dur- 
ing the school year with an increase in the number of 
hours worked during the summer. Many restaurant 
jobs held by students remain part-time over the sum- 
mer. 
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July 1989 July 1996 
Total Full-time Part-time Total Full-time Part-time 
All industries 1,273 812 461 1,094 555 539 
Agriculture 61 44 iy 54 32 23 
Other primary 17 16 1 15 Je 2 
Manufacturing 110 87 23 95 70 25 
Construction 67 55 12 33 24 9 
Transportation, storage & 
communications 40 85 5 21 15 8 
Trade | 333 165 168 27M 105 166 
Wholesale trade 35 30 5) 29 21 8 
Retail trade 298 135 163 242 84 158 
Finance, insurance & real estate 40 30 10 24 13 11 
Community, business & personal 
services 512 296 216 514 229 285 
Education 335) 28 7 35 2211 14 
Health & social services 65 47 18 50 28 ZZ 
Leisure & entertainment 51 34 17 51 30 2 
Lodging & restaurants 224 112 101122 2271 82 145 
Other services 136 JS 61 151 68 83 
Public administration 94 84 10 67 56 11 
Federal 18 16 2 17 16 1 
Provincial 21 19 1 8 8 0 
Municipal & other SS) 48 di 42 33 9 


Source: STC, Labour Force Survey 


Table 14 
Student employment in restaurants and fast-food 
outlets, Summer 1996 


Summer employment strong in Prince 
Edward Island 


In July 1996, the student employment rate was 52.1% 
in Canada. 


My rane ply puppet ™ By province, the employment rate ranged from 
40.9% in Newfoundland to 72.3% in PEI. 
Total 162 181 182 175 
Tourist attractions, which play an important role in 
Full-time 21 36 51 54 


Part-time 141 145 13% 121 


Source: Labour Force Survey 
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the economy of PEI, are most popular during the sum- 
mer vacation period. Without a doubt, they are key for 
student employment in service industries that rely on 
tourist activity, such as restaurants and lodging. 


@ In July, the highest student unemployment rate was 
found in Quebec where 22.0% of students in the 
labour force were looking for work. Only 46.6% of 
students in Quebec had a job in 1996, 5.9 percentage 
points lower than the year before. 


m The employment rate in British Columbia was also 
below the national average. In July 1996, it was 6.2 
percentage points lower than in July 1995. 
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Chart 20 
Students in Prince Edward Island very likely to have a summer job 
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Source: STC, Labour Force Survey 
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The school to work transition 


It appears that the school to work transition is becom- 
ing more complex in Canada. As outlined in the pre- 
ceding pages, the current labour market can be a very 
precarious place for Canadian youths. Partly as a re- 
sult of this, youths are staying in school longer than 
ever (see School attendance), delaying the transition 
into a world where they spend most of their time work- 
ing for pay. Meanwhile, there is a greater proportion 
of students who work while they attend school than a 
generation ago (see Juggling work & school). 


Furthermore, data from the Adult Education and 
Training Surveys (AETS) indicate that there is a good 
chance that individuals will return to school as adults, 
especially those with better initial education. Accord- 
ing to both the 1992 and 1994 AETS surveys, over 
one-quarter of adults participated in adult education 
activities.’ The line between where the school to work 
transition begins and ends is definitely more blurred. 


The school to work transition: Process 


A significant shift in youth activity has taken place 
over the 1990’s. Working and not attending school, 
the most common activity for youths in 1986, is now 
much less prevalant. Instead, youths are most likely 
to be doing the opposite: attending school and not 
working. 


@ While 37% of youths were out of school and work- 
ing in 1989, this fell to 28% by 1996. 


An important element to the school to work transi- 
tion is the extent to which students combine educa- 
tional and work activities. The combination of school 
and work can be seen as the first stage of the school to 
work transition process, helping students into the 
workplace and giving them valuable work experience. 


At what ages does the school to work transition start 
and end? According to the OECD, the school to work 
transition period takes place “from the age at which 
young people are no longer predominately studying 
without working, to the age at which the majority are 
working without studying”’. Using this definition, it is 
clear that the transition process in Canada has become 
longer in recent years. 


@ Twelve years ago, the transition range was 6 years. 
Ten years ago, the movement from school to work 
increased to 7 years as youths began to combine 
school and work at an earlier age. Since 1990, the 
transition process has taken 8 years as youths de- 
layed the full-fledged transition into the workforce 
by either obtaining more education or taking more 
time to complete their current studies. Currently, 
the school to work transition ranges from age 16 to 
age 23. 


Chart 21 
Youths’ school and work activity is changing 
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Source:Labour Force Survey. The months of May through August 
are excluded from the annual average. 
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The school to work transition is taking longer* 
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* According to the OECD: the starting age of the school to work 
transition is the first age when less than 75% of youths are only 
attending school. The end of the transition occurs at the first age 
when greater than 50% of the youth population is only working. 


Source: Labour Force Survey 


Table 15 
Youth School and Work Activities (Based on Eight 
Month Average) 


1984 1986 1988 1990 1992 1994 1996 


% 

% of youths who were: 
Attending school 

& not working 30 30 29 30 36 38 39 
Attending school 

& working 15 18 a 22 22 22 21 
Not attending school 

& working 37 38 39 35 29 28 28 
Not attending school 

& not working 9) 15 12 13 13 13 1154 


Start of the school-to- 
work transition 


(age) 16 Ils) 15 15 16 16 16 


End of the school-to- 
work transition 
(age) FA 21 21 29 23 23 23 


Length of the 
transition (years) 6 f cf 8 8 8 8 


Source: Labour Force Survey 


The school to work transition: Labour 
market performance 


To fully understand the school to work transition in 
Canada, one must not only look at the transition proc- 
ess itself, but also the activities of youths once they 
leave school. By looking at whether youths who left 
school found jobs and what types of jobs they found, 
one can get an indication of the degree of success 
youths have had making the transition into the 
workforce. 


Chart 23 
Non-student youth unemployment rate remains high 
in the 1990’s 
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Source: Labour Force Survey. The months of May through August 
are excluded from the annual average. 


Comparing the labour market performance of non- 
student youths over time, it is likely that the school to 
work transition has become more difficult in recent 
years. 


@ Non-student youths started the decade with an un- 
employment rate of 15.2%. This rose to peak at 
20.2% in 1992 but then fell to 17.8% by 1996. 
Meanwhile, the employment rate fell from 73.2% in 
1990, to 69.2% in 1996. 
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While the unemployment rate remains high and the 
employment rate has dropped slightly in the 1990’s, 
this follows the general trend in Canada. Looking at 
the non-student youths to adult unemployment and em- 
ployment rate ratios in the 1990’s, there has been no 
change in the unemployment rate ratio and a slight 
drop in the employment rate ratio. 


Chart 24 
Labour market conditions have changed similarly 
for non-student youths and adults in the 90’s 
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Source: Labour Force Survey. The months of May through August 
are excluded from the annual average. 


Taking a longer perspective, while the non-student 
youth to adult employment rate ratio has remained 
fairly steady (near 1.2), the non-student to adult un- 
employment rate ratio has dropped considerably since 
1976, when it hit 2.8. 


@ Nevertheless, with a current ratio of 2.1, the non- 
student youth unemployment rate remains more 
than twice as high as that of adults. 


As stated previously, youths are staying in school 
longer. As a result, youths who have left school have 
attained more education today than previously. 


@ For example, in 1990, high school was the highest 
level reached by 32% of 15-24 year olds who had 
left school. This fell to 30% by 1996. Meanwhile, 
the percentage with a community college diploma 
increased from 11% to 15% and the proportion with 
university degrees increased from 5% to 6%. (Since 
university generally takes longer to complete than 
other levels of education, many older youths were 
still in school). 


Chart 25 
Youths are leaving school with higher levels of 
education 
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level of education 
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Source: Labour Force Survey. The months of May through August 
are excluded from the annual average 
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If it had not been for the general increase in educa- 
tional attainment, the problems non-student youths ex- 
perienced in general in the labour market may have 
been worse. This is because the more education non- 
student youths had, the greater their success in the la- 
bour market. 


@ While non-student youths who had some high school 
(ie. those who entered high school but who did not 
graduate) experienced 29.1% unemployment in 
1996, for non-student youths with university de- 
grees the unemployment rate was 10.1%. 


Non-student youth employment rates, meanwhile, 
also reflected a more difficult school to work transi- 
tion for the less educated. 


M Only about half of youths who left school with some 
high school education were working in 1996. This 
stands in contrast to the 85.2% employment rate 
among university graduates. With 28.4% of the 
population out of the workforce, non-student youths 
with some high school were also the least likely to 
offer their services to the labour market. 


Chart 26 
It pays to stay in school 
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Source: Labour Force Survey. The months of May through August 
are excluded from the annual average 
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Table 16 

Unemployment and employment rates for non- 
student youths 15-24 by highest level of education 
(based on 8-month annual average) 


19901991 1992 *1993* 1994 ~ 1995" 1996 


% 
Unemployment rates: 
All non-student 
youths SSI 2022107 TO SSSR CURE LE7AS 
0-8 years 22.501383 10037, 10055;7meSAOERSD PRET 


Some high school 2400725 ASS SOS ON 291 
High school diploma 13.4 18.0 18.6 18.1 17.9 15.3 16.4 
Some post-secondary 11.9 “15/6 “1707 "17-6 16:76 22 SN 
Trade certificate 12 100164 6.6.8 6.0) PAG AR 420 ee S27 
Community college 

diploma FIMO 1238 TI SNS Rema 
University degree 6:3. -8:9) 910.2” SOR 3 RUES ERRONE 


Employment rates: 
All non-student 

youths W272 ASN els NOR Aa EEG OY 
0-8 years AV. STANDS 35.6, 36:2 nor 
Some high school 57.5 52.9 49.6 48.1 485 49.8 50.8 
High school diploma 77.6 72.7 72.0 71.7 72.1 74.0 72.6 
Some post-secondary 79.7 76.6 74.3 73.5 74.7 74.3 74.2 
Trade certificate S10 6G 76:5" J7e6s 16.28) 183 mee 
Community college 

diploma 88.1 85.3 %83:4 ($3.0 82:0) 82-0255 IFO 
University degree SOM mS 2 MECS MST SMS TPS SAS 


Source: Labour Force Survey 


The school to work transition: job quality 


Are youths who have left school finding good jobs? . 
Part-time jobs are generally thought of as inferior to 
full-time employment because they typically have 
fewer benefits, lower wage rates and less job security. 
Over the last twenty years, an increasing number of 
youths who have finished school have had to turn to 
part-time employment. In the late 1970’s and early 
1980’s, the number of part-time jobs for non-student 
youths more than doubled. Then, from 1985 to 1990 it 
dropped, only to rise again in the 1990’s. 


@ By 1996, 20% of all non-student employment was 
part-time, the highest it has ever been. Back in 1976, 
the part-time employment rate was only 6%. The 
growth in the part-time employment rate was stronger 
than that of adults. In 1976, the non-student part- 
time employment rate was 39% below that of adults. 
Twenty years later, it was 37% higher. 
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Chart 27 
Part-time employment is becoming more common 
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Source: Labour Force Survey. The months of May through August 
are excluded from the annual average 


Related to the increased incidence of part-time 
work, the average earnings of non-student youths have 
fallen in recent years. 


@ According to data from the Survey of Consumer 
Finances, youths who have left school made an 
average of $11,000 per year in 1990, adjusted for 
inflation. This fell steadily to $9,400 by 1995. 


M Youths who have left school have always earned 
less than adults, likely the result of less work expe- 
rience. However, from 1980 to 1995, non-student 
youths lost ground to the general population. In 
1989, non-student youths made $63 for every $100 
dollars earned by all those of working age. By 1995, 
that had fallen to $54. 


Chart 28 
Non-student youths are earning less and less 
compared to adults 
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Source: Survey of Consumer Finances 


There are three possible reasons for the growing 
inequality of annual earnings. Either non-student 
youths are working fewer weeks per year, fewer hours 
per week or their hourly wage has fallen, or some com- 
bination of the three. In a recent study, it was found 
that relative hourly wages were the most significant 
cause of the earning differential between youths and 
adults.” 
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Table 17 
Employment by usual hours worked per week, non- 
student youths, October and November average 


Difference 
from 96 to: 


1980 1990 1996 1980 1990 


% 
% of non-student 
youths usually 


working: 
1-14 hours Le 1.9 37 2.0 1.8 
15-29 hours 5.4 8.1 14.0 8.6 5.9 
30-40 hours TOS 72.6 (ays! -11.4 -7.5 
41-49 hours 8.2 8.3 8.1 -0.1 -0.2 


50+ hours 8.3 9.0 Ci 0.8 0.1 


Source: Labour Force Survey 


Although a smaller contributor to the decline in 
youth’s relative earnings, hours worked per week was 
also found to be important. As the part-time employ- 
ment rate has increased, there has been a correspond- 
ing drop in the number of hours worked per week by 
non-student youths. 


@ The number of hours worked by non-student youths 
has become more polarized, with a greater increase 
in the proportion of non-students youths working 
shorter than longer hours. Compared to 1980, there 
was a greater proportion of non-student youths who 
were working 1 to 29 hours per week. Meanwhile, 
some of those who do find full-time work are work- 
ing longer as indicated by the increase in the pro- 
portion of non-student youths are working more 
than 50 hours each week. 


There are certain aspects of job quality that are less 
obvious than part-time work, annual earnings and 
hours worked. Take, for example, the relationship 
between the skills obtained at school and those used 
on the job. In 1984, 1986 and 1992, the majority of 
post-secondary graduates felt it important that they 
find employment that was related to their schooling.* 
Because of the desired qualities of a strong education/ 
job relationship, post-secondary graduates with 
stronger relationships can be assumed to have had a 
more successful transition. 


Chart 29 
More university graduates are working in jobs that 
are directly related to their education 
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Source: 1984, 1988 and 1992 National Graduates Survey 


When youths find full-time jobs, what is the likeli- 
hood that there would be a direct link between what 
was learned at school and the skills used at work? 


@ Between 1984 and 1992 (the latest data available), 
there appears to have been a strengthening of the 
education/job relationship for university graduates, 
while trade/vocational and career/technical gradu- 
ates had little change in their education/job rela- 
tionship. Two years after graduation, 57% of 
bachelor’s graduates had a direct relationship be- 
tween school and work in 1992, compared to 47% in 
1984. 


32 / Labour Force Update 


Statistics Canada - Catalogue no. 71-005-XPB 


The school to work transition 


The school to work transition: Summary 


Despite an improved education/job relationship for 
university graduates working full-time, there is evi- 
dence of an increasingly complex and difficult school 
to work transition. With more youths combining 
school and work and delaying full-fledged entry into 
the workforce, the school to work transition now takes 
8 years, when in the early 1980’s it took 6 years. 


Once they leave school, youths are having a more 
difficult time entering the labour market than before. 
Over the 1990’s, the non-student youth unemployment 
rate has increased while the employment rate has fallen 
slightly. When they do find a job, non-student youths 
are much more likely than in previous years to be 
working part-time. The increased incidence of part- 
time work has probably contributed to falling annual 
earnings. 


With such evidence, it appears that the school to 
work transition has grown more complex and difficult 
over time. 


Notes 


1 Human Resources Development Canada and Statistics 
Canada, 1992 Adult Education and Training Survey, (Edu- 
cation, Tourism and Culture Division, Statistics Canada 
1995), pg.1; and in interview with Robert Couillard, Centre 
for Education Statistics for 1993 data. 


2 Organization for Economic Development and Coopera- 
tion, 1996 Education at a Glance, Paris, Chapter 3, page 4. 


3 Garnett Picot, Working Time, Wages and Earnings 
Inequality in Canada, 1981-93, (Business and Labour Mar- 
ket Analysis Division, 1996), pg.16. Presented at the 
Conference on “Changes in Working Time”, June 13-15, 
Statistics Canada, Ottawa. 


4 Employment and Immigration Canada and Statisitics 
Canada, The Class of 82 Revisited, (Education, Culture and 
Tourism Division, Statistics Canada 1987), pg. 60 for 1984 
data; Human Resources Development Canada and Statistics 
Canada, The Class of 86 Revisited, (Education, Culture and 
Tourism Division, Statistics Canada 1996), pgs 55-56 for 
1988 data; and Human Resources Development Canada and 
Statistics Canada, The Class of 90, (Centre for Education 
Statistics, Statistics Canada 1997), pg. 51 for 1992 data. 
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methodology 


Definitions 
Adult — People 25 years of age and older. 


Attendance Rate — Percentage of 15-24 year olds 
attending school. 


Adult Education — Denotes all educational processes 
followed by adults, whatever the content, level and 
method, which supplement or replace initial education. 
This may include part-time enrolment in evening 
schools, correspondence schools and so on. Training 
offered may be of a credit or non-credit nature and 
could be taken for job-related or personal interest rea- 
sons. 


Career/technical — Level of education where the pro- 
grams are designed to prepare a student to enter an 
occupation upon completion of the program at an 
occupational level between that of the university- 
trained professional and the skilled trades person. 
Secondary school completion or equivalent is a nor- 
mal prerequisite for entry. These programs require at 
least one school year of 24 weeks or more for comple- 
tion but more commonly two or three years and some- 
times longer. One-year programs lead to a certificate 
and the longer ones to a diploma. 


Earnings — Wages and salaries and/or net income from 
self-employment. 


Education/Job Relationship — The National Graduates 
Surveys and their respective follow-up surveys catego- 
rized working graduates into: a) “Directly Related”; 
b) “Partly Related”; and c) “Unrelated” jobs. The 
determination of the education/job relationship was 
based on the answers to two questions. Respondents 
were asked, “was the education program you com- 
pleted in 1986 intended to prepare you for this job?” 
and “In this job, did you use any of the skills acquired 
from the educational program you completed in 
1986?” Replies of yes/yes to these questions implied 
a directly related job, no/yes or yes/no implied a partly 
related job while a no/no response meant the job had 
no relationship to the graduate’s education. 


Employment — Employed persons are those who, dur- 
ing the reference week did any work for pay or profit, 
or had a job and were absent from work. 


Employment Rate — (employment/population ratio) 


Number of employed persons expressed as a percent- 
age of the population 15 years of age and over. The 
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employment rate for a particular group (age, sex, mari- 
tal status, province, etc.) is the number employed in 
that group expressed as a percentage of the popula- 
tion for that group. 


Job Search — Search methods include: checked with 
public employment agency, private employment 
agency, union, employers directly, friends or relatives, 
placed or answered ads, looked at job ads, other meth- 
ods. 


Labour Force — Civilian non-institutional population 
15 years of age and over who, during the survey refer- 
ence week, were employed or unemployed. 


Level of Education — Highest level of schooling com- 
pleted. 


Moonlighting — Term used to describe multiple job 
holders (ie. someone who is “moonlighting” holds 
more than one job). 


Part-time/Full-time — Part-time employment consists 
of persons who usually work less than 30 hours per 
week at their main or only job. Full-time employment 
consists of persons who usually work 30 hours or more 
per week at their main or only job. This information is 
available for those currently employed or who last 
worked within the previous year. 


Part-time Employment Rate — Total number of peo- 
ple working part-time expressed as a percentage of 
those who were employed. 


Participation Rate — Total labour force expressed as 
a percentage of the population aged 15 years and over. 
The participation rate for a particular group (for ex- 
ample, youths aged 15-24) is the labour force in that 
group expressed as a percentage of the population for 
that group. 


Population — The target population covered by the sur- 
vey corresponds to all persons aged 15 years and over 
residing in the provinces of Canada, with the excep- 
tion of the following: persons living on Indian re- 
serves, full-time members of the regular Armed Forces, 
and persons living in institutions (for example, inmates 
of penal institutions and patients in hospitals or nurs- 
ing homes who have resided in the institution for more 
than six months). 
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Post-Secondary — There are a number of post-second- 
ary education categories: 1) some post-secondary; 2) 
trades certificate or diploma from a vocational or ap- 
prenticeship training; 3) non-university certificate or 
diploma from a community college, CEGEP, school of 
nursing, etc.; 4) university certificate below bachelors 
degree; 5) bachelors degree; and 6) university degree 
or certificate above bachelors degree. 


Returning Students — Since a majority of students are 
not attending school during the summer, supplemen- 
tary questions are asked from May to August to iden- 
tify those who are on summer break so that their labour 
market situation can be monitored. Youths (aged 15 to 
24) are given the status of returning student if they re- 
ported that they were attending school full-time in the 
previous March and intend to return to school full-time 
in the fall. Information is also available for those who 
were full-time students in the previous March but do 
not intend to return to school full-time or are unsure 
of their intentions. 


School — any educational establishment (primary, sec- 
ondary, community college, junior college, CEGEP, 
university or others). 


Student — Students are those who were attending an 
educational establishment (either full-time or part- 
time). 


Trade/vocational — The trade/vocational level refers 
to skilled trade programs lasting 3 to 12 months that 
lead to a diploma or certificate offered by a recognized 
community college, secondary school, technical or 
vocational school or college, school of nursing or 
similar institution. Excluded are apprenticeship, ba- 
sic training and skill development programs. 


Unemployment — Unemployed persons are those who 
did not work during reference week and were avail- 
able for work. They also had to have looked for work 
in the past four weeks unless they were on temporary 
layoff or had a job to start within the next four weeks. 


Unemployment Rate — Number of unemployed per- 
sons expressed as a percentage of the labour force. The 
unemployment rate for a particular group (age, sex, 
marital status, etc.) is the number unemployed in that 
group expressed as a percentage of the labour force 
for that group. 


Usual Hours Worked — Usual hours for employees 
refers to their normal paid or contract hours, not count- 
ing any overtime. For the self-employed and for un- 
paid family workers, usual hours refer to the number 
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of hours usually worked by the respondent in a typical 
week, regardless of whether they were paid. 


Youths — Individuals aged 15-24 years of age. 


Data Sources 


Labour Force Update: Youths and the Labour Market 
used much unpublished data, which are available on a 
cost-recovery basis. However, it also relied on data 
and ideas found in the following publications: 


Labour Force Survey 


The Labour Force, Statistics Canada Catalogue 
71-001-XPB 

Labour Force Information, Statistics Canada Cata- 
logue 71-001-PPB 

Historical Labour Force Statistics, Statistics Canada 
Catalogue 71-201 Annual 

Labour Force Annual Averages, Statistics Canada 
Catalogue 71-220 Annual 

Labour Force Historical Review CD-ROM 


Education Division 


1992 Adult Education and Training Survey, Human 
Resources Development Canada and Statistics Canada, 
July 1995 

Education in Canada, Statistics Canada, Catalogue 81- 
229 Annual 

The Class of 82 Revisited, Employment and Immigra- 
tion Canada and Statistics Canada, 1989 

The Class of 86 Revisited, Human Resources Develop- 
ment Canada and Statistics Canada, 1996 

The Class of 90, Human Resources Development 
Canada and Statistics Canada, 1996 


Other Publications 


Education at a Glance, 1996, Organization for Eco- 
nomic Cooperation and Development, Paris, 1997 


Population Projections, Statistics Canada Catalogue 
no. 91-520. 


Working Time, Wages and Earnings Inequality in 
Canada by Garnet Picot, Statistics Canada, Business 
and Labour Market Analysis Division, 1996. Pre- 
sented at Conference on “Changes in Working Time”, 
June 13-15, Statistics Canada, Ottawa. 
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Labour Force Survey Methodology 


The LFS is a monthly household survey of a sample of 
individuals who are representative of the civilian, non- 
institutionalized population 15 years of age or older 
in Canada’s ten provinces. Specifically excluded from 
the survey’s coverage are residents of the Yukon and 
Northwest Territories, persons living on Indian Re- 
serves, full-time members of the Canadian Armed 
Forces and inmates of institutions. These groups to- 
gether represent an exclusion of approximately 2% of 
the population aged 15 or over. 


Canada’s population lives in various geographic 
areas such as provinces and regions within provinces. 
For the purposes of sampling, the population in these 
areas is further partitioned into strata, in order to maxi- 
mize the reliability of the estimates while keeping col- 
lection costs at a minimum. Households in strata are 
not selected directly. Instead each stratum is divided 
into clusters, and then a sample of clusters is selected 
in the stratum. Then, in each selected cluster, a sample 
of households is chosen. Chosen in this fashion, the 
sample is representative of the population. 


The number of households sampled across the coun- 
try has varied over the years as a result of varying lev- 
els of funding, and improvements in the survey design. 
The sample size has been 52,350 households since July 


1995. The sample is allocated to provinces and strata 
within provinces in the way that best meets the need 
for reliable estimates at various geographic levels. 
These include national, provincial, census metropoli- 
tan areas (large cities), economic regions, and employ- 
ment insurance regions. 


The LFS follows a rotating panel sample design, in 
which households remain in the sample for six con- 
secutive months. The total sample consists of six rep- 
resentative sub-samples or panels, and each month a 
panel is replaced after completing its six month stay in 
the survey. Outgoing households are replaced by 
households in the same or a similar area. This results 
in a five-sixths month-to-month sample overlap, which 
makes the design efficient for estimating month-to- 
month changes. The rotation after six months prevents 
undue respondent burden for households that are 
selected for the survey. 


Demographic information is obtained for all per- 
sons in a household for whom the selected dwelling is 
the usual place of residence. LFS information is 
obtained for all civilian household members 15 years 
of age or older. Respondent burden is minimized for 
the elderly (age 70 and over) by carrying forward their 
responses for the initial interview to the subsequent 
five months in survey. 
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Table 18 
Labour Force Characteristics of Youths, by age and sex, selected years, Canada 
Labour Unemploy- Participa- Unemploy- Employ- 
Population Force Employed ment tion rate ment rate ment rate 
thousands Jo 
Both sexes 
15 to 24 1981 4,775.7 3,267.9 2,840.0 427.9 68.4 13.1 59.5 
1983 4,636.9 3,094.5 2,486.1 608.5 66.7 19.7 33.6 
1989 4,011.5 2,833.8 2,516.9 316.9 70.6 12 62.7 
1993 3,938.0 2,502.1 2,060.5 441.7 63.5 7 523 
1996 3,951.3 2,430.9 2,039.6 391.3 61.5 16.1 51.6 
15 to 19 1981 2,326.3 1,301.5 1,090.6 211.0 35.9 16.2 46.9 
1983 2188.3 1,149.0 871.0 248.0 51.8 22.2 40.4 
1989 1,889.6 1,108.6 964.1 144.5 58.7 13.0 51.0 
1993 1,904.2 912 761.2 190.0 50.0 20.0 40.0 
1996 1,961.5 928.7 741.9 186.8 47.3 20.1 37.8 
20 to 24 1981 2,449.4 1,966.4 1,749.4 217.0 80.3 11.0 71.4 
1983 2,478.5 1,975.6 1,615.1 360.5 19.4 18.2 65.2 
1989 2121.9 157252 1,552.8 172.4 81.3 10.0 73-2 
1993 2,033.9 5) 1.0 1299.3 25.0 76.3 16.2 63.9 
1996 1,989.8 1,502.2 1,297.7 204.5 75.5 13.6 65.2 
Men 
15 to 24 1981 2,413.3 1,756.7 bol .7 244.9 72.8 13.9 62.6 
1983 2955.1 1,642.3 1,278.4 363.9 69.8 22.2 54.3 
1989 2,033.9 1,493.0 1,309.6 183.4 73.4 123 64.4 
1993 1,998.3 1,309.4 1,045.1 264.3 65.5 20.2 52.3 
1996 2,009.6 12753 1,052.4 222.9 63.5 PS 52.4 
15 to 19 1981 1,184.7 692.3 575.4 116.9 58.4 16.9 48.6 
1983 1,104.1 587.3 445.9 141.4 33.2 24.1 40.4 
1989 963.0 583.5 499.1 84.4 60.6 14.5 51.8 
1993 973.3 494.1 384.3 109.9 50.8 222 39.5 
1996 1,004.5 483.0 378.8 104.2 48.1 21.6 ST 
20 to 24 1981 1,228.6 1,064.4 936.4 128.0 86.6 12.0 76.2 
1983 1,249.0 1,055.0 832.6 222.5 84.5 2st 66.7 
1989 1,070.9 909.5 810.6 99.0 84.9 10.9 15.4 
1993 1,025.1 815.3 660.8 154.5 79.5 18.9 64.5 
1996 1,005.1 71923 673.6 118.7 78.8 15.0 67.0 
Women 
15 to 24 1981 2,362.4 LSAL2 13328.2 183.0 64.0 127 56.2 
1983 2,283.8 1,452.2 1,207.6 244.6 63.6 16.8 52.9 
1989 13977.6 1,340.8 1207.2 133.6 67.8 10.0 61.0 
1993 15939;:7 11927 1,015.4 17753 61.5 14.9 323 
1996 1,941.7 1,155.6 987.2 168.4 59.3 14.6 50.8 
15 to 19 1981 1,141.6 609.2 515.2 94.0 53.4 15.4 45.1 
1983 1,054.2 531.7 425.1 106.6 50.4 20.1 40.3 
1989 926.6 225.1 465.0 60.1 56.7 11.4 50.2 
1993 930.9 457.1 377.0 80.1 49.1 17.5 40.5 
1996 957.0 445.7 363.1 82.6 46.6 18.5 37.9 
20 to 24 1981 1,220.8 902.0 813.1 89.0 729 9.9 66.6 
1983 15229.5 920.5 782.5 138.0 74.9 15.0 63.6 
1989 1,051.0 815.7 742.2 73.4 77.6 9.0 70.6 
1993 1,008.8 735.6 638.4 97.2 7129 13,2 63.3 
1996 984.7 710.0 624.1 85.8 721 12 63.4 


Source: STC, Labour Force Survey 
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Table 19 
Labour Force Characteristics of Youths by Province, selected years 


Labour Unemploy- Participa- Unemploy- Employ- 
Population Force Employed ment tion rate ment rate ment rate 
thousands % 
Newfoundland 1981 116.6 60.1 45.7 14.4 Ses 2979 592 
1983 116.3 57.9 39.8 18.1 49.8 15 34.2 
1989 107.2 52:9 40.4 12.6 49.4 23.7 Silo 
1993 102.1 46.3 31.9 14.4 45.3 3441 3178 
1996 90.5 40.3 28.6 11.7 44.5 29,0 31.6 
Prince Edward Island 1981 23.4 14.6 ee, 2.8 62.5 PS 50.7 
1983 23.1 14.7 11.8 2 63.8 19.6 SEZ 
1989 20.3 139 11.2 2.6 68.1 18.8 3953 
1993 19.8 13.0 10.1 29 66.1 22.4 S1:3 
1996 20.0 13.4 10.9 2 67.0 18.7 54.5 
Nova Scotia 1981 160.9 99.8 82.9 16.9 62.0 17.0 a me 
1983 1592 96.1 75.2 21.0 60.4 21.8 47.2 
1989 139.8 92.0 78.3 13,7 65.8 14.9 56.0 
1993 13253 80.4 62.1 18.4 60.8 22.8 46.9 
1996 1275 74.7 60.4 14.3 58.6 19.1 47.4 
New Brunswick 1981 SET 80.1 64.9 152 58.2 19.0 47.1 
1983 134.1 76.2 57.6 18.5 56.8 24.3 43.0 
1989 MT TSN 59.2 13.8 62.1 18.9 50.3 
1993 1637 66.8 53.4 13.4 58.8 20.1 47.0 
1996 108.1 61.6 49.9 117 57.0 19.0 46.2 
Quebec 1981 12919 813.7 673.0 140.8 63.0 17.3 52.1 
1983 1,219.0 748.5 NS 169.2 61.4 22.6 47.5 
1989 981.9 655:5 569.6 85.9 66.8 13.1 58.0 
1993 9277 554.9 447.9 107.0 58.2 193 47.0 
1996 967.8 5531 449.0 104.7 Sy? 18.9 46.4 
Ontario 1981 1,669.8 1,190.0 1,044.6 145.4 NES 22 62.6 
1983 1,655.5 1,165.0 958.8 206.2 70.4 ied! 57.9 
1989 1,517.5 1,127.4 1,038.2 89.2 74.3 Ve 68.4 
1993 1,479.7 970.1 796.9 17872 65.6 179 53.9 
1996 1,468.0 9272 TEES: 143.3 62.8 15.6 53.0 
Manitoba 1981 186.5 134.2 120.1 14.1 72.0 10.5 64.4 
1983 184.4 130.0 110.0 20.0 70.5 15.4 59.7 
1989 160.9 197 103.4 14.3 321 122 64.2 
1993 153.4 106.3 89.8 16.5 69.3 15.5 58.5 
1996 150.0 104.2 90.9 1553 69.5 12.8 60.6 
Saskatchewan 1981 180.5 123.8 112.8 11.0 68.6 8.9 62.5 
1983 177.8 124.5 107.0 17.6 70.0 14.1 60.2 
1989 145.1 97.8 85.9 9 67.4 122 592 
1993 135.1 87.7 79.1 12.5 64.9 14.3 55.6 
1996 138.0 88.7 78.0 10.8 64.3 $252 56.5 
Alberta 1981 493.5 3779 352.8 Poppe 76.6 6.6 fa Pe: 
1983 471.6 340.9 285.0 55.8 12% 16.4 60.4 
1989 379.0 2735 243.9 29.6 122 10.8 64.3 
1993 378.0 257.4 220.6 36.8 68.1 14.3 58.4 
1996 383.5 264.4 29221 8233 68.9 122 60.5 
British Columbia 1981 514.8 51821 331.4 42.3 IZ 113 64.4 
1983 496.0 340.8 261.6 79.2 68.7 232) 52.7 
1989 442.1 330.1 286.8 43.3 74.7 134 64.9 
1993 471.4 SH 2126 46.6 67.7 14.6 57.8 
1996 497.7 308.6 261.8 46.8 62.0 15.2 52.6 


Source: STC, Labour Force Survey 
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Table 20 . 
Number and percentage of youths attending school by age, sex and type of school, Canada, Oct. to Dec. Avg. 
Both sexes Men Women 
Change Change Change 
1989 1996 89 to 96 1989 1996 89 to 96 1989 1996 89 to 96 
School attendance 
(in thousands) 
15-24 2,066.9 2,391.8 324.9 1,026.7 1,193.9 167.2 1,040.2 1,197.9 157.7 
15-16 694.7 768.6 739 352,7 392.2 39.5 342 376.4 34.4 
17-19 793.2 885.4 922 392.1 444.3 522 401.1 441.1 4 
20-24 579 Wed 158.7 281.9 357.4 75.5 297.1 380.3 83.2 
Percentage of youths attending: (%) 
All schools 
15-24 51.9 60.4 8.5 50.9 59.3 8.4 53.0 61.6 8.6 
15-16 95.9 96.5 0.6 95.4 96.1 0.8 96.4 96.9 0.4 
17-19 68.3 19 12 66.4 74.0 TT 70.3 TA 6.8 
20-24 273 274 9.4 26.7 35.6 8.9 28.6 38.6 10.0 
High school 
15-24 28.4 32.4 3.9 29.0 33.4 4.4 27.9 31.4 325 
15-16 94.0 94.7 0.7 93.4 94.8 1.3 94.7 94.7 0.0 
17-19 36.3 41.1 4.8 38.7 43.5 4.8 33.9 38.6 4.7 
Community college/CEGEP 
15-24 0 F7 i) 9.3 112 1.9 10.8 123 
17-19 11 18.9 iz 15.8 17.1 1.3 19.7 20.9 bed 
20-24 8 11.8 3.0 8.4 12.0 3.6 9.1 11.5 
University 
15-24 12:1 14.2 2-0 11.4 12.6 ee 12.9 15.8 2:9 
17-19 12.0 12.6 0.6 9.7 10.9 bez 14.5 14.4 -0.1 
20-24 16.4 20.7 4.3 16.4 18.6 2.3 16.4 22.8 6.4 
Other educational institutions 
15-24 15 22 0.8 2 21 0.9 1.4 22 0.7 
17-19 22 29 0.7 22 2: 0.3 22 sp) 1.0 
20-24 kez 23 12 1.0 2: 1:5 1:3 22 0.8 
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Table 21 
Number & percentage of youths attending school by sex, province & type of school, Oct. to Dec. Avg. 
Both sexes Men Women 
Change Change Change 
1989 1996 89 to 96 1989 1996 89 to 96 1989 1996 89 to 96 
School attendance 
(in thousands) 
Canada 2,066.9 2,391.8 324.9 1,026.7 1,193.9 167.2 1,040.2 1,197.9 157.7 
Newfoundland 54.3 522 -2.1 Dies 26.3 -1.2 26.8 25.9 -0.9 
Prince Edward Island 9.8 10.8 1.0 4.7 5.1 0.4 SA SA 0.6 
Nova Scotia 71.6 TE 55 36.7 39.5 2.8 34.9 Biles 2.6 
New Brunswick SH 58.3 0.6 28.3 29.4 En 29.4 28.9 -0.5 
Quebec 503.9 599.6 95.7 242.5 291.3 48.8 261.4 308.3 46.9 
Ontario 819.3 945.5 126.2 409.3 478.8 69.5 410.0 466.7 56.7 
Manitoba UIE: 80.5 372 39.5 38.7 -0.8 37.8 41.8 4.0 
Saskatchewan 73.0 76.1 3.1 36.0 38.9 29 310 B74 0.2 
Alberta 184.9 206.5 21.6 95.2 102.8 7.6 89.6 103.7 14.1 
British Columbia 21522 285.2 70.0 107.0 143.1 36.1 108.2 142.1 33.9 
Percentage of youths attending 
Newfoundland — All schools SIA 58.9 721 50.9 583 7.4 SES 59.4 8.1 
High school 31.6 30.7 -1.0 32.8 2h12) -1.3 30.5 29.8 -0.6 
Community College Wed 9.8 25 7.0 10.4 3.4 ded 92 1) 
University il 16.8 5.6 10.2 14.9 4.7 12.3 18.8 6.5 
Prince Edward Island — All 
schools 49.0 54.0 5.0 46.1 NS 5.4 52.0 56.4 4.4 
High school 30.0 50 0 30.4 823 1.9 28.6 28.7 0.1 
Community College 4.0 LS 2 39 6.1 271 4.1 8.9 4.8 
University 14.5 SES) 1.0 11.8 131 1.4 173 17.8 0.5 
Nova Scotia — All schools 51.8 60.9 9.1 52.8 61.5 8.7 507 60.1 9.4 
High school 32.0 34.8 2:9 32.8 36.8 4.0 Sel 32.9 j 7 
Community College 4.4 6.3 179 4.6 6.7 21 4.2 3.9 isd 
University Ie 18.6 4.9 152 17.0 Saf, 14.2 20.4 6.1 
New Brunswick — All schools 49.5 54.5 5.0 48.2 53.8 5.6 50:9 552 4.3 
High school 29.6 30.8 12 29.6 321 2.4 29.4 29.4 0.0 
Community College 5.0 6:3 1:5 Sal ses 0.4 4.8 123 2.4 
University 13.8 16.6 7 12.8 ESE 2.8 14.9 17.6 27 
Quebec — All schools 51.9 61.8 9:9 49.2 59.0 9.8 54.6 64.8 10.1 
High school 21.9 26.9 5.0 21.6 27.9 6.3 el 25.8 97 
Community College 122 19.3 2.1 16.1 179 1.8 18.4 20.9 2,5 
University tas 125 15 9.9 9.7 -0.2 1287 LS 2.8 
Ontario — All schools 54.4 64.4 10.0 SES 64.1 10.6 Se” 64.6 9.4 
High school 32.9 2772 4.3 335 38.5 5.0 22.9) 35.8 3.6 
Community College 8.0 10.3 2 UP 105 353 8.9 10.2 155 
University 1227 1522 275 1222 13.8 had 1522 16.5 3.2 
Manitoba — All schools 48.6 53.7 Sal 48.8 50.9 231 48.5 56.7 8.3 
High school 28.3 30.0 17 30.5 28.8 -1.7 25.9 311 52 
Community College 4.6 4.6 0.0 4.3 Sige. -1.0 4.9 6.0 Bal 
University 13.5 Me 3.6 12 16.8 4.4 14.4 17.4 3.0 
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Table 21 — Concluded : 
Number & percentage of youths attending school by sex, province & type of school, Oct. to Dec. Avg. 


Both sexes Men Women 
Change Change Change 
1989 1996 89 to 96 1989 1996 89 to 96 1989 1996 89 to 96 
Saskatchewan — All schools ay ES) 54.9 3.4 50.1 55.0 5.0 52.9 54.7 
High school 30.1 32.8 82) 30.0 33.9 3.9 30.2 31.6 1.4 
Community College 4.0 4.2 0.2 322 4.2 1.0 4.9 4.1 -0.7 
University 14.6 16.7 2.1 14.3 LSe7 1.4 14.9 TES. 2.9 
Alberta — All schools 49.0 SES 4.3 50.0 51.9 1.9 48.0 54.8 6.8 
High school 26.6 30.6 4.0 Zee, Bile Bas 25%) 30.0 4.5 
Community College 8.8 8.9 0.1 8.5 6.9 -1.6 9:1 11.0 
University 1253 11.7 -0.6 P22 m2 -0.2 1253 ie: - 
British Columbia — All 
schools 48.7 56.9 S22. 47.9 56.3 8.3 49.5 575 8.0 
High school 26.7 31.0 4.4 27.4 Sikes) 4.1 25.9 30: 4.6 
Community College 102 10.5 0.3 OS 10.9 1.4 M0 10.1 -0.9 
University 9.9 1275 27 9.5 10.5 NAG, 10.3 14.7 4.4 
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Table 22 
Labour Market Characteristics of Students in July, by Province, Selected Years 
Not in the 
Labour Unem- Labour Participa- Unemploy- Employ- 
Population Force Employed ployed Force tion rate ment rate ment rate 
thousands %o 
Canada 1981 LASTS 1,228.2 1,087.3 140.9 569.2 68.3 HIS 60.5 
1983 1,814.8 1,198.8 980.0 218.8 615.9 66.1 18.3 54.0 
1989 1,841.4 1,415.1 1,272.7 142.4 426.4 76.8 10.1 69.1 
1993 21 1978 1,449.5 1,173.6 275.9 670.3 68.4 19.0 55.4 
1996 2,102.0 1,341.5 1,094.1 247.5 760.4 63.8 184 5251 
Newfoundland 1981 34.2 16.8 1275 4.5 17.4 49.1 26.9 2529 
1983 40.9 17.4 11.5 5.8 235 42.5 33.6 282 
1989 49.9 30.9 2523 5.6 19.0 62.0 18.0 50.8 
1993 50.4 29.9 20.5 9.4 20.5 595 20.4 40.7 
1996 47.7 24.4 195 5.0 232 51.4 20.3 40.9 
Prince Edward Island 1981 10.0 7.6 6.8 0.9 2.4 76.4 E15 GET 
1983 92 7.0 6.3 0.8 21 76.9 ae 68.3 
1989 957 8.4 7.6 0.8 1e) 86.5 9.0 78.8 
1993 10.1 8.5 pe) 1.0 1.6 84.2 11.8 74.3 
1996 10.1 8.3 123 A! 1.7 83.2 13.1 125 
Nova Scotia 1981 62.7 39.4 34.4 5.0 23,3 62.9 127 54.9 
1983 68.0 40.7 32,0 8.7 20.3 59.9 233 47.1 
1989 65.8 47.5 40.2 ÎLE 18.4 72.1 15.4 61.0 
1993 67.9 46.4 36.5 9.9 21.4 68.3 21:35 53.8 
1996 69.2 46.3 31.3 9.0 23.0 66.9 19.4 53.9 
New Brunswick 1981 5229 31.0 26.6 4.4 2153 3933 14.2 50.9 
1983 5220 32.3 25,1 6.5 19.7 62.1 20.2 49.5 
1989 533 38.1 32.3 5.8 15.4 71.3 153 60.4 
1993 579 41.4 32.6 8.8 16.5 PLUS 203 56.3 
1996 54.1 36.4 SOA 5.8 17.6 67.5 59 56.7 
Quebec 1981 495.3 296.2 259.4 36.9 19971 59.8 12.4 52.4 
1983 477.9 265.9 2072 58.7 2121 55.6 221 43.3 
1989 449.0 324.7 291.8 32.9 124.3 112) 10.1 65.0 
1993 5592 348.3 288.4 59:9 2109 62.3 ER 51.6 
1996 522.5 3427) 243.5 68.6 210.4 39.7 22.0 46.6 
Ontario 1981 691.5 516.8 455.2 61.6 174.6 74.7 ree 65.8 
1983 TASSE 531.9 446.3 85.6 183.2 74.4 16.1 62.4 
1989 763.9 6251 581.3 41.8 140.8 81.6 6.7 76.1 
1993 829.7 594.1 473.1 121.0 2355 71.6 20.4 57.0 
1996 842.4 556.0 456.0 100.0 286.4 66.0 18.0 54.1 
Manitoba 1981 68.3 50.4 45.7 4.7 E79 73:8 93 66.9 
1983 68.8 47.6 41.3 6.4 212 69.2 13.3 60.0 
1989 66.1 48.4 41.7 6.7 177 132 13.8 63.1 
1993 755 55.6 46.1 95 19.7 73.8 F7. 61.2 
1996 65.8 46.8 40.2 6.6 19.0 TAG 14.1 61.1 
Saskatchewan 1981 61.7 43.7 39.8 359 18.0 70.8 8.9 64.5 
1983 60.5 41.3 36.4 4.9 197 68.3 12.0 60.1 
1989 61.6 44.2 38.6 55 17.4 71.8 12.6 62.7 
1993 65.8 44.7 38.8 5.8 21.1 67.8 13.0 59.0 
1996 63.5 43.5 38.3 52 20.0 68.5 12:0 60.3 
Alberta 1981 145.1 104.6 97.1 5 40.6 7220 sa 66.9 
1983 138.3 234 77.8 15.8 44.6 67.7 16.9 56.3 
1989 152.4 118.1 104.1 14.0 34.3 175 1k9 68.3 
1993 178.4 1322 107.6 24.6 46.1 74.1 18.6 60.3 
1996 181.4 126.5 103.1 23.5 54.9 69.8 18.6 56.8 
British Columbia 1981 176.4 121.7 110.1 11.6 54.7 69.0 œS 62.4 
1983 184.1 121.1 95.6 25.5 63.0 65.8 21-41 51.9 
1989 169.6 1317 109.7 22.0 37.9 TP 16.7 64.7 
1993 225.3 148.3 122% 25.8 77.0 65.8 17.4 54.4 
1996 245.4 141.1 118.2 229 104.5 SES L622 48.2 
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Table 23 : 
Labour Force Characterisitics of Non-Student Youths 15-24 Years Old, by Province, Selected Years 
Popu- Labour Employed Unem- Participa- | Unemploy- Employ- 
lation Force Employed part-time ployed tion rate ment rate ment rate 
thousands % 
Newfoundland 1981 7159 50.6 SE art 133 66.8 26.3 49.1 
1983 714 47.3 30.6 4.3 16.6 66.2 35.1 42.9 
1989 52.4 37.1 26.9 3.5 10.2 70.8 2) Sie 
1993 46.1 30.7 20.1 5a 10.6 66.6 34.5 43.6 
1996 38.5 26.1 175 51 8.8 67.8 27 44.9 
Prince Edward Island 1981 12.9 10.1 7.6 1.0 LS 78.3 24.8 58.9 
1983 12.9 10.3 7.1 F2 2.6 79.8 25.2 59.7 
1989 10.4 8.7 6.3 0.9 2.4 83.7 27.6 60.6 
1993 8.3 1.3 5 1.0 25 88.0 OS) 60.2 
1996 8.9 7.9 6 1.1 1.9 88.8 24.1 67.4 
Nova Scotia 1981 92.6 72.6 57.6 6.3 15 78.4 20.7 622 
1983 85.9 68.7 51.4 7.4 17.4 80.0 25.3 59.8 
1989 67.9 eye? 46.7 54, 10.5 84.2 18.4 68.8 
1993 55.4 46.2 33.8 6.9 12.5 83.4 27.1 61.0 
1996 52:3 42.5 332 9.1 93 81.3 21.9 63.5 
New Brunswick 1981 80.3 592 45.9 SA 13.3 187) 225) 572 
1983 76.9 55.6 39.7 6.8 15.9 723 28.6 51.6 
1989 59.9 48.3 37.4 5.0 10.9 80.6 22.6 62.4 
1993 522 41.6 322 6.0 9.4 79.7 22.6 61.7 
1996 50.8 39.0 30.6 6.8 8.3 76.8 212 60.2 
Quebec 1981 7412 618.9 494.9 45.7 124.0 83.5 20.0 66.8 
1983 684.1 557.6 416.4 59.5 141.2 81.5 253 60.9 
1989 488.1 4147 350.9 38.1 63.7 85.0 15.4 71.9 
1993 362.4 297.7 231.4 41.2 66.4 82.1 223 63.9 
1996 372.5 304.8 2351 47.4 69.1 81.8 22.7 63.3 
Ontario 1981 884.7 783.0 677.2 60.0 105.8 88.5 13.5 76.5 
1983 850.8 753.9 605.9 76.5 148.0 88.6 19.6 712 
1989 702.6 632.1 578.0 47.1 54.1 90.0 8.6 82.3 
1993 559.1 484.0 388.2 74.5 95.8 86.6 19.8 69.4 
1996 530.9 455.6 379.4 78.3 76.1 85.8 16.7 TS 
Manitoba 1981 108.0 942 83.1 6.7 11.0 87.2 117 76.9 
1983 105.1 90.6 75.1 93 15.6 86.2 17.2 Te) 
1989 83.7 73.8 62.9 8.3 10.9 88.2 14.8 75:1 
1993 70.1 59.9 50.2 9.5 9.7 85.4 16.2 71.6 
1996 70.7 61.0 52.2 11.1 8.9 86.3 14.6 73.8 
Saskatchewan 1981 107.8 89.7 80.3 73 9.4 83.2 10.5 74.5 
1983 108.4 92.7 77.3 10.9 15.4 85.5 16.6 ks: 
1989 739 62.7 53.6 8.4 9.1 85.1 14.5 Tet 
1993 61.0 S15) 42.5 93 9 84.4 175 69.7 
1996 63.8 54.3 47.8 9.0 6.5 85.1 12.0 74.9 
Alberta 1981 330.1 293.4 270.7 16.3 22% 88.9 7.1 82.0 
1983 295.1 260.2 2143 25.3 45.9 88.2 17.6 72.6 
1989 196.1 171.6 150.6 18.2 21.0 87.5 122 76.8 
1993 173.6 151.4 128.3 23.0 23°] 87.2 15.3 73.9 
1996 174.8 156.8 139.6 23.6 17.1 89.7 10.9 79.9 
British Columbia 1981 314.8 270.9 236.0 23.5 34.8 86.1 12.8 75.0 
1983 289.4 244.3 179.6 30.5 64.7 84.4 26.5 62.1 
1989 234.3 211.3 181.7 253 29.7 902 14.1 77.6 
1993 226.2 195.5 164.9 28.0 30.6 86.4 157 72.9 
1996 215.8 181.6 151.2 30.8 30.4 84.2 16.7 70.1 
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Data in many forms 


Statistics Canada disseminates data in a variety of forms. In addition to publications, both standard and spécial tabulations 
are offered. Data are available on the Internet, compact disc, diskette, computer printouts, microfiche and microfilm, 
and magnetic tape. Maps and other geographic reference materials are available for some types of data. Direct online 
access to aggregated information is possible through CANSIM, Statistics Canada’s machine-readable database and 
retrieval system. 


How to obtain more information 


Inquiries about this publication and related statistics or services should be directed to: Nathalie Caron, Labour Force 
Survey, Statistics Canada, Ottawa, Ontario, K1A OT6 (telephone: (613) 951-4168) or to the Statistics Canada Regional 
Reference Centre in: 


Halifax (902) 426-5331 Regina (306) 780-5405 
Montréal (514) 283-5725 Edmonton (403) 495-3027 
Ottawa (613) 951-8116 Calgary (403) 292-6717 
Toronto (416) 973-6586 Vancouver (604) 666-3691 


Winnipeg (204) 983-4020 
You can also visit our World Wide Web site: http://www.statcan.ca 


Toll-free access is provided for all users who reside outside the local dialling area of any of the Regional Reference 
Centres. 


National enquiries line 1 800 263-1136 
National telecommunications device for the hearing impaired 1 800 363-7629 
Order-only line (Canada and United States) 1 800 267-6677 


Ordering/Subscription information 


All prices exclude sales tax 


Catalogue no. 71-005-XPB, is published quarterly in a paper version for $29.00 per issue or $96.00 for four issues in 
Canada. Outside Canada the cost is US$29.00 per issue or US$96.00 for four issues. 


Please send orders to Statistics Canada, Operations and Integration Division, Circulation Management, 120 Parkdale 
Avenue, Ottawa, Ontario, K1A OT6 or by dialling (613) 951-7277 or 1 800 700-1033, by fax (613) 951-1584 or 
1 800 889-9734 or by Internet: order@statcan.ca. For change of address, please provide both old and new addresses. 
Statistics Canada publications may also be purchased from authorized agents, bookstores and local Statistics Canada 
offices. 


Standards of service to the public 


Statistics Canada is committed to serving its clients in a prompt, reliable and courteous manner and in the official 
language of their choice. To this end, the agency has developed standards of service which its employees observe 
in serving its clients. To obtain a copy of these service standards, please contact your nearest Statistics Canada 
Regional Reference Centre. 


Statistics Canada 
Household Surveys Division 


Labour Force 
Update 


Hours of Work 
Summer 1997 Vol.1 No. 2 


Published by authority of the Minister responsible for Statistics Canada 

© Minister of Industry, 1997 

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system 
or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording 
or otherwise without prior written permission from Licence Services, Marketing Division, 
Statistics Canada, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada K1A OT6. 

July 1997 


Catalogue no. 71-005-XPB 
Frequency: Quarterly 


ISSN 1206-6400 


Ottawa 


Note of appreciation 


Canada owes the success of its statistical system to a long-standing co-operation involving 
Statistics Canada, the citizens of Canada, its businesses, governments and other institutions. 
Accurate and timely statistical information could not be produced without their continued 
co-operation and goodwill. 


This publication was prepared under the direction of: 


Mike Sheridan, Director General, Labour and Household Surveys Branch (613) 951-9480 
Maryanne Webber, Director, Household Surveys Division (613) 951-2899 


Deborah Sunter, Manager, Labour Force Survey Subdivision (LFS), Household 
Surveys Division (613) 951-4740 


Jean-Marc Lévesque, Analysis (613) 951-2301 
Ross McOrmond, Data Processing (613) 951-4734 
Royal Généreux, Processing (613) 951-4725 


with the assistance of the staff members of Labour Force Survey Subdivision. 


For information regarding the contents of the analysis please contact the following 
authors: 


Geoff Bowlby 
Phone: (613) 951-3325 
Fax: (613) 951-2869 
Email: bowlgeo@statcan.ca 


Jean-Marc Lévesque 
Phone: (613) 951-2301 
Fax: (613) 951-2869 
Email: levejea@statcan.ca 


Deborah Sunter 
Phone: (613) 951-4740 
Fax: (613) 951-2869 
Email: suntdeb@statcan.ca 


Written contributions to the publication were also prepared by Jean-Pierre Maynard, Micro-Economic 
Analysis Division and Vincent Ferrao, Household Surveys Division. 


2 / Labour Force Update Statistics Canada - Catalogue no. 71-005-XPB 


Highlights 


t the turn of the century, the average worker in 

Canada put in a 60 hour workweek. As time passed, 
growth in productivity and real wages allowed a general 
decline in the average workweek. By the 1960’s, the 
workweek was reduced to 40 hours spread over five days 
and fell further until the early 1980’s. Since that time, Ca- 
nadian workers have not seen much reduction in work 
time. In fact, at 37.1 hours, the workweek was only 20 
minutes shorter in 1995 than it was ten years before. 


Even though the average workweek has remained 
fairly stable in recent years, relatively more people are 
working shorter hours while there has been a similar in- 
crease in the proportion who work longer hours. In 1995, 
24% of workers put in less than 35 hours per week, an in- 
crease of 8 percentage points from 1976. The percentage 
working longer hours (greater than 40 hours), meanwhile, 
increased from 19% to 22% over that same period. 


As the standard workweek has become less and less 
common, a growing proportion of the employed work 
part-time. As a result, there has been an increase in the 
relative number of underemployed. In the first quarter of 
1997, the number of underemployed was 2.2% of all em- 
ployed. Approximately 293,000 part-timers who looked for 
a full-time job were not working full-time because busi- 
ness or economic conditions prevented them. 


Although people may be working part-time due to a 
lack of full-time work opportunities, there are a host of 
non-economic reasons for working part-time. For exam- 
ple, people may work part-time because it allows them the 
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time to attend school, look after children or engage in 
other activities. Just over two-thirds of all part-timers 
work less than 30 hours per week voluntarily, amounting 
to about 1.9 million people. 


With a greater proportion of the employed population 
working longer hours, it begs the question: how many 
people work overtime in a given week? In early 1997, an 
average 1.9 million people worked unpaid or paid over- 
time, accounting for 18.6% of all employees who were at 
work. Most overtimers were unpaid for their extra time as 
10.7% of employees worked overtime without compensa- 
tion while 8.4% worked paid overtime. 


The proportion of people with more than one job 
(moonlighters) has increased rapidly over the last twenty 
years and has led to some of the increase in the relative 
number of people working long hours. In general, moon- 
lighters work longer hours since they are piecing together 
two or more jobs. In 1996, moonlighters were less likely 
to be working full-time in their main job than moonlight- 
ers in 1976. A larger percent were piecing together two 
part-time jobs to make ends meet. 


Some of the increase in the percentage working longer 
hours can also be attributed to self-employment growth. 
In 1995, the self employed were three times as likely as 
regular paid employees to work long hours. One third of 
all self employed workers worked more than 49 hours per 
week at their business. 
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Work hours: Introduction 


he demand for information on work hours is now 

greater than ever before. Economists and policy mak- 
ers are interested in the relationship between the distribu- 
tion of work and unemployment. It has been proposed 
that in an economy which seems pressed to create new 
jobs the hours of existing workers could be redistributed 
to combat unemployment. Among the employed, work 
hours are a critical factor underlying growth in earnings 
inequality. Other concerns center on the interaction be- 
tween the demands of the workplace and the family. 


This publication serves as a reference to trends in 
work hours from a number of important perspectives. 
First, the reader is provided with a brief overview of the 
many indicators associated with work hours, and their re- 
spective uses. Next, the evolution of the work week is 
traced in broad terms. After decades of steep decline, 
since the mid 1960’s the length of the standard workweek 
appears to have stabilized. But closer investigation un- 
covers a growing polarization in the distribution of work 
hours. 


With so many more employed persons working a short 
or long work week, it is instructive to take a closer look at 
each of these groups. For example, among those with 
part-time hours, some have chosen their schedule “volun- 
tarily”, for reasons such as school, childcare, or personal 
preference. Others would prefer longer hours but are un- 
able to obtain them, and are considered “involuntary” 
part-timers. The distinction is important, since it provides 
us with an indicator of underemployment and, hence, 
potential labour supply. 


While there is no similar measure of the voluntary or 
involuntary nature of those working long work weeks, it 
is possible to distinguish between extra hours worked for 
overtime pay, and those that are simply worked “for free”. 
We can look at the attributes of the workers and jobs as- 
sociated with paid and unpaid overtime. Again, the dis- 
tinction is important because, although they both indicate 
a concentration of work effort, paid overtime is likely to 
have more potential for redistribution leading to new 
hiring. 


Another trend that has caught the attention of ana- 
lysts is growth in the proportion of workers who hold 
more than one job or business. These workers, in effect, 
string together the work hours of two or more jobs — 
increasing their total weekly hours, and hence their earn- 
ings. 
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Self-employment has also been on a long-term upward 
trend but the pace of growth has increased sharply in the 
nineties. This raises questions about the nature and qual- 
ity of this type of work. While these questions will be 
explored more fully in a subsequent issue of Labour Force 
Update, the hours dimension of self-employment is exam- 
ined here. 


Most of the data presented in this publication come 
from the Labour Force Survey. However, Statistics 
Canada has a number of other useful sources of hours 
data including the Census, the Survey of Employees, 
Payrolls and Hours, and the Survey of Labour and In- 
come dynamics. The topics covered in this report are: 

M An overview of hours data indicators from the LFS 
@ Trends in the distribution of work hours 

H Underemployment 

@ Voluntary part-time employment 

M Unpaid and paid overtime: Incidence and duration 
@ Moonlighting for more work hours 


@ The work hours of business owners 


M Definitions, LFS data sources and survey 
methodology 


@ Appendix: Detailed tables 


@ Appendix: Non-LFS sources of hours data 
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An overview of hours data indicators 


from the LFS 


he concept of work hours is many faceted. A variety 

of indicators are needed to monitor trends in the vol- 
ume and distribution of employment. The following pro- 
vides a brief description of these indicators and their 
respective uses. 


Usual hours 


A count of usual weekly work hours provides a general 
indicator of the current volume of market-based work. 
This measure is not affected by temporary increases or 
decreases in work schedules due to factors such as over- 
time, holidays, vacations, illness, and strikes, since it is 
based on the notion of a normal or average work week. 


M The concept of usual hours has changed with the 
redesign of the Labour Force Survey questionnaire. 
From 1976 to 1996, usual hours referred to hours 
worked in a typical week, regardless of whether they 
were paid or unpaid. Thus, if paid overtime or unpaid 
extra hours were typical of the worker’s schedule, they 
would be included in estimates of usual hours. With 
the introduction of a revised questionnaire in 1997, 
the definition of usual hours remained unchanged for 
the self-employed, but was altered considerably for 
employees. 


M For employees, usual hours are now defined as those 
normally worked in a week for regular pay rates. In- 
formation on overtime hours (both paid and unpaid) 
are collected separately. 


@ This change was introduced to provide a better un- 
derstanding of normal or standard work schedules and 
overtime behaviour. With the introduction of earn- 
ings questions in the 1997 questionnaire redesign, the 
new definition also results in a more appropriate meas- 
ure for the calculation of usual weekly and hourly 
earnings. 


™ The new concept of usual hours for employees was 
phased in gradually from September 1996 to January 
1997, and is likely to have introduced a slight down- 
ward shift in the estimates of usual hours over this 
period, primarily for full-time workers who usually put 
in paid or unpaid additional hours. This should be 
taken into consideration in any analyses of trends, 
especially those concerning workers with long work 
weeks. (See Trends in the Distribution of Work Hours) 


Actual hours 


A count of total hours actually worked (actual hours) 
provides a specific estimate of the volume of market- 
based work performed during the reference week. This 
measure reflects temporary increases or decreases in 
work hours (eg. illness, vacation, holiday, overtime, ir- 
regular work schedules).! 


@ Since it provides an estimate of work directly attribut- 
able to the current production of goods or services, 
actual work hours are used in estimates of labour pro- 
ductivity. 


MH As seen in the chart below, total actual hours worked 
are always lower than total usual hours because net 
time lost from work is always greater than net hours 
worked in excess of the regular schedule. 


SAL ELLER LEE ED TELS DS SAS POUR 
Chart 1 


Total actual weekly hours consistently lower than total 
usual hours 


millions 


so Sor 
a aM 


600 


Source: Labour Force Survey, annual averages 


1 The 1997 redesign of the Labour Force Survey Question- 


naire did not affect the historical continuity of actual hours 
for either employees or the self-employed. 
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An overview of hours data indicators from the LFS 
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Changes in work hours relative to changes in 
employment 


Total usual and actual hours tend to increase and de- 
crease with employment. To determine if the pace of 
growth in work hours is matching that of employment, an 
index of growth for each series can be compared. 


Chart 2 
Over the long term, the rate of growth in employment 
has exceeded that of both usual and actual weekly hours 
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Source: Labour Force Survey, annual averages 


Average usual and average actual hours 


Average hours worked per week provides a simpler index 
of the relative pace of change in hours and employment. 
Averages can be calculated for any sub-group such as 
age, sex, industry etc. (See Appendix for detailed tables.) 


@ Not surprisingly, since employment has grown at a 
faster pace than work hours (Chart 2), average usual 
hours have trended down over the long term, although 
the rate of decline has been much slower since the 
early eighties. For example, average usual hours were 
38.7 in 1976, 37.4 in 1985, and 37.1 in 1996. The drop 
between 1976 and 1985 was almost an hour and a half 
per worker. In contrast, the decline between 1985 and 
1996 was about 20 minutes per worker. 
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Chart 3 
Actual hours more sensitive to changing 
economic conditions 


hours per week 
39 


38 Rae al | Avg. usual hours 


37 


Avg. actual hours (employed persons at — 
work during reference week) 


Avg. actual hours (all employed persons) 


Source: Labour Force Survey, annual averages 


@ Average actual hours provide a more timely indicator 
of changes in the economic cycle than average usual 
hours. Chart 3 shows that average actual hours fell 
further in the recessions of the early eighties and nine- 
ties. They also tended to increase earlier than em- 
ployment in the recovery periods. 


& When average actual hours are calculated for those 
at work for at least part of the reference week, they 
are little different in level from average usual hours. 
Differences only arise from the fact that those at work 
may miss part of the week, and/or work paid overtime 
or unpaid extra hours. However, when average actual 
hours are calculated for all employed persons, they 
are much lower than average usual hours. The differ- 
ence ranges between about 2.5 to 3.5 hours or 7% to 
9%, due to hours lost by both those missing part of 
the week and those away for the entire reference week. 
Vacations and holidays account for the majority of 
time lost (58% in 1996), followed by illness (21%) and 
personal or family responsibilities (12%). 
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Work hours are highly seasonal 


Total usual and actual weekly hours are highly seasonal 
because they move with employment levels through the 
year. Actual hours also have their own seasonal pattern, 
mostly reflecting the popularity of the summer months for 
vacations (partly offset by the employment surge from 
students working at summer jobs) and the fairly regular 
occurrence of statutory holidays such as Good Friday 
and Thanksgiving in the Labour Force Survey reference 
week. 


Chart 4 
Actual hours have more seasonal influences than 
usual hours 


thousands 
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Actual hours 


Source: Labour Force Survey, monthly unadjusted data 


Chart 5 
Holidays, vacations and summer jobs for students are 
major factors in the seasonality of actual hours worked 
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Source: Labour Force Survey, monthly unadjusted data 


M Short-term movements in estimates of actual hours 
are particularly affected by variability of the dates of 
the survey reference week combined with the pres- 
ence or absence of fixed (Remembrance Day) or mov- 
ing holidays (Easter, Thanksgiving) during the 
reference week in some years but not in others. 


M Adjustments can be made to the data to control for 
holiday effects. The nature of the adjustment depends 
on the intended use. For annual estimates of labour 
productivity actual hours are adjusted to account for 
the fact that survey information is collected for a par- 
ticular week each month (the reference week), and this 
week is not necessarily representative of the whole 
month. 


M Holidays such as Easter and Thanksgiving do not 
always coincide with LFS reference weeks, causing 
disruptions to short term seasonal trends. These are 
removed from seasonally adjusted actual hours series 
by including an adjustment for holiday variability, 
thereby eliminating the problem. 
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Indicators of the distribution of work 


While it is of vital interest to track changes in the level of 
employment, it is also of great importance to know some- 
thing of the quality or adequacy of job creation. 


M The most popular and widely used indicator of ad- 
equacy is the classification of jobs as either full or 
part-time based on the usual hours of the main or sole 
job/business. Full-time workers are defined as those 
who usually work at least 30 hours per week, while 
the usual hours of part-timers are below 30 per week. 


@ A useful summary indicator of relative growth in full 
and part-time is the part-time employment rate — the 
proportion of employed persons who are part-timers 
at their main or sole job/business. (See “Underem- 
ployment” and “Voluntary Part-time Employment” for 
an exploration of the reasons people work part-time.) 


Chart 6 
Part-time employment continues to grow at a 
faster rate than full-time 
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Source: Labour Force Survey, monthly seasonally adjusted data 
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Chart 7 
Almost one in five jobs are part-time 


Source: Labour Force Survey, monthly seasonally adjusted data 


Part-time/full-time: not the whole 
distribution story 


It is reasonable to assume that if part-time employment is 
growing at a faster pace than full-time, thereby pushing 
up the part-time employment rate, there should be a cor- 
responding decline in average usual hours. But as shown 
earlier in Chart 3, average usual hours have hardly 
dropped since the early 1980’s, while the part-time rate 
has grown from about 16% to 19%. 


M To gain a more complete understanding of the distri- 
bution of working time, one must look at more detail 
than is provided by the full-time/part-time dichotomy. 
Since the precise number of usual work hours are col- 
lected from all employed respondents to the Labour 
Force Survey, one can express the distribution of work 
hours in as much detail as is required for any particu- 
lar analytical enquiry. 


@ For example, a three-way classification splitting work 
hours into those that fall in the range of a standard 
full-time schedule (35 to 40), those above that stand- 
ard (41+) and those below (1 to 34), provides an ex- 
planation for the stability of average hours despite 
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increases in the part-time rate. While part-time em- 
ployment has grown faster than full-time in the recent 
past, so too has the proportion of full-timers whose 
usual schedules exceed the range of a “normal or 
standard” full-time work week. 


Chart 8 

The proportion of workers with a “standard” 
35 to 40 hour work week has declined by 

11 percentage points over the last 20 years 
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Source: Labour Force Survey, annual averages 
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MH A more detailed breakdown of hours into seven groups 
provides additional information on the nature of this 
“polarization” in work time. Most of the increase in 
long hours workers has been in the group working at 
least 50 hours per week, while the upward trend in the 
proportion working below standard hours primarily re- 
flects growth in the proportion working 15 to 29 hours, 
with little increase in the share working less than 15 
hours per week. 


@ “Polarization” in work hours has important implica- 
tions for the relative earning capacity of workers, 
since earnings are a product of both wage rates and 
volume of work, but this is masked by the stability in 
average usual hours. (The nature and extent of hours 
polarization is explored in more detail in “Trends in 
the distribution of work hours”.) 


Other aspects of working time 


Clearly volume of work is a very important aspect of em- 
ployment adequacy since it is highly correlated with earn- 
ings. However, other aspects of working time may also 
contribute to “job quality”. Paid work is only one dimen- 
sion of daily life and workers must balance these 
demands with family and other activities and responsibili- 
ties. 


@ For many workers, flexibility in establishing the time 
they start and end their work day may be an impor- 
tant factor in balancing work with other activities. 


@ The time of day when work occurs — regular day-time 
schedules vs. fixed or irregular shift work — may have 
implications for physical and social well being. Among 
parents, shift work may represent a way of saving 
child care expenses, or may present particular difficul- 
ties in finding suitable child care. 


@ Homeworking may not reduce the time spent on the 
job, but it has the potential to greatly reduce time 
spent travelling to and from work. 


These topics are beyond the scope of this publica- 
tion, but will be covered in depth in an upcoming special 
publication based on the 1995 Survey of Work 
Arrangments, a survey sponsored by Human Resources 
Development Canada and conducted by Statistics 
Canada, and in upcoming issues of Perspectives on La- 
bour and Income (See Definitions, data sources and sur- 
vey methodology). 
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Trends in the distribution of work hours 


t the turn of the century, workers typically put in 60 

hour weeks spread over six days. By 1960, the work 
week was reduced to 40 hours over five days. For some, 
primarily office workers, the standard week fell a bit more 
(35 to 37.5 hours per week) by the end of the 1970s. But 
compared to the dramatic decline in work hours that oc- 
curred over the first six decades of this century, the 
standard work week has been relatively stable for more 
than 20 years. 


@ The impetus behind the trend to a shorter work week 
in the first 60 years of the century was increased pro- 
ductivity and growth in real wages. 


@ Some of the stability in the length of the standard 
work week since 1960 may be attributed to workers 
opting for non-wage benefits instead of shorter hours. 


@ For the last twenty years, benefits have continued to 
increase as a proportion of labour income, and there 
has been virtually no growth in the real earnings of 
full-year, full-time workers since the early 80s. Thus, 
workers have had no potential wage gains to exchange 
for added time away from work. 


H Over the same period, productivity has slowed dra- 
matically, making it unlikely that employers would sup- 
port reduced work hours without a proportionate 
reduction in wages. 


While the “standard” work week has remained in the 
range of 35 to 40 hours for many years, this stability 
masks notable shifts in the distribution of work hours, es- 
pecially since the 1981-82 recession. Over this period a 
standard work schedule has become less and less com- 
mon. By 1995,' only 54% of workers put in a 35 to 40 hour 
work week, down from 65% in 1976. 


@ The decline in the proportion of workers with stand- 
ard hours is coincident with an increase in both the 
share with longer schedules and the share with shorter 
schedules. This two-directional shift out of the mid- 
dle is known as hours polarization. 


1 The definition of usual hours for employees was changed 
with the 1997 questionnaire redesign. Since the new question- 
naire was phased in in 1996, data for that year are not 
comparable to earlier years. For more detail, see “Overview 
of Hours Data Indicators from the LFS”. 
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Chart 9 
Work hours have “polarized” away from the 
“standard” 35 to 40 hour week 
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Source: Labour Force Survey, annual averages 


& While the share of workers with standard hours fell 
10.7 percentage points to 54% between 1976 and 1995, 
the share of workers with shorter work weeks in- 
creased from 16% to nearly 24%, and those usually 
working 41 hours or more per week rose from 19% to 
22%. 


@ Some of the explanation for growth in the proportion 
of workers with long work weeks is the long-term in- 
crease in self-employment and multiple job holding. 
Both these groups tend to have above average work 
hours, and both have grown as a proportion of over- 
all employment since the mid 70s. (See “Moonlighting 
For More Work Hours” and “The Work Hours of Busi- 
ness Owners”.) 


@ Youths may account for some of the increase in the 
share of workers with short hours. For the growing 
number attending school, part-time employment is usu- 
ally more feasible than longer work schedules. In ad- 
dition, youths who have left school are having an 
increasingly difficult time finding full-time employment. 
In 1995, three out of ten non-student youths worked 
less than standard hours, triple the rate in 1976. 
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Trends in the distribution of work hours among 
adult paid employees 


Multiple job-holders, the self-employed and youth em- 
ployment have influenced the overall trend away from 
standard hours. When the focus is restricted to the work 
hours at the main job of adult paid employees who ac- 
count for about 70% of all employment, the degree of po- 
larization in the work week is less striking, but still 
apparent. For this group, the incidence of standard hours 
dropped by 8 percentage points over the last two dec- 
ades, from 73% to 65%. Most of the shift has been into 
shorter work schedules (+5.6 points). The share of adult 
employees with above standard work schedules has also 
grown, but to a lesser extent (+2.5 points). 


Since the distribution of work hours is very different 
for men and women, with employed women four times 
more likely to work shorter hours, the dramatic growth in 
the share of jobs held by women over the last two dec- 
ades explains some of the downward shift in the overall 
hours distribution. This effect can be removed by looking 
at the distribution of work hours for men and women 
separately. 


@ While standard hours are still more prevalent for men 
with paid jobs (69%) than women (61%), the shift out 
of standard hours has been greater for men, and more 
skewed to longer work weeks. 


Table 1 
Distribution of usual hours 


All employed, 
total usual hours 


Adult employees, 
usual hours at main job 


1976 1995 Change 1976 1995 Change 


% percen- % percen- 

tage tage 

points points 

1-14 4.9 6.5 1.6 27 323 0.6 
15-29 16e) 11,2 3.9 6.3 95 33 
30-34 377 5.9 De) a) Sy Noy 
35-39 LORS 17S -1.8 22.0 2272 0,2 
40 45.5 36.7 -8.9 5153 42.9 -8.4 
41-49 7.6 Te -0.1 7.3 ee 0.0 
50+ et, 14.8 FL 7.0 95 HP) 


M For men, the shift into both long and short hours 
appears to have been accelerated by the recession of 
the early nineties. For women, the shift began much 
earlier and has progressed more gradually. 


Chart 10 


While work hours have been polarizing for both adult men and women employees, their 


distributions remain distinctly different 
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Trends in the distribution of work hours 


Who works long hours? hours is shrinking in all ten major occupational groups. 
x ( Instead of widespread polarization, however, hours 
@ As with most labour market outcomes, education has are much more likely to be shifting in one direction. 
a strong influence on trends in the distribution of work 
hours. Both men and women without post-secondary @ White and blue collar occupations, for example, have 
qualifications had the highest incidence of shorter experienced growth mainly in the proportion of men 
work weeks in 1995, and the largest shift from stand- working above standard hours. Between 1985 and 
ard to shorter hours over the last twenty years. In 1995, the largest shift out of standard hours occurred 
contrast, while men and women with university de- in the managerial category, with an 8.3 percentage 
grees have always been most likely to work above point decline in the number of people working stand- 
standard hours, this tendancy has increased. The pro- ard hours and a corresponding 8.2 percentage point 
portion of university educated men working long hours increase in the proportion working more than 40 hours 
rose from 25% in 1976 to 32% in 1995, while for women a week. - 
with degrees, it increased from 13% to 18% over the M Men in clerical, sales and service jobs, on the other 
song PEO hand, experienced growth in the proportion of short 
@ The number of hours worked is also heavily depend- hours workers, with little or no increase in the share 
ent on the type of work performed. Variation across with long hours. 
occupations in the number of hours worked may be M As with men, the proportion of women employed in 


caused by many different factors — the level of re- 
sponsibility of the position, the skill level required, 
the cost of training new employees, the opportunity 
of paid overtime, and the prospects of promotion. For 
men, the proportion of employees working standard 


managerial and professional occupations has grown 
over the last ten years, and so too has the tendancy 
for this group to work above standard hours. There 
has also been a slight shift away from standard to 


Table 2 
Percentage distribution of usual weekly hours, by education (Employees, 25+ years of age) 
Usual weekly % point 
Highest Level of Education hours 1976 1995 change 
% 
Men 
Less than post-secondary 1-34 3.4 8.0 4.6 
certificate, diploma or degree 35 to 40 78.2 69.0 -9.2 
41+ 18.4 23.0 4.6 
Post-secondary 1-34 358 519 291 
certificate/diploma 35 to 40 80.7 72.8 -7.9 
41+ 15.5 21.4 5.8 
University degree 1-34 6.8 YP 0.4 
35 to 40 67.9 61.0 -6.9 
41+ 253 31.8 6.5 
Women 
Less than post-secondary 1-34 28.0 3270 4.0 
certificate, diploma or degree 35 to 40 66.8 61.6 -5.2 
41+ SA 6.3 17 
Post-secondary 1-34 28 hoe 275 
certificate/diploma 35 to 40 66.3 62.6 -3.7 
41+ 5.0 6.1 131 
University degree 1-34 237 2379 0.2 
35 to 40 63.7 58.3 -5.4 
41+ 1227 17:9 5:22 
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shorter hours for women in clerical positions. Unlike regular opportunities to work paid overtime (blue col- 
men, shorter hours in the sales occupations have be- lar). In the case of blue collar occupations, given ad- 
come less common for women, and standard hours ministrative and overhead considerations, it may be 
more common. In 1985, 42% of women in sales worked more cost efficient for employers to pay overtime 
35 to 40 hour work weeks. By 1995, the proportion wages than to hire and train new workers. White col- 
had risen to 51%. lar workers, especially managers, may be working 


above standard hours because of increased responsi- 
bilities or just in order to keep their job in an increas- 
ingly competitive employment market. Those 


In general, those occupations where long hours are 
becoming more common are either associated with a 
higher level of responsibility (white collar jobs), or 


Table 3 
Percentage distribution of usual weekly hours by sex and occupation (Employees, 25+ years of age) 
Men Women 
% % 

USA ILE CK gaa = see eee ee % point (a ee ee ee eee % point 
Occupation hours 1985 1995 change 1985 1995 change 
Managerial 1-34 226 DLA | 0.1 12.0 122 02 

35 to 40 68.3 60.0 -8.3 6 72.8 -3.3 
41+ 29.1 EME 8.2 11 15,30 Sad 
Professional 1-34 20) 9.6 270 32.8 332 0.4 
35 to 40 73.0 6722 -5.8 57.9 55.8 -2.1 
41+ 20.0 2322 3.2 9.3 11:1 17 
Clerical 1-34 So 9.9 4.1 28.3 30.0 187 
35 to 40 86.9 80.7 -6.1 69.6 67.1 -2.5 
41+ 1:2 9.3 De 21 IL) 0.7 
Sales 1-34 737 9.7 2.0 49.6 41.6 -8.0 
35 to 40 63.5 62.2 -1.3 42.2 50.7 8.5 
41+ 28.9 28.1 -0.8 8.2 7.6 -0.5 
Service 1-34 1220) 17.2 Sel 49.0 48.8 -0.2 
35 to 40 TASS 66.3 -5.2 44.7 43.9 -0.8 
41+ 16.5 16.5 0.0 6.3 7.4 1.0 
Primary Occupations 1-34 LS 6.9 1.4 40.7 34.8 -5.9 
35 to 40 60.3 53.9 -6.4 35.8 44.1 8.3 
41+ 34.3 39.3 5.0 23.5 217 -2.4 
Processing, Machining, 
& Fabricating 1-34 ° 1.8 223 075 9.6 92 -0.4 
35 to 40 84.9 79.2 -5.7 84.3 81.9 -2.4 
41+ 11538) 18.5 522 6.1 8.9 2.8 
Construction Trades 1-34 3.6 5.4 1.8 -- -- -- 
35 to 40 82.9 74.9 -8.0 -- -- = 
41+ 13.6 19.7 6.1 -- -- -- 
Transport Operator 1-34 8.2 9.6 125 -- -- -- 
35 to 40 59.5 52.4 -7.1 -- -- -- 
41+ 32.4 38.0 SAT -- -- -- 
Material Handling 
& Other Crafts 1-34 5.4 Wet 2.3 20.0 23.6 3.6 
35 to 40 83.5 78.0 -5.5 76.0 69.5 -6.5 
41+ Lal 14.4 522 4.0 6.9 3.0 


Note: The 1984 reclassification of SOC codes included a new definition of managers which meant that more people were classified as 
such. As a consequence, meaningful comparisons can only be made as far back as 1985. 
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Trends in the distribution of work hours 


occupations where short hours are increasingly com- 
mon (clerical, service) are often low paying, and have 
lower educational requirements. 


Looking at the hours distribution across industries is 
another way to shed light on both the extent and complex- 
ity of polarization. It may be that changes in the distribu- 
tion of hours reflect structural change, with 
disproportionate growth in industries that require rela- 
tively short or long work weeks. Alternatively, some in- 
dustries may be making increased use of short-hour 
workers only, while others are becoming more reliant on 
long work weeks. Finally, changes in the hours distribu- 
tion may be spread fairly evenly within all or most indus- 
tries, suggesting pervasive and systemic factors that are 
economy-wide. 


B The incidence of standard weekly hours declined gen- 
erally across all industries, for both men and women, 
but increases in short and long work weeks are not 
always of the same magnitude — polarization is not 


widespread within industries. Overall polarization is 
the net effect of primarily uni-directional shifts out of 
standard hours to either shorter or longer work weeks. 
(See Appendix for detailed tables). 


For both men and women, the incidence of longer 
hours is increasing in the goods-producing industries. 


In the service sector, longer work weeks have become 
much more prevalent for women in business services, 
and eduction, while shorter work weeks are more com- 
mon for women in health and social services and 
accomodation and food services. 


For men, longer work weeks are more common for 
those working in transportation, storage and commu- 
nications, business services, educational services and 
public administration. A growing share of those in 
accomodation and food services, other services, health 
and social services and trade are working below stand- 
ard work weeks. 


Chart 11 
Work hours shifting up in the goods sector and down in the service sector 


Goods-producing Service-producing 

BOR 

COR 01976 M1995 
40 — 

COM ae 

0 

1-34 35 to 40 41+ 1-34 35 to 40 41+ 
Usual weekly work hours à 


Source: Labour Force Survey, annual averages 
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Underemployment 


s the standard 40 hour workweek has become much 

less common in recent years, a growing proportion 
of the employed work part-time. This trend has both 
positive and negative social and economic implications. 
A shorter workweek for some may be a good thing, im- 
plying greater leisure or family time. Others, however, 
may find themselves working part-time hours when they 
might prefer a full-time job and as a result may be experi- 
encing particular economic hardship. 


Involuntary part-time and underemployment 


According to the International Labour Office (ILO), there 
are two forms of underemployment.' The first form, 
termed “visible” underemployment, occurs when a person 
is employed but feels his workhours are insufficient. The 
second form, “invisible” underemployment, occurs when 
skills are underutilizated, or when wages, productivity or 
other job qualities are sub-standard. In the context of 
this publication, the following analysis will focus upon 
“visible” underemployment. 


With the Labour Force Survey (LFS), visible underem- 
ployment is best approximated through its measure of 
“involuntary part-time” workers. 


Changes to who is an involuntary part-timer 


Over time, the Labour Force Survey (LFS), has changed 
its approach to the measure of involuntary part-time. Be- 
fore 1997, respondents who usually worked less than 30 
hours per week in total at all jobs were asked their main 
reason for working part-time. Workers were considered 
underemployed or involuntary part-timers if they worked 
part-time because they could not find a full-time job. 


1 International Labour Office, Employment, Unemployment 
and Underemployment: An ILO Manual on Concepts and 
Methods, ILO, Geneva, 1990, page 121. 


However, the 1997 redesign of the LFS offers a more 
refined measure. Beginning January 1997, respondants 
who worked part-time hours at their main job are asked 
if they want to work more or less than 30 hours at a sin- 
gle job or business. Those working part-time but who 
wanted full-time hours are asked their main reason for not 
working full-time. If they did not work full-time because 
of “business conditions” or because they “could not find 
work with 30 or more hours”, they are defined as involun- 
tary part-timers. 


Involuntary part-timers who actively looked for full- 
time employment are considered the most accurate esti- 
mate of the underemployed. 


As a result of the changes, the old (1976- August 
1996)? and new (1997 and after) measures of underem- 
ployment are very distinct and cannot be directly com- 
pared. Since the newly refined measure has been available 
only since January 1997, the following analysis uses the 
old concept to place the problem of underemployment 
into historical perspective. Then, the new concept is 
used to draw a cross-sectional portrait of the underem- 
ployed. 


Placing underemployment into perspective 


H Between 1976 and 1995, the proportion of all employ- 
ment held by involuntary part-time workers tripled, 
ratcheting upwards from about 2% to close to 6%. 
Underemployment seems to be closely related to un- 
employment. As the unemployment rate rose and fell 
over this period, so too did underemployment, an in- 
dication that people are forced into part-time work 
when economic conditions worsen. 


2 The new, redesigned Labour Force Survey was phased in 
between September 1996 and January 1997. During this 
time, some respondents were asked the old involuntary part- 
time questions while others were asked the new set of 
questions. As a result of this inconsistancy, the involuntary 
part-time data is not available for the last 4 months of 1996. 
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Underemployment 
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Chart 12 
Underemployment and unemployment’s step-like progression 


is Involuntary part-time employment as 
a percent of all employment 


Source: Labour Force Survey, annual averages 


Unemployment rate 


1976 1977 1978 1979 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 


Historically, adult men, adult women and youths have 
all displayed distinct patterns of underemployment. 


™ Underemployment is a greater problem in the summer 
months as young people leave school. During the 
school year, youths do not seem to mind working 
part-time but generally prefer full-time hours in the 
summer. For example, in 1996 the proportion of youths 
who were underemployed doubled between January 
and July, despite a drop in the number of youths work- 
ing part-time. 


@ Adult women also display a seasonal underemploy- 
ment pattern. However, unlike youths, relatively fewer 
adult woman are underemployed during the summer. 


@ Relatively few adult men are underemployed. Over a 
year, there is very little variation in their rate of un- 
deremployment. 


Who is underemployed? 
As explained previously, the LFS now offers a more 


refined measure of involuntary part-time employment. 
Included in the revised survey is a question to determine 


whether or not involuntary part-timers (those working 
part-time in their main job because of economic reasons 
or business conditions) looked for full-time work. Since 
underemployment is a labour supply issue, it can be 
argued that involuntary part-timers need to have looked 
for full-time work to be considered underemployed. 


Why should there be such a requirement? In keeping 
with the economic concept of “supply”, a good or serv- 
ice is not part of the economic supply of that good or 
service, unless it is brought into a market. The economic 
supply of apples, for example, is not determined by the 
current number of apples on the tree, but rather the cur- 
rent number of apples that the tree owner makes available 
and seeks to sell at market. Similarly, people without work 
are not part of the labour supply unless they offer and 
seek to sell their labour services on the labour market and 
make themselves available to work. Individuals who do 
meet these criteria are considered “unemployed”. 


Underemployment is also a labour supply issue. Just 
as the unemployed are members of the supply of labour 
who are not working, the underemployed are members of 
the employed supply of full-time labour who are not work- 
ing full-time. 
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Chart 13 
Youths and adult women display very seasonal underemployment patterns 


Jan. -91 


Jan. -92 


Source: Labour Force Survey, monthly unadjusted data 


In the first quarter of 1997, the proportion of all work- 
ers who were involuntary part-timers was 6.4% 
(852,000). 


Only one-third of involuntary part-timers looked for a 
full-time job. This means that 2.2% (293,000) of all 
people with jobs were underemployed (using the strict- 
est definition). 


Women were less likely than men to have looked for a 
full-time job if they were working part-time involun- 
tarily. Despite this, due to the large number of women 
working part-time, 42% of the underemployed were 
adult women compared to 28% who were adult men. 
Approximately 2.3% of working adult women were un- 
deremployed in the first quarter of 1997 while only 
1.3% of adult men who had jobs were underemployed. 


The young were more prone to underemployment than 
adults. Since young people made-up only 14% of all 
people with jobs, but comprised 30% of the underem- 
ployed they had a relatively high rate of underem- 
ployment (4.7%). Based on past trends outlined 
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Underemployment 


a 


Jan. -94 Jan. -95 Jan. -96 


As a % of all employed 


through the old measure, there is likely to be a large 
increase in youth underemployment during the sum- 
mer months, as a significant proportion of those on 
summer break from school accept part-time employ- 
ment because their search for full-time employment 
was unsuccessful. 


Involuntary part-time employment and 
underemployment generally higher 
in the East 


Involuntary part-time work was more common in the 
East. About 10.2% of workers in Newfoundland were 
involuntary part-timers. 


The proportion of workers who were underemployed 
was also highest in the Atlantic provinces. Approxi- 
mately 3.7% of all workers in PEI were underemployed 
in the first quarter of 1997, the highest in the country. 
Involuntary part-timers in PEI, however, were more 
likely to have looked for work compared to workers in 
other provinces. 
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ravenna part-time as a percentage of all employment by age, sex, province and industry, first quarter 1997 
average 
# (000’s) % of all workers 
Involuntary Involuntary 
Total Total part-time, part-time 
involuntary involuntary did not look for looked for full- 
part-timers part-timers full-time work time work 
% 
Total 852 6.4 4.2 272 
Youths (15-24) 197 10.7 ail 
Male 78 8.4 4.3 mi 
Female LS, 1592 ENT 5.4 
Adults (25+) 655 Se 3: 1. 
Male 206 D 2 15 
Female 449 8.6 Le 
Province 
Newfoundland 18 10.2 6.8 3.4 
Prince Edward Island 4 7.4 Sig) SP 
Nova Scotia 35 9.4 5.0 Sho 
New Brunswick 26 970 59 Spill 
Quebec 226 732 Sul Zeal 
Ontario 299 Sud 3.6 21 
Manitoba 33 6.3 4.0 eS 
Saskatchewan 28 6.2 4.4 1.8 
Alberta 74 5.3 5). 02 Dal 
British Columbia 108 6.1 4.1 2.0 
Industry 
Agriculture 12 3.0 2.3 0.8 
Manufacturing 30 hes 0.8 0.6 
Construction 38 529 4.1 1.9 
TCOU 42 4.3 229 1.4 
Trade 196 8.4 5.6 2.8 
FIRE 31 3,9 255 1.4 
Business Services 44 4.6 PDETI 1.9 
Educational Services 88 8.9 5.6 Bee 
Health & Social Services 154 10.9 8.0 2.8 
Accommodation & Food 101 11.9 7/26) 4.6 
Other Services 92 9.6 On? 3.4 
Public Administration 21 201 1.8 0.9 
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Underemployment 


ee eee ee eee M Involuntary part-time was lowest in Alberta (5.3%) but 
since 40% of involuntary part-timers in that province 
looked for full-time work, the underemployment rate 
of 2.1% was not the lowest in the country. Underem- 
ployment was lowest in Saskatchewan (1.8%). 


Chart 14 
Involuntary part-timers and underemployed as a 
percent of all workers highest in the East 


5 involuntary part-time BB Underemployed 


Underemployment by industry 


Newfoundland 


E . ef 
Nova cons Due to the large number of people working part-time 


in these sectors, many involuntary part-timers worked 
in wholesale & retail trade (23%), health & social serv- 
ices (18%) and accommodation & food services (12%). 
These industries are also where most of the underem- 
ployed are found. 


New Brunswick ESS 


Prince Edward Island 
Quebec fii 
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British Columbia 
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M The proportion who were underemployed was high- 
est in accommodation & food (4.6%), other services 
(3.4%) and educational services (3.2%). 


H Underemployment was very low in manufacturing 
where only 0.6% of workers are involuntary part- 
timers who looked for work. It was also low in agri- 
culture (0.8%) and public administration (0.9%). 


As a % of all employed 


Source: Labour Force Survey, first quarter average, 1997 


Chart 15 
Underemployed as a percent of all workers highest in accommodation & food, other services and 


educational services 
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Source: Labour Force Survey, first quarter average, 1997 
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Voluntary part-time employment 


Ithough people may be working part-time due to a 

lack of full-time work opportunities (See “Underem- 
ployment”), there are a host of non-economic reasons 
why people might be working part-time. For example, 
people may work part-time because it allows them to 
attend school, look after children, or engage in other 
activities. Some may work part-time because they are 
physically unable to put in a full-time work schedule. 


At first, based simply on the reasons given, it may not 
be apparant that these individuals are working part-time 
voluntarily. Those who are ill or disabled, taking care of 
children or the elderly may not seem to be working part- 
time willingly. However, of all those working part-time for 
non-economic reasons in the first quarter of 1997, only 
4% wanted full-time work. Thus, in the sense that the 
large majority do not want full-time work, those working 
part-time for non-economic reasons are considered “vol- 
untary part-timers”. 


™@ Most part-timers choose to work less than 30 hours. 
There were 1.9 million people working part-time vol- 
untarily in the first quarter of 1997. This amounted 
to just over two-thirds (69.1%) of all those working 
part-time. 


Chart 16 
Voluntary part-time employment has not kept up with 
increase in all part-time workers 
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Source: Labour Force Survey, annual averages 
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M Over the last twenty years, the number of people work- 
ing part-time voluntarily has grown 46%, increasing 
or remaining the same during years of economic 
growth and falling during recession. To place this 
growth into perspective, however, the overall level of 
part-time employment more than doubled during the 
same period. 


The large majority of voluntary part-timers are adult 
women (48%) and youth (40%). As a result, the reasons 
adult women and youths give for working part-time vol- 
untarily greatly affect the overall numbers. 


Why are people working part-time voluntarily? 


EH Going to school is the number one reason why peo- 
ple prefer to work short hours. In the first quarter of 
1997, 29% of all part-time employees worked part-time 
for that reason. 


M About 21% of part-timers worked 30 hours or less 
because it is their “personal preference”. 


@ Another 11% worked part-time in order to spend time 
with their young children. 


@ The remaining 8% worked part-time for a variety of 
other reasons, including other family of personal rea- 
sons and because of their own illness or disability. 


Reasons for working part-time voluntarily vary 
by demographic group 


M There is much variation in the reasons for voluntarily 
working part-time between various demographic 
groups. In the first quarter of 1997, almost three quar- 
ters of youths who were working part-time did so 
mainly because they were attending school. 


M Adults part-timers, on the other hand, were most likely 


to state that it was their “personal preference” to be 
working part-time (30.3%). 


M One-fifth of all adult women part-timers worked short 
hours in order to raise their children. Very few men in 
Canada were working part-time to take care of their 
children (0.9%). 


M Less than 3% of adult part-timers were working part- 
time because they were sick or disabled. 
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Voluntary part-time employment 


Table 5 
Voluntary part-timers, by reason for working part-time by demographic group and province, first quarter 1997 


Percentage of all part-timers 


Other 
Total Total Caring personal Own 
voluntary voluntary Personal for and family illness or Other 
P-T P-T School preference children reasons disability reason 
#(000’s) % 
Total 1,910 69.2 28.9 20.5 10.6 4.7 1.8 25 
Youths (15-24) 40 79.6 74.7 223 1.4 0.5 0.1 0.5 
Male 342 81.4 79.0 122 0.0 0.3 0.1 0.7 
Female 427 issep? 71.5 32 2.4 0.7 0.2 0.4 
Adults (25+) 60 63.5 4.3 30.3 15.6 6.9 221 3.6 
Male 12 5225 eds 29.8 0.9 1.8 3.9 8.0 
Female 98 67.0 873 30.4 20.2 8.5 2.3 222 
Provinces: 
Newfoundland 13 41.9 18.0 138) 3.4 17) 0.6 4.4 
Prince Edward Island 7 63.2 Dee 2252 TT 3.4 1.9 0.9 
Nova Scotia 51 59.3 23.8 19.1 8.9 3.4 1.8 1.8 
New Brunswick 33 59.9 22.8 16.5 8.9 325 2.0 1.6 
Quebec 387 63.41 26.9 19.2 7.6 3.9 1.6 3.8 
Ontario 7153 7426 53 215 9.7 Se 1.9 1.4 
Manitoba 88 7291 29.9 192 12.9 4.9 2.1 3.2 
Saskatchewan TS 72.8 23.0 26.4 9.6 6.9 2.3 4.4 
Alberta 215 74.4 28.0 20.7 15.7 5.9 1.6 25 
British Columtia 287 7122.71 25,7. 20.2 14.7 7.4 1.8 3.0 
Voluntary part-time relatively high in Ontario M In Ontario, one-third of all part-timers were working 
and the West less than 30 hours per week because they were going 
: à to school, well above the national average. In Sas- 
m The proportion of part-time workers who were doing katchewan, on the other hand, school was a less popu- 
so voluntarily was highest in the Prairie provinces lar reason for working part-time. Instead, the most 
and BC (in “Underemployment” it was noted that in- common reason was personal preference (26.4%). 


voluntary part-time was lowest in the West). 
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Chart 17 
In early 1997, the largest chunk of voluntary part-timers were going to school 
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Source: Labour Force Survey, first quarter average, 1997 


Chart 18 
Westerners more likely than easterners to be working part-time voluntarily 


Voluntary part-time as a percentage of all part-time workers 
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Source: Labour Force Survey, first quarter average, 1997 
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Unpaid and paid overtime: 


Incidence and duration 


© 


M: can relate personally to putting in long 
workweeks and are familiar with the advantages and 


consequences. On the negative side, long work hours 
(and the subsequent decline in leisure opportunities) may 
have detrimental personal and family effects. Generally 
higher stress, sleep disorders, family breakup and inad- 
equate time spent with children have been associated with 
long work hours.' 


Despite such adverse physical and mental effects of 
working greater overtime, there are positive aspects to 
working a longer workweek such as greater pay or im- 
proved career opportunities. Perhaps in realization of this, 
evidence from the 1995 Survey of Work Arrangements (a 
survey sponsored by Human Resources Development 
Canada and conducted by Statistics Canada) shows that 
27% of paid workers would prefer to work longer hours at 
the same rate of pay while only 6% would prefer shorter 
hours.” 


Aside from the positive and negative effects that 
overtime has on individuals, the issue is also interesting 
from a broader, social perspective. It has been theorized 
that by taking work time from the hours-rich and giving it 
to those who do not have enough employment, both un- 
deremployment and unemployment could be countered. 


To provide more information on people who are work- 
ing long hours, the Labour Force Survey (LFS) now col- 
lects information on the number of employees 


Terms to get to know: 


| Paid overtime: Any hours worked over and above 
standard or scheduled paid hours for which the 
employee received pay or other compensation (includ- 
ing time off in lieu of pay). 


Unpaid overtime: Any hours worked over and above 
scheduled paid hours for which the employee 
received no additional compensation. 


For more information see “Definitions, Data Sources 
and Survey Methodology” at the end of this publica- 
tion. 


1 Juliet Schor, The Overworked American, Harper Collins, 
New York, 1992, pg. 11. 

2 René Morissette and Marie Drolet, Working More? 
Working Less? What do Canadian Workers Prefer? Statis- 
tics Canada Catelogue no. 11-F0019-MPE, Ottawa, May 1997. 
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(ie. non-self employed) working overtime, either paid or 
unpaid. The following uses this new data to determine: 
a) how many people are working paid and unpaid overtime 
each week; and b) the average hours of paid and unpaid 
overtime. 


The incidence of overtime 


M In the first quarter of 1997, an average 1.9 million peo- 
ple worked paid or unpaid overtime in a given week, 
accounting for 18.6% of all employees who were at 
work. 


M Employees were more likely to work unpaid overtime 
than paid overtime. Approximately 10.7% of employ- 
ees worked overtime without compensation, while 8.4% 
worked paid overtime.’ 


M Employees under 25 years of age are less likely to be 
working overtime than are adults. The percentage of 
young employees working overtime hours was 9.6% 
compared to 20.2% for adults. Because youth em- 
ployment is more likely to be temporary,’ youths may 
be reluctant to invest their time at work. As well, 
many youths are employed in retail & wholesale trade 
and accommodation & food, industries which demand 
relatively few overtime workers. 


™@ Approximately 23.4% of adult male employees worked 
overtime in the first quarter of 1997, 7 percentage 
points higher than adult women. There was 1.1 mil- 
lion adult men working overtime, compared to 686,000 
adult women. 


m@ Adult men were twice as likely to be working paid 
overtime than adult women (11.4% of adult men em- 
ployees compared to 5.6% of adult women workers). 
This may be a reflection of the fact that men are more 
likely to work in the manufacturing, construction and 
other primary industries where paid overtime is more 
common. 


3 Note: Some people work both unpaid and paid overtime 
in a week. For this reason, the sum of the percentage working 
unpaid overtime and the percent working paid overtime is 
greater than the total percentage working overtime. 

4 18% of youths had a temporary job in the first quarter 
1997, compared to 7% of adults. 
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Unpaid and paid overtime: Incidence and duration 


Table 6 


Incidence of overtime by age and sex, first quarter 1997 average 


Number (000’s) 


Percent of employees at work 


Number of Number Percentage Percentage Percentage 
employees working working working unpaid working paid 
at work overtime overtime overtime ' overtime 

(000’s) % 
Total 10,299 1,914 18.6 10.7 8.4 
Youths (15-24) 1,612 155 9.6 3.0 6.8 
Men 831 89 10.8 225 8.5 
Women 780 66 8.4 SES 5.0 
Adults (25+) 8,688 1,759 20.2 12.1 8.7 
Men 4,594 1,073 23.4 12.6 11.4 
Women 4,093 686 16.8 IVES 5.6 


Likelihood of overtime highest in teaching 


Occupation appears to be an important determinant of 
whether or not a person works overtime and whether that 
overtime was paid or unpaid. Typically, white collar work- 
ers were more likely to have worked overtime than were 
their blue collar colleagues due to a large amount of un- 
paid overtime required of white collar employees. Those 
working in “pink” collar jobs are the least likely to have 
worked paid or unpaid overtime. 


It was also true that employees in occupations where 
average usual hours worked per week are long are more 
likely to have worked overtime, teachers excepted. Con- 
tractual hours in teaching in some jurisdictions tend to be 
relatively low while expected work hours are higher. 
Therefore, some teachers may be working overtime with- 
out necessarily working a long work week. 


M Most overtimers worked in managerial jobs. In the 
first quarter of 1997, one quarter of all those working 
overtime were employed as managers. Teachers and 
clerical workers also made up a large proportion of 


overtime workers. 


About 37.5% of teachers worked unpaid or paid over- 
time, the highest proportion of any occupation. Al- 
most all of the teachers working overtime were unpaid 
for their extra efforts. 


Managers were the next most likely to have put in 
overtime (30.6%). Like with teachers, relatively few 
managers received pay for this overtime. 


Employees in natural sciences, the occupational group 
that includes engineers, computer programmers, actu- 
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aries, chemists, biologists, and others, had the next 
highest incidence of unpaid and paid overtime (28.2%). 
However, natural sciences employees were much more 
likely to work overtime for pay than were teachers 
and managers. 


The incidence of paid overtime (23.9%) was highest 
in machining occupations (eg. tool and die makers, 
machinists, welders, woodworkers and others). Work- 
ers in mining jobs were also likely to have worked 
paid overtime (22.4%). 


Service, clerical and sales workers were the least likely 
to have worked overtime in the first quarter of 1997. 


Overtime varies greatly by industry 


@ The proportion of employees working overtime varied 
significantly by industry in early 1997. A little under 
one-third of all employees in educational services 
worked overtime, as expected given the high likeli- 
hood that teachers worked overtime. 


@ Other industries where an above-average proportion 
of employees worked overtime include other primary, 
manufacturing, business services and public adminis- 
tration. 

M Paid overtime was most common in manufacturing, 


other primary and transportation, communications & 
other utilities. Meanwhile, the percentage of employ- 
ees working unpaid overtime was highest in educa- 
tional services, finance, insurance & real estate, 
business services and public administration. 
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Unpaid and paid overtime: Incidence and duration 


Chart 19 
Employees in white collar jobs most likely to have worked overtime 
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Source: Labour Force Survey, first quarter average, 1997 


Chart 20 
Employees in educational services most likely to have worked overtime 
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Unpaid and paid overtime: Incidence and duration 


Overtime more likely in Ontario and the West 


@ With the exception of Nova Scotia, employees in the 
Atlantic provinces and Quebec were less likely to have 
worked overtime than were employees west of Que- 
bec. The proportion of employees working overtime 
was highest in Alberta and Manitoba but lowest in 
Prince Edward Island and Quebec. 


The incidence of paid overtime was highest in 
Alberta and Ontario. This may be a reflection of the 
relative importance of other primary industries (oil and 
gas) in Alberta and manufacturing in Ontario. 


Duration of paid and unpaid overtime 


The extent to which overtime is used in Canada can also 
be measured by looking at the number of paid and unpaid 


Chart 21 
Overtime higher in Ontario and the West 


overtime hours that employees worked in the first quarter 
of 1997. Such an approach allows a better understanding 
of the intensity of overtime. Are workers putting in only 
a few hours, or are they sweating away very long hours? 
Furthermore, are workers who are unpaid for their extra 
time working longer overtime hours than their paid coun- 
terparts? The following addresses such questions. 


In early 1997, the average employee working overtime 
put in more than nine extra hours per week. 


Not only were youths less likely to be working over- 
time, they also worked fewer overtime hours (8.2 hours 
per week) than did adults (9.2). 


Those who worked unpaid overtime tended to put in 
longer overtime. hours (9.2) than did those who were 
paid for their extra time (8.5). Youths, however, put in 
longer paid overtime hours than unpaid overtime. 
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Unpaid and paid overtime: Incidence and duration 


Table 7 
Incidence of overtime by occupation, industry, province, full-time/part-time status and class of worker, 
first quarter 1997 average 


Number Percent 
Number of Number Percentage Percentage Percentage 
employees working working working unpaid working paid 
at work overtime overtime overtime overtime 
(000’s) % 
Occupation 
Managerial oo 476 30.6 26.1 5.0 
Natural Sciences 465 13 28.2 18.3 Phe3 
Social Sciences 229 54 2321 19.2 sil 
Teaching 562 216 SES 36.2 127 
Medicine S 75 ia 13.4 6.8 7.0 
Artistic 169 27 16.2 10.3 6.6 
Clerical 1,687 206 1222 Did 6.9 
Sales 905 111 1253 8.4 4.2 
Service 1,362 116 8x5 3.4 5.5 
Mining 50 13 26.4 4.6 DOA 
Processing 304 Sa 16.8 2.4 14.9 
Machining 197 49 24.9 eS 2379 
Product Fabricating 896 175 19.5 2.8 11 
Construction 365 65 1247 2.9 1573 
Transportation Operating 376 63 16.8 3.6 8 
Material Handling 308 43 LISE DES 12.6 
Other Crafts 139 27 19.4 4.2 15.4 
Industry 
Agriculture 94 9 9.6 321 59 
Other Primary 202 48 239 9.3 1522 
Manufacturing 1,839 424 Dh À | 720 1528 
Construction 353 SS) 15.6 53 10.7 
TCOU 798 160 20.0 9.3 11.4 
Trade 15815 235 12.9 72 6.0 
FIRE 624 129 20.6 16.0 570 
Business Services 595 132 2221 14.2 8.6 
Educational Services 854 270 31.6 29.5 2.4 
Health & Social Services 1,154 170 14.8 9.5 SE 
Accommodation & Food 705 53 726 3.6 4.2 
Other Services 539 74 1307 Teil 6.5 
Public Administration 728 155 215 13.6 8.8 
Province 
Newfoundland 141 25 16.2 10.4 6.1 
Prince Edward Island 42 6 15.0 9.5 6.0 
Nova Scotia 291 55 18.7 11.6 7.8 
New Brunswick 229 39 1722 10.1 his 
Quebec 2,482 381 1523 8.0 727 
Ontario 4,028 768 19.1 10.8 Say 
Manitoba 402 86 2113 1353 8.5 
Saskatchewan 312 58 18.7 10.9 8.3 
Alberta 1,036 246 22.8 12.9 10.5 
British Columbia 1,338 263 19.6 12.6 117 
Part-time Status 
Full-time employee 8,238 12733 2170 1272 9.4 
Part-time employee 2,061 180 8.8 4.5 4.5 
Class of Worker 
Private employee 8,400 1,448 1722 8.9 8.8 
Public employee 1,899 465 24.5 18.6 6.7 
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Unpaid and paid overtime: Incidence and duration 


M Adult men overtimers put in more extra hours than 
did adult women. Adult men working unpaid over- 
time worked the longest hours (10.1) 


Table 8 
Duration of weekly overtime by age and sex, first 


quarter 1997 average 


Average 
unpaid 
overtime hours 


Average 
paid 
overtime hours 


Average 
paid and unpaid 
overtime hours 


Total 9.1 9.2 8.5 
Youths (15-24) 8.2 7.5 8.3 
Men 8.8 7 6 8.9 
Women 7.4 7.4 Wal 
Adults (25+) 9.2 9.3 8.5 
Men 9.9 10.1 9.1 
Women 8.1 8.3 7/52 


Miners and teachers worked the longest 
overtime hours 


@ Miners work the longest overtime hours per week 
(15.8). Indeed, their average workweek is typically 
very long — miners also have the highest contractual 
hours of all occupations. In general, employees work- 
ing in occupations where contractual hours were rela- 
tively high worked longer overtime hours. Teaching, 
again, was the exception. 


M Teachers who worked overtime put in an average of 
11.4 hours per week. Teachers working unpaid over- 
time worked longer overtime than did teachers who 
were paid for their extra time. 


™@ Managers and construction workers also worked rela- 
tively long overtime hours. On the other hand, medi- 
cal workers and clerical staff tended to work the fewest 
overtime hours. 


Chart 22 


Miners and teachers work the longest overtime hours 
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Unpaid and paid overtime: Incidence and duration 


Table 9 

Duration of weekly overtime by province, industry, 
occupation, full-time/part-time status and class of 
worker, first quarter 1997 average 


Average paid Average Average 
and unpaid unpaid paid 
overtime overtime overtime 
hours hours hours 
Occupation 
Managerial 10.1 10.2 8.4 
Natural Sciences 827 7.8 8.9 
Social Sciences 8.0 7.9 7.4 
Teaching 11.4 11.4 8.6 
Medicine 6.7 SR 7.0 
Artistic 9.2 9.0 8.4 
Clerical 6.5 SiGe) 70 
Sales 8.1 8.2 7.6 
Service 8.2 8.2 7.6 
Mining 15.8 13.0 16.0 
Processing 8.4 7.9 8.2 
Machining 9.6 eed) 9.6 
Product Fabricating 8.7 7.6 8.7 
Construction 10.6 8.8 10.6 
Transportation 
Operating ES 10.5 9.1 
Material Handling 8.8 7.0 8.8 
Other Crafts 8.9 8 8.9 
Industry 
Agriculture 8.4 8.8 8.2 
Other Primary belay, 9.3 12.8 
Manufacturing 8.8 9.0 8.5 
Construction 10.2 9.2 10.3 
TCOU 9.0 8.8 8.7 
Trade 8.3 8.6 JS 
FIRE 9.0 9.5 6.9 
Business Services 9.1 8.8 8.7 
Educational Services Wile 1127 es 
Health & Social 
_ Services 7.6 WP? Wes 
Accommodation 
& Food 707 8.2 6.9 
Other Services 9.3 9.5 8.4 
Public Administration 9.1 8.4 9.2 
Province 
Newfoundland 10.3 11.0 8.5 
Prince Edward Island 8.9 9.1 8.2 
Nova Scotia 9.2 85 9.5 
New Brunswick 9.2 9.4 8.5 
Quebec 8.8 9.0 8.1 
Ontario 9.3 9.5 8.5 
Manitoba 8.3 8.4 US 
Saskatchewan 9.6 9.6 9.0 
Alberta 10.0 9.4 10.1 
British Columbia 8.5 8.9 722 
Part-time Status 
Full-time employee 9.2 9.3 8.5 
Part-time employee 8.5 8.4 8.2 
Class of Worker 
Private employee 8.9 8.9 8.5 
Public employee 9.9 10.0 8.5 
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Summary 


Canadians were quite likely to have worked overtime in 
early 1997. Almost one fifth of all employees worked 
either unpaid or paid overtime, the majority working over- 
time without pay. Generally, people working in white col- 
lar occupations (especially teaching and managerial jobs) 
were most likely to have worked overtime. 


It seems that overtime workers are also putting in fairly 
long hours over and above their regular workweek. The 
average overtimer put in 9.1 hours per week, with unpaid 
overtimers working longer extra hours than their paid 
counterparts. 
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Moonlighting for more work hours 


o people with more than one job (moonlighters) work 

more hours per week than those with a single job? It 
seems obvious that moonlighters might work more 
hours — after all, they have 2 jobs or business to fit into 
a single work week. However, a significant proportion of 
moonlighters string together two jobs that do not add up 
to regular weekly hours. At the same time, the total 
weekly hours of many other moonlighters are far above 
average. Just as the incidence of moonlighting has in- 
creased rapidly over the last twenty years, so too has the 
diversity of their work schedules. 


Chart 23 
Moonlighting has become more common: In 1996, one in 
twenty workers held a second job or business 


Level of employment and multiple jobholders, 1976=100 
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Source: Labour Force Survey, annual averages 


@ Growth in the number of multiple jobholders in the 
last twenty years was much stronger than employ- 
ment in general. Between 1976 and 1996, the number 
of moonlighters more than tripled, increasing from 
208,000 to 699,000, compared with overall employment 
growth of 40%. In 1996, one in twenty workers held 
more than one job. Twenty years ago the rate was 
one in fifty. 
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@ The growth in multiple job holders in the last 20 years 
was strongest among those workers working less than 
30 hours in their main job. They accounted for less 
than 1 in 5 multiple job holders in 1976 but 1 in 3 by 
1996. 


Table 10 
Distribution of hours worked by multiple job holders 
in their main job and all jobs 


PT main PT main FT main 


job job job 
PT all FT all FT all 
Total jobs jobs jobs 

7000 
Total 1996 699 117 125 458 
1976 208 20 21 167 
Youths 1996 139 43 33 64 
1976 43 9 6 29 
Men 25 to 54 1996 259 11 26 222, 
19760113 ?) 6 105 
Women 25 to 54 1996 258 54 59 144 
1976 32 7 il 18 
Both sexes 55+ 1996 44 9 7 29 
1976 20 2 3 15 

% 

Total 1996 100 17 18 66 
1976 100 9 10 80 
Youths 1996 100 Bil 24 46 
1976 100 20 13 66 
Men 25 to 54 1996 100 4 10 86 
1976 100 2 5 93 
Women 25 to 54 1996 100 21 23 56 
1976 100 22 21 57 
Both sexes 55+ 1996 100 20 15 65 
1976 100 10 7 73 


M The most striking difference in the distribution of mul- 
tiple jobholders is the one observed among youths. 
The majority of young moonlighters worked part-time 
in their main job in 1996, up from one-third in 1976. 
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Moonlighting for more work hours 


Women aged 25 to 54 years old was the fastest grow- 
ing group of multiple job holders. In contrast to 
youths, there was no change in the percent working 
full-time or part-time in their main job. 


Even though it has declined over the years, the vast 
majority of moonlighters who were 25 to 54 years old 
men worked full-time in their main job. This contrasts 
with women of the same age group, slightly over half 
of whom had a full-time main job. 


Who is moonlighting? 


In 1976, moonlighters were primarily adult men with full- 
time regular jobs and were quite likely to hold their main 
job in industries such as manufacturing and construction. 
By the 1990’s, the character of moonlighting had shifted 
considerably — moonlighting was no longer a male bas- 
tion. As well, many moonlighters held a part-time main 
job in the service sector. 


@ In 1996 a slight majority of moonlighters were women 
(51%). This contrasts with twenty years ago when 
male moonlighters outnumbered women three to one. 


M While the gender composition of moonlighters has 
changed dramatically, the group continues to be domi- 
nated by adult workers (74%). 


M Moonlighters tend to have more education than sin- 
gle job holders. In 1996, only 13 % had not completed 
their secondary schooling, compared with 20% for sin- 
gle job holders. More than one in five (22%) moon- 
lighters had a university degree, a higher rate than 
single job holders (18%). 


The incidence of moonlighting also varies in terms of 
the industrial activity of the main job. While 5% of all 
workers moonlight, the rate tends to be higher for most 
service industries: 8% of those employed in health and 
social services, and 7% of workers in education and other 
services are moonlighters. Within the goods-producing 
sector, the moonlighting rate is below average except for 
those whose main job or business is in agriculture. 


Table 11 
Multiple and single job holders by industry, Canada, annual average 1996 
Incidence 
Single Multiple Single Multiple of multiple 
job holders job holders job holders job holders job holders 
°000 % 
Total 12,977 699 100 100 5 
Agriculture 418 35 33 5 8 
Other primary 271 9 2 1 3 
Manufacturing 2,019 63 16 9 3 
Construction 693 26 5 4 4 
Transportation, communications and 
other utilities 977 43 8 6 4 
Trade 2,246 LS ii, 16 5 
Finances, insurance and real estates 763 37 6 5 5 
Education 860 69 7 10 a 
Health 1,247 105 10 15 8 
Services to business 876 42 7 6 5 
Food and accomodation 843 50 6 7 6 
Personal and household services 338 19 3 3 5 
Other services 642 49 5 7 7 
Public administration 784 36 6 5 4 
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Moonlighting for more work hours 
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Do moonlighters work more hours? 


In the aggregate, moonlighting means more work hours. 
While the average workweek for all workers in 1996 was 
37.1 hours, the average usual hours for moonlighers was 
46.2. 


H While a second job tends to push hours over the 
average, this is not always the case. One in ten (67,000) 
worked less than 15 hours a week at their main job, 
and their combined hours at both jobs averaged only 
17.3 per week. Eight out of ten in this group was 
either a youth or an adult woman aged 25 to 54. 


Chart 24 


Most moonlighters work full-time in their main job 


All moonlighters Moonlighters with a part-time main job 
699,300 


Main job part-time 
34% 


66% 
Main job full-time 
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25 to 54 ee 
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@ Moonlighters who worked part-time at their main jobs 
(242,000 or 34% of all moonlighters) managed to work 
an average 33.8 hours a week with the addition of the 
second job. Half of these part-timers with a second 
job were women aged 25 to 54. 


@ For the 66% of moonlighters who worked full-time at 
their main job, average weekly hours were well above 
the overall average. These workers accounted for 3.4% 
of employment but worked 3.9% of all hours during 
1996. 


In 1996, moonlighters represented only 5.1% of all 
workers but contributed 6.3% of all hours. In general, 
moonlighting had a different meaning for different demo- 
graphic groups. Moonlighting adult men typically worked 
full-time at their main job. Youths, on the other hand were 
more likely to piece together two low-hours jobs. As a re- 
sult, adult men worked 2.7% of all hours while represent- 
ing only 1.9% of all workers while youths did not work a 
disproportional share of hours. 
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Table 12 

Contribution by main age sex groups of multiple 
jobholders to employment and hours usually worked, 
Canada, annual average 1996 


Workers Hours 
Moonlighters 5.1% 6.3% 
Youths 1.0% 1.0% 
Men 25 to 54 years old 1.9% 2.7% 
Women 25 to 54 years old 1.9% 2.1% 
Persons aged 55 and over 0.3% 0.4% 
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The work hours of business owners 


Seek has played an increasingly prominent 
role in employment growth in recent years. In 1996 the 
self-employed accounted for 17% of all workers, up from 
12% in 1976. The increase in self-employment has been 
particularly strong in the 1990’s — accounting for three 
quarters of the employment growth since the beginning of 
the decade. 


Chart 25 
Growth in self-employment has outpaced 
growth in the number of paid employees 


Self-employment 


Employees 


Source: Labour Force Survey 


The self-employed were three times as likely as paid 
employees to work long hours (greater than 40 per week) 
in 1995 (44% vs. 17%). Just over a quarter (28%), com- 
pared with two-thirds of paid employees, worked stand- 
ard hours (35 to 40 hours). On the other hand, a larger 
share of those in business for themselves had workweeks 
below the standard (less than 35 hours), 29% compared 
with 18%, a tendency that has increased over the last few 
years. 


By 1996, 17% of all workers were 
self-employed 
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The work hours of business owners 
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Chart 26 
. One in three self-employed usually devotes more than 49 hours a week to the business 


@ Self-employed À Adult employees 


35-39 
Usual weekly work hours 


Source: Labour Force Survey, 1995 annual averages 


@ The overall distribution of work hours among the self- TN > 
employed is primarily a reflection of the work sched- 
ules of male business owners, since they account for Chart 27 
66% of the self-employed, and just over half work The distribution of work hours differs markedly for 
above standard work weeks. For the 34% of business male and female business owners 
owners who are women, below-standard work weeks 
are the norm. 
Owning a business in the food and Hi men  [ Women 


accommodation industry tends to mean long 
work weeks 


In almost all industries, self-employed men tend to work 
above standard hours. 


@ Long work weeks of more than 40 hours are most 
common for those with businesses in the accommo- 
dation and food industry (72%), agriculture (66%) and 
other primary industries (68%). 


35 to 40 
Usual weekly work hours’ 


Source: Labour Force Survey, 1996 annual average 
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The work hours of business owners 


Long hours are the norm for women in only one indus- 
try — accommodation and food services (54%). 


M The proportion of women business owners working 
below standard hours is greater than the share work- 
ing 35 to 40 hour work weeks in all other industries. 


M Short hours are especially prevalent for women with 
businesses in educational services, construction and 
agriculture. 


In 1996, the self-employed represented 16.6% of all 
workers but contributed 18.7% of all hours usually 
worked at a main job. In general, self-employment means 
long work weeks for men, while work hours are more dis- 
persed for women working at their own business. 
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Table 13 
Contribution of the self-employed by sex to 
employment and hours usually worked, 1996 


Workers Hours 
Self-employed 
Total 16.6% 18.7% 
Men 19.9% 22.8% 


Women 125% 12.7% 
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The work hours of business owners 


Table 14 


Percent distribution of usual work hours of the self-employed, by sex and industry, 1996 annual average 


Total (#) 

1 to 34 hours 
35 to 40 hours 
41+ hours 


Agriculture (#) 
1 to 34 hours 
35 to 40 hours 
41+ hours 


Other primary (#) 
1 to 34 hours 

35 to 40 hours 
41+ hours 


Manufacturing (#) 
1 to 34 hours 

35 to 40 hours 
41+ hours 


Construction (#) 
1 to 34 hours 

35 to 40 hours 
41+ hours 


Transportation, storage & communication (#) 
1 to 34 hours 

35 to 40 hours 

41+ hours 


Trade (#) 

1 to 34 hours 
35 to 40 hours 
41+ hours 


Finance, insurance & real estate (#) 
1 to 34 hours 

35 to 40 hours 

41+ hours 


Business services (#) 
1 to 34 hours 

35 to 40 hours 

41+ hours 


Educational services (#) 
1 to 34 hours 

35 to 40 hours 

41+ hours 


Health & social services (#) 
1 to 34 hours 

35 to 40 hours 

41+ hours 


Accommodation & food services (#) 
1 to 34 hours 

35 to 40 hours 

41+ hours 


Other services (#) 
1 to 34 hours 

35 to 40 hours 
41+ hours 


Both sexes 


2,267,000 
2972 
Dial 
43.6 


305,000 


112,000 
18.8 
31.8 
49.4 


254,000 
22.4 
38.8 
589 


96,000 
19.4 
INS) 
S'S d/ 


423,000 
25.0 


113,000 
2509 
30.2 
43.9 


294,000 
28.1 
33.8 
38.1 


28,000 
73.8 
16.9 

OS 


126,000 


100,000 
1529 
215 
64.6 


369,000 
49.9 
255 
24.4 


Men 


1,489,000 
18.6 


236,000 
194 
40.0 
40.9 


82,000 
1522 
2283 
64.5 


284,000 


143,000 
36.4 


Women 
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Definitions, LFS data sources and survey 


methodology 


Definitions 


Actual Hours — Number of hours actually worked by the 
respondent during the reference week, including paid and 
unpaid hours. 


Adults — People 25 years of age and older. 


Average hours worked — Average number of hours 
worked per week, usual or actual, is calculated by divid- 
ing total hours by the total number of employed persons. 
Also available is the average number of actual hours 
worked per week calculated by excluding persons who 
were not at work during the reference week. 


Employees (private) — Those who work as employees of 
a private firm or business. 


Employees (government or public) — Those who work for 
a local, provincial or federal government, for a govern- 
ment service or agency, a crown corporation, or a govern- 
ment owned public establishment such as a school or a 
hospital. 


Employment — Employed persons are those who, during 
the reference week did any work for pay or profit, or had 
a job and were absent from work. 


Goods-producing industries (or goods sector, or goods 
industries) — Includes: agriculture; other primary indus- 
tries (forestry, fishing and trapping; mines, quarries and 
oil wells); manufacturing; construction; and utilities (elec- 
tric power, gas and water). 


Hours lost (Absence from work) — A distinction is made 
between those who lose hours from work because they 
missed part of the work week or the full work week. Rea- 
sons for the absence are collected for both situations. 


Part-week absence: Collected for employees only. 
Reasons for absence include: own illness or disabil- 
ity, personal or family responsibilities, maternity leave 
(females only), vacation, weather, labour dispute, job 
started or ended during reference week, holiday, work- 
ing short time, other reasons. 


Full-week absence: Collected for all employed per- 
sons. Reasons for absence include: own illness or dis- 
ability, personal or family responsibilities, maternity 
leave (females only), vacation, labour dispute, work 
schedule, self-employed (no work available), seasonal 
business (self-employed), other reasons. The number 
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of full weeks absent from work are recorded. In addi- 
tion, employees and self-employed with an incorpo- 
rated business are asked if they received wages or 
salary for any time off in reference week. 


Industry — The general nature of the business carried out 
by the employer for whom the respondent works (main job 
only). If a person did not have a job during the survey 
reference week, the information is collected for the last 
job held, providing the person worked within the previ- 
ous twelve months. 


Involuntary part-time — (See Reasons for Part-time). 


Labour force — Civilian non-institutional population 15 
years of age and over who, during the survey reference 
week, were employed or unemployed. 


Level of education — Highest level of schooling com- 
pleted. 


Main job — When a respondent holds more than one job 
or business, the job or business involving the greatest 
number of usual hours worked is considered to be the 
main job. The full or part-time status and industry and oc- 
cupation information available from the survey refer to 
the main job, as does information for employees on 
wages, union status, job permanency, and workplace size. 


Moonlighting — Term used to describe multiple job hold- 
ers (ie. someone who is “moonlighting” holds more than 
one job). 


Occupation — Refers to the kind of work people were 
doing during the reference week, as determined by the 
kind of work reported and the description of the most im- 
portant duties. For those not currently employed, informa- 
tion on occupation is collected for the most recent job 
held within the previous year. 


Paid overtime — Includes any hours worked during the 
reference week over and above standard or scheduled 
paid hours, for overtime pay or compensation (including 
time off in lieu). 


Part-time/full-time — Part-time employment consists of 
people who usually work less than 30 hours per week at 
their main or only job. Full-time employment consists of 
people who usually work 30 hours or more per week at 
their main or only job. This information is available for 
those currently employed or who last worked within the 
previous year. 
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Part-time employment rate — Total number of people 
working part-time expressed as a percentage of those who 
were employed. 


Permanent job — A permanent job is one that is expected 
to last as long as the employee wants it, given that busi- 
ness conditions permit. That is, there is no pre-deter- 
mined termination date. 


Population — The target population covered by the survey 
corresponds to all persons aged 15 years and over resid- 
ing in the provinces of Canada, with the exception of the 
following: persons living on Indian reserves, full-time 
members of the regular Armed Forces, and persons living 
in institutions (for example, inmates of penal institutions 
and patients in hospitals or nursing homes who have re- 
sided in the institution for more than six months). 


Public/private sector employment — The public sector in- 
cludes employees in public administration at the federal, 
provincial and municipal levels, as well as in Crown cor- 
porations, liquor control boards and other government in- 
stitutions, such as schools, government owned hospitals 
and public libraries. The private sector comprises all other 
employees and self-employed owners of businesses (in- 
cluding unpaid family workers in those businesses), and 
self-employed persons without businesses. 


Reason for working part-time — Prior to the introduction 
of the revised questionnaire in January 1997, all persons 
whose total usual work hours at all jobs or businesses 
were below 30 per week were asked their reason for work- 
ing part-time. Reasons included: own illness, personal or 
family responsibilities, going to school, could only find 
part-time work, did not want full-time work, other, and 
full-time work under 30 hours. This last category of re- 
spondents were redefined as full-time workers and not 
counted in any part-time estimates. Those who could 
only find part-time work were considered involuntary 
part-time workers, the best estimate of the number of un- 
deremployment. All others were considered voluntary 
part-timers. 


Beginning January 1997, all respondents who usually 
worked less than 30 hours per week at their main or only 
job are asked if they want to work more or less than 30 
hours at a (single) job or business. Depending on the re- 
sponse, the main reason for working part-time is col- 
lected. For those who respond that they want to work less 
than 30 hours (voluntary part-timers), the main reason 
for working part-time is collected. Responses include: 
own illness, personal or family responsibilities, going to 
school, personal preference, other. 
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For those who respond that they want to work 30 or 
more hours per week, the main reason for working less 
than 30 hours is collected. Responses include: own ill- 
ness, personal or family responsibilities, going to school, 
business conditions, could not find work with 30 or more 
hours, other. Those whose response is “business condi- 
tions” or “could not find work with 30 or more hours” are 
considered involuntary part-time workers. Involuntary 
part-timers are asked if they looked for work with 30 or 
more hours during the past four weeks. Those who 
searched for full-time work are considered to be underem- 
ployed. The change in concepts and definitions intro- 
duced in January 1997 results in a complete break in the 
involuntary part-time series. 


School — any educational establishment (primary, second- 
ary, community college, junior college, CEGEP, university 
or others). 


Seasonal adjustment — Fluctuations in economic time se- 
ries are caused by seasonal, cyclical and irregular move- 
ments. A seasonally adjusted series is one from which 
seasonal movements have been eliminated. Seasonal 
movements are defined as those which are caused by 
regular annual events such as climate, holidays, vacation 
periods and cycles related to crops, production and retail 
sales associated with Christmas and Easter. It should be 
noted that the seasonally adjusted series contain irregu- 
lar as well as longer-term cyclical fluctuations. 


The seasonal adjustment program is a complicated 
computer program which differentiates between these 
seasonal, cyclical and irregular movements in a series 
over a number of years and, on the basis of past move- 
ments, estimates appropriate seasonal factors for current 
data. On an annual basis, the historic series of seasonally 
adjusted data are revised in light of the most recent infor- 
mation on changes in seasonality. 


Self-employed — There are three types of individuals who 
are considered self-employed: | 


Working owners of incorporated businesses: Work- 
ing owners of an incorporated business, farm or pro- 
fessional practice. This group is further subdivided 
into those with and without paid help 


Working owners of unincorporated businesses and 
other self-employed: Working owners of a business, 
farm or professional practice that is not incorporated 
and self-employed persons who do not have a busi- 
ness (for example, baby-sitters and newspaper carri- 
ers). This group is further subdivided into those with 
and without paid help 
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Unpaid family workers: Persons who work without 
pay on a farm or in a business or professional prac- 
tice owned and operated by another family member 
living in the same dwelling. 


Service-producing industries (or service sector or serv- 
ice industries) — Includes: transportation, storage, com- 
munications; trade (wholesale and retail); finance, 
insurance and real estate; community, business and per- 
sonal services (services); and public administration. 


Temporary job: A temporary job has a predetermined end 
date, or will end as soon as a specified project is com- 
pleted. Information is collected to allow the sub-classifi- 
cation of temporary jobs into four groups: seasonal; 
temporary, term or contract, including work done through 
a temporary help agency; casual job; and other temporary 
work. 


Underemployment — (See Reasons for Part-time). 


Unemployment — Unemployed persons are those who did 
not work during reference week and were available for 
work. They also had to have looked for work in the past 
four weeks unless they were on temporary layoff or had 
a job to start within the next four weeks. 


Unpaid overtime — Refers to time spent directly on work 
or work-related activities over and above scheduled paid 
hours. These must be extra hours worked for which the 
respondent received no additional compensation. 


Usual Hours worked — Usual hours for employees refers 
to their normal paid or contract hours, not counting any 
overtime. For the self employed and for unpaid family 
workers, usual hours refer to the number of hours usually 
worked by the respondent in a typical week, regardless of 
whether they were paid. 


Voluntary part-time — (See Reasons for Part-time). 


Youths — Individuals aged 15-24 years of age. 


Data Sources 


Labour Force Update: Work Hours used much previ- 
ously unpublished data. If required, this and similar data 
can be made available on a cost-recovery basis. How- 
ever, it also relied on data and ideas found in the follow- 
ing publications: 
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Labour Force Information, Statistics Canada Catalogue 
71-001-PPB 

Historical Labour Force Statistics, Statistics Canada 
Catalogue 71-201 Annual 

Labour Force Annual Averages, Statistics Canada Cata- 
logue 71-220 Annual 

Labour Force Historical Review CD-ROM 


There are a number of other recent Statistics Canada 
publications on the subject of work hours. They include: 


Working More? Working Less? What do Canadian 
Workers Prefer? by René Morissette and Marie Drolet, 
Statistics Canada Catalogue no. 11-F0019-MPE, May 
1997. 


Labour Force Update: Youth in the Labour Market by 
Geoff Bowlby, Jean-Marc Levesque and Deborah Sunter, 
Statistics Canada Catalogue no. 71-005, Volume 1, no. 1, 
Spring 1997. 


The Changing Workweek: Trends in Weekly Hours of 
Work by Mike Sheridan, Deborah Sunter and Brent 
Diverty, in Canadian Economic Observer, Statistics 
Canada Catalogue no. 11-010-XPB, September 1996. 


Hours of Working Couples by Dan Charette in Perspec- 
tives on Labour and Income, Statistics Canada Catalogue 
no. 75-001, Volume 7, no. 2, Summer 1995. 


Involuntary Part-timers by Nathalie Noreau in Perspec- 
tives on Labour and Income, Statistics Canada Catalogue 
no. 75-001, Volume 6, no. 3, Autumn 1994, 


Voluntary Part-time Workers by Ron Logan in Perspec- 
tives on Labour and Income, Statistics Canada Catalogue 
no. 75-001, Volume 6, no. 3, Autumn 1994. 


The Hours People Work by Deborah Sunter and René 
Morissette in Perspectives on Labour and Income, Statis- 
tics Canada Catalogue no. 75-001, Volume 6, no. 3, Au- 
tumn 1994. 


Paid Overtime by Gary L. Cohen in Perspectives on La- 


bour and Income, Statistics Canada Catalogue no. 75-001, 
Volume 5, no. 3, Autumn 1993. 
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Labour Force Survey Methodology 


The LFS is a monthly household survey of a sample of in- 
dividuals who are representative of the civilian, non-insti- 
tutionalized population 15 years of age or older in 
Canada’s ten provinces. Specifically excluded from the 
survey’s coverage are residents of the Yukon and North- 
west Territories, persons living on Indian Reserves, full- 
time members of the Canadian Armed Forces and inmates 
of institutions. These groups together represent an ex- 
clusion of approximately 2% of the population aged 15 or 
over. 


Canada’s population lives in various geographic areas 
such as provinces and regions within provinces. For the 
purposes of sampling, the population in these areas is 
further partitioned into strata, in order to maximize the re- 
liability of the estimates while keeping collection costs at 
a minimum. Households in strata are not selected directly. 
Instead each stratum is divided into clusters, and then a 
sample of clusters is selected in the stratum. Then, in 
each selected cluster, a sample of households is chosen. 
Chosen in this fashion, the sample is representative of 
the population. 


The number of households sampled across the coun- 
try has varied over the years as a result of varying levels 
of funding, and improvements in the survey design. The 
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sample size has been 52,350 households since July 1995. 
The sample is allocated to provinces and strata within 
provinces in the way that best meets the need for reliable 
estimates at various geographic levels. These include na- 
tional, provincial, census metropolitan areas (large cities), 
economic regions, and employment insurance regions. 


The LFS follows a rotating panel sample design, in 
which households remain in the sample for six consecu- 
tive months. The total sample consists of six representa- 
tive sub-samples or panels, and each month a panel is 
replaced after completing its six month stay in the survey. 
Outgoing households are replaced by households in the 
same or a similar area. This results in a five-sixths month- 
to-month sample overlap, which makes the design effi- 
cient for estimating month-to-month changes. The 
rotation after six months prevents undue respondent bur- 
den for households that are selected for the survey. 


Demographic information is obtained for all persons in 
a household for whom the selected dwelling is the usual 
place of residence. LFS information is obtained for all ci- 
vilian household members 15 years of age or older. Re- 
spondent burden is minimized for the elderly (age 70 and 
over) by carrying forward their responses for the initial 
interview to the subsequent five months in survey. 
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Table 15 


Average weekly hours at main job, by type of hours, age and sex, Canada 


Average usual hours 
(total employed) 


Total 


15 - 24 yrs 


25 - 44 yrs 


45+ yrs 


Both sexes 
Men 
Women 


Both sexes 
Men 
Women 


Both sexes 
Men 
Women 


Both sexes 
Men 
Women 


Average actual hours 
(total employed) 


Total 


15 - 24 yrs 


25 - 44 yrs 


45+ yrs 


Both sexes 
Men 
Women 


Both sexes 
Men 
Women 


Both sexes 
Men 
Women 


Both sexes 
Men 
Women 


Average actual hours 


(excl. persons not at work) 


Total 


15 - 24 yrs 


25 - 44 yrs 


45+ yrs 


Both sexes 
Men 
Women 


Both sexes 
Men 
Women 


Both sexes 
Men 
Women 


Both sexes 
Men 
Women 


1976 


1980 


1985 


1989 


1995 


1996 
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Table 16 
Average weekly hours at main job, by type, industry and occupation, Canada 
1976 1980 1985 1989 1995 1996 

Average usual hours 
(total employed) 

Industry 
Agriculture 49.9 46.6 46.4 45.1 44.3 44.6 
Other primary industries 43.2 44.3 44.0 44.6 45.3 45.5 
Manufacturing 3987 39.6 39.6 39.8 40.1 31979 
Construction 41.1 40.9 40.4 41.4 40.5 “4.025 
Transp.,commun. & other utilities 39.9 40.2 40.2 40.1 40.5 40.3 
Trade 36.8 36.3 SSH 36.0 3587 355 
Finance,insurance & real estate 38.0 37.8 SET 38.1 37.4 3723 
Service 36.0 35.0 34.4 34.8 34.4 34.3 
Public administration Silat 37.4 Sul 37.4 872) Sipe 

Occupation 
Managerial & other professional 38.4 38.1 38.7 38.8 38.5 38.3 
Clerical 34.9 34.2 357 33.5 32.6 527S 
Sales 38.3 37.6 36.2 36.3 35.7 35.8 
Service 3541 33.8 3275 S246 32.0 31.9 
Primary occupations 48.5 46.3 46.0 45.8 44.8 44.8 
Process., machin., fabric. 40.4 40.2 39.9 40.2 40.4 40.2 
Construction trades 41.0 41.1 40.5 41.5 40.7 41.0 
Transportation equipment operating 42.8 43.2 43.1 43.0 43.4 43.2 
Material handling & other crafts 37.8 37.6 36.6 36.2 35.8 35.8 

Average actual hours 
(excluding persons not at work) 

Industry 
Agriculture 5072 46.4 46.5 45.9 44.8 44.9 
Other primary industries 41.6 43.2 42.9 44.1 44.1 44.6 
Manufacturing 38.7 39.2 BORD 40.5 39.8 40.2 
Construction 3923 3987 39.4 41.1 39.5 40.0 
Transp.,commun. & other utilities 38.9 39.8 39.7 40.5 40.1 40.2 
Trade 36.1 36.0 35.6 36.3 35.4 35.6 
Finance,insurance & real estate 36.8 51718 Sez 38.2 36.8 SU? 
Service 3522) 34.6 34.1 34.9 34.0 34.3 
Public administration 36.4 36.5 36.4 SAS 36.5 36.8 

Occupation 
Managerial & other professional 37.6 38.1 38.7 39.4 38.4 38.6 
Clerical 33.6 33.4 32.9 33.4 5179 32.1 
Sales 5727 3745 36.0 36.7 35.5 35.9 
Service 34.5 33.4 31.9 325 31.6 31.7 
Primary occupations 48.2 45.5 45.4 45.9 44.5 44.5 
Process., machin., fabric. 39.3 39.7 39.6 40.8 40.0 40.3 
Construction trades 3922 40.0 39.5 41.4 39.8 40.6 
Transportation equipment operating 41.9 42.6 42.8 43.4 43.1 43.0 
Material handling & other crafts 36.7 Sel 36.2 36.6 35.4 3557 
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Table 17 
Average weekly hours at main job, by type of hours, Canada and Provinces 
1976 1980 1985 1989 1995 1996 

Canada 

Average usual hours (total employed) 3877 38.0 37.4 37.6 a 3/41 

Average actual hours (total employed) 35.0 34.7 34.3 351 34.1 34.3 

Average actual hours (excl. persons not at work) Sie Sues Siete 37.9) 36.8 STE 
Newfoundland 

Average usual hours (total employed) 41.6 41.2 40.0 39¢2 38.6 38.8 

Average actual hours (total employed) 36.7 35.3 34.6 34.7 33.4 33.9 

Average actual hours (excl. persons not at work) 39.6 39.1 38.4 38.3 3123 379 
Prince Edward Island 

Average usual hours (total employed) 40.3 40.4 38.8 8. 3 38.8 

Average actual hours (total employed) 36.5 36.6 Sioa 39.1 351 35.6 

Average actual hours (excl. persons not at work) 39.1 39.2 Sih> 38.0 3 38.3 
Nova Scotia 

Average usual hours (total employed) 39.4 38.8 38.2 38.2 37.4 3768 

Average actual hours (total employed) 34.8 34.9 34.7 3923 34.0 34.1 

Average actual hours (excl. persons not at work) 37.9 37.8 5723 3759 36.8 37.0 
New Brunswick 

Average usual hours (total employed) 39.0 38.3 Sir 37.8 37.8 37.8 

Average actual hours (total employed) 34.6 34.6 34.5 3921 34.9 35.1 

Average actual hours (excl. persons not at work) 37.4 37.4 a0 37.8 SiS 3109 
Québec 

Average usual hours (total employed) 38.9 ess 36.9 3421 36.7 36.6 

Average actual hours (total employed) 3959 34.1 3375 34.4 3520 3319 

Average actual hours (excl. persons not at work) 38.2 372 36.7 Sno 36.4 36.5 
Ontario 

Average usual hours (total employed) 38.1 5720 37.4 37.6 37.2 34.1 

Average actual hours (total employed) 34.5 34.8 34.6 3553 34.1 34.5 

Average actual hours (excl. persons not at work) STE SRE 5743 38.0 36.7 37.1 
Manitoba 

Average usual hours (total employed) 39.0 38.0 A7 8722 s) Th 37.1 

Average actual hours (total employed) 5526 34.9 34.6 350 34.1 34.4 

Average actual hours (excl. persons not at work) 3729 37.4 Bilal 37.6 36.8 37.0 
Saskatchewan 

Average usual hours (total employed) 41.0 39.5 38.6 38.4 38.3 38.6 

Average actual hours (total employed) Bien 36.4 35.6 36.1 3529 3529 

Average actual hours (excl. persons not at work) 40.4 38.9 38.1 38.8 38.1 38.5 
Alberta 

Average usual hours (total employed) 39.8 39.4 38.2 38.5 38.4 38.2 

Average actual hours (total employed) 3067 36.7 35.4 3675 35.5 35.8 

Average actual hours (excl. persons not at work) 595 397 38.0 38.9 38.3 38.4 
British Columbia 

Average usual hours (total employed) 37.4 srl 36.6 37.4 36.6 36.4 

Average actual hours (total employed) 53: 55% 33.4 34.8 3322 3322 

Average actual hours (excl. persons not at work) 36.2 36.3 36.0 3735 36.1 36.1 
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Table 18 
Percentage distribution of usual weekly hours, for men, by industry (Employees, 25+ years of age) 
Usual weekly % point change 
hours 1976 1980 1985 1989 1995 1976-1995 
Agriculture 1-34 9.5 12.0 0.4 12.4 11.8 22,9 
35 to 40 28.6 29.4 SA 32.1 40.3 es 
41+ 61.9 58.6 56.5 55.5 47.9 -14.0 
Other primary 1-34 1.0 tl isa eS 220 jh 
35 to 40 79.6 77.9 73.4 Thi Vad) 58.9 -20.6 
41+ 19.5 21.0 24.9 26.9 39.0 19.5 
Manufacturing 1-34 tall! 15 1.8 1.8 23 122 
35 to 40 85.5 84.9 83.4 81.9 76.1 -9.4 
41+ 13.4 SO 14.8 16.3 DAS 8.2 
Construction 1-34 1.9 2.8 4.6 3.9 6.6 4.7 
35 to 40 76.6 77.6 TX 2 Tes 65.2 -11.4 
41+ Diss 19.6 237 24.9 28.2 6.7 
Utilities 1-34 1.0 1S 1.0 1.6 1.8 0.8 
35 to 40 93.9 92.4 93.2 90.5 85.8 -8.1 
41+ sae 6.1 5.8 7.9 12.4 163 
Transportation, Storage, 
& Communications 1-34 4.6 4.2 56 6.5 73 2.8 
35 to 40 78.1 78.0 752 TANT 66.4 -11.7 
41+ 17.3 17.8 19.2 2159 26.2 9.0 
Trade 1-34 SA Bi S25: 4.5 7.4 4.3 
35 to 40 68.4 ND) 69.5 68.9 64.7 -3.7 
41+ 28.5 25.4 2550 26.6 27.9 -0.6 
Finance, insurance 
and real estate 1-34 G7 722 6.8 5.9 6.7 0.4 
35 to 40 69.6 69.1 65.3 64.5 65.1 -4.5 
41+ 24.2 237 27.8 29.6 28.2 4.0 
Business Services 1-34 5.4 4.9 6.5 Sez, 7138 2 15) 
35 to 40 74.7 74.5 70.0 69.3 66.2 -8.4 
41+ 20.0 20.6 2355 2545 25.9 6.0 
Educational Services 1-34 11.4 JH79 10.8 11.4 EE | 
35 to 40 66.9 67.8 65.1 2 59.4 -7.5 
41+ 2187 20.4 24.1 25.4 QD 5.5 
Health & Social Services 1-34 VAY 8.4 10.3 eal 14.5 Use 
35 to 40 67.9 70.8 70.6 69.5 68.1 0.3 
41+ 251 20.8 19.1 18.4 3 -7.8 
Accomodation & Food 
Services 1-34 8.1 Melt 15.0 1522 21.8 13.7 
35 to 40 Sil 5 56.7 55,9 54.6 -0.5 
41+ 36.8 30.7 28.3 28.9 23.6 -13.2 
Other Services 1-34 10.1 11.9 14.6 14.7 172 el 
35 to 40 64.6 66.0 60.4 56.9 59.5 -5.1 
41+ 25.4 22-0 25.0 28.4 23.3 -2.0 
Public Administration 1-34 5.0 5.4 4.3 4.3 4.9 -0.1 
35 to 40 86.0 85.7 85.2 84.5 81.7 -4.3 
41+ 9.0 8.9 10.5 1122 13.4 4.4 
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Table 19 
Percentage distribution of usual weekly hours, for women, by industry (Employees, 25+ years of age) 
Usual weekly % point change 
hours 1976 1980 1985 1989 1995 1976-1995 
Agriculture 1-34 47.4 50.8 48.2 49.1 40.8 - 
35 to 40 30.3 26.9 ai. 34.2 41.7 11.4 
41+ 2233 2223 19.8 16.8 176 -4.8 
Other primary 1-34 19.3 15.0 124 18.1 L7ES -2.0 
35 to 40 75.4 79.8 80.9 70.1 67.7 -7.7 
41+ de 532, 7.0 1127 LS*0 9.7 
Manufacturing 1-34 9.6 10.3 10.9 10.8 10.5 0.9 
35 to 40 85.6 84.3 83.7 82.8 80.1 -5.4 
41+ 4.9 5.4 5.4 6.4 9.4 4.5 
Construction 1-34 34.6 45.1 45.4 38.9 3522 0.6 
35 to 40 60.3 49.3 47.7 532 56.8 -3.5 
41+ 5: 1 5.6 6.9 5.6 8.0 3.0 
Utilities 1-34 118 5.0 8.9 725 9.2 -2.1 
35 to 40 87.1 94.4 90.7 90.6 84.8 -2.3 
41+ 17 0.6 0.4 2.0 6.1 4.4 
Transportation, Storage, 
& Communications 1-34 28.0 28.8 295 2979 2520 -3.0 
35 to 40 68.6 66.7 70.3 71:3 68.2 -0.4 
41+ 3.4 4.4 4.2 4.9 6.9 3.5 
Trade 1-34 40.7 43.5 43.6 39.0 40.3 -0.5 
35 to 40 54.1 51.7 51.0 54.4 523 -1.9 
41+ 522 4.8 5.4 6.5 USS 23 
Finance, insurance 
and real estate 1-34 21.6 19.7 18.8 19.7 20.6 -0.9 
35 to 40 132 752 74.5 730 72.0 -1.2 
41+ Sp? 5) 74 6.7 73 Aes 211 
Business Services 1-34 26,9 26a) 25:41 23.4 22 -4.8 
: 35 to 40 70.8 68.7 68.5 69.0 68.5 -2.3 
41+ 22 4.6 6.4 7.6 9.4 TA 
Educational Services 1-34 32.0 3541 32:8 3129 3273 0.2 
35 to 40 8 .8 54.0 53.4 50.1 -6.7 
41+ Lid 10.1 13.7 14.7 17.6 6.5 
Health & Social Services 1-34 26.2 sex 38.3 38.6 39.4 13.2 
35 to 40 70.3 63.6 58.3 57.3 56.2 -14.1 
41+ LE) 34.2 3.4 4.0 4.5 0.9 
Accomodation & 
Food Services 1-34 39.8 42.6 48.2 41.9 46.1 6.2 
35 to 40 49.6 48.8 43.2 48.1 44.7 -4.9 
41+ 10.6 8.6 8.6 10.0 9.2 -1.3 
Other Services 1-34 46.8 44.1 41.6 3775 38.2 -8.6 
35 to 40 45.8 48.1 47.5 50.9 50.3 4.5 
41+ PS 7.8 10.9 11.6 1155 4.1 
Public Administration 1-34 14.7 152 16.8 1522 11520) 0.3 
35 to 40 83.5 82.7 80.6 81.0 80.7 -2.8 
41+ 1.8 21 21 3.8 4.3 225 
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Table 20 
Distribution of employed persons by hours usually worked per week at the main job, by class of worker, age and 


sex, Canada and provinces 


Difference Difference 
1976 1985 1995 1976 to 1995 1976 to 1995 


CANADA 
TOTAL EMPLOYED, ALL JOBS 9,776,000 11,742,000 13,506,000 


1 to 14 hours 

15 to 29 hours 

30 to 34 hours 

35 to 39 hours 1 
40 hours 4 
41 to 49 hours 

50+ hours 1 


1 to 34 hours 7.6 


6 

9 

2 

.8 35 to 40 hours -10.7 
9 

1 41+ hours 3.0 
1 


TOTAL EMPLOYED, MAIN JOB 9,776,000 11,742,000 13,506,000 


1 to 14 hours 

15 to 29 hours 

30 to 34 hours 

35 to 39 hours 1 
40 hours 4 
41 to 49 hours 

50+ hours 1 


1 to 34 hours 8.3 


8 

4 

2 

7 35 to 40 hours -10.3 
6 

6 41+ hours 1.9 
5 


EMPLOYEES 25+, MAIN JOB 6,200,000 7,701,000 9,436,000 


1 to 14 hours 2 
15 to 29 hours 6 1 to 34 hours 5.6 
30 to 34 hours 3 
35 to 39 hours 272 
40 hours 51 
41 to 49 hours 7 

7 


50+ hours 


6 

3 

#7. 

ae 35 to 40 hours -8.1 
4 

0 41+ hours 2.5 
5 


MEN, EMPLOYEES 25+, MAIN JOB = 3,992,000 4,382,000 4,982,000 


1 to 14 hours 0 
15 to 29 hours 1 1 to 34 hours 3.2 
30 to 34 hours 1 
35 to 39 hours 16 
40 hours 60. 
41 to 49 hours 9 
9 


50+ hours 


7 
8 
#7 
.0 35 to 40 hours -8.5 
4 
8 41+ hours 5.3 
4 


WOMEN, EMPLOYEES 25+, 
MAIN JOB 2,208,000 3,320,000 4,454,000 


1 to 14 hours 

15 to 29 hours 1 
30 to 34 hours 
35 to 39 hours 
40 hours 

41 to 49 hours 
50+ hours 


1 to 34 hours 2.4 


9 
6 
#7 
2 35 to 40 hours -5.1 
9 
#1 41+ hours Dod 
1 


NS A ELE, EI EE IEE LIT OL ETL RD CTE EE IE SE VOS AI SS LITE VC RER EDR AE OE ES EOS TRIO EL OLE LED TLRS SET EVENT EPP CIEE LIES TE EY LP II FE EPS DD TE SE CEE GE PEN LE SUCRES I LTO 
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Table 20 — Concluded 
Distribution of employed persons by hours usually worked per week at the main job, by class of worker, age and 


sex, Canada and provinces 


Difference Difference 
1976 1985 1995 1976 to 1995 1976 to 1995 
SELF-EMPLOYED, MAIN JOB 1,207,000 1,677,000 2,136,000 
% 
1 to 14 hours 8.1 iT 10.3 2-2 
15 to 29 hours 8.0 9.8 10.8 2.8 1 to 34 hours 7.3 
30 to 34 hours 5.4 6.3 TET 2:3 
35 to 39 hours 4.2 4.3 4.9 0.7 35 to 40 hours 0.5 
40 hours 22.9 21.9 2227 -0.2 
41 to 49 hours ors 7.6 6.2 -3.1 41+ hours -7.8 
50+ hours 42.1 38.2 37.4 -4.7 
MEN, SELF-EMPLOYED, MAIN JOB 890,000 1,158,000 1,418,000 
% 
1 to 14 hours 3.0 5.9 5.4 2.4 
15 to 29 hours 3.9 5219 6.9 229 1 to 34 hours thea! 
30 to 34 hours 4.1 Sel 6.4 2.4 
35 to 39 hours 327 3.9 4.4 0.7 35 to 40 hours 0.5 
40 hours 24.9 2308 24.7 -0.1 
41 to 49 hours HONS 8.5 6.8 -3.5 41+ hours -8.2 
50+ hours 5072 46.9 45.5 -4,7 
WOMEN, SELF-EMPLOYED, 
MAIN JOB 316,000 519,000 717,000 
% 
1 to 14 hours 227 2553 20.2 -2.5 
15 to 29 hours Loe 18.5 18.6 -0.8 1 to 34 hours -2.4 
30 to 34 hours 9.1 9.0 10.1 1.0 
35 to 39 hours JS | 6.0 0.2 35 to 40 hours 1.6 
40 hours 122 17.6 18.6 i.4 
41 to 49 hours 09 5,9 Si -1.3 41+ hours 0.8 
50+ hours 1972 18.9 213 221 
TOTAL YOUTHS 15-24 2,387,000 2,396,000 1,945,000 
% 
1 to 14 hours 12.6 18.8 TA 12-5 
15 to 29 hours 10.9 16.5 24.1 13.2 1 to 34 hours 29.1 
30 to 34 hours 3.6 4.9 7.0 3.4 
35 to 39 hours 19.4 14.2 9.4 -10.1 35 to 40 hours -26.4 
40 hours 42.5 35,6 26.2 -16.3 
41 to 49 hours 6.3 5.4 4.0 -2.3 41+ hours 227 
50+ hours 4.8 CTI 4.3 -0.5 
STUDENTS 15-24 573,000 717,000 842,000 
% 
1 to 14 hours 47.3 54.5 S2 1 4.8 
15 to 29 hours 31123 3183 36.7 5.4 1 to 34 hours 10.7 
30 to 34 hours 228 2.4 3.4 0.5 
35 to 39 hours 6.9 4.4 2.6 -4.2 35 to 40 hours -9.7 
40 hours 95 Sn 4.0 -5.5 
41 to 49 hours 102 0.8 0.5 -0.6 41+ hours -1.1 
50+ hours 10 0.7 0.6 -0.4 
NON-STUDENTS 15-24 1,814,000 1,679,000 1,103,000 
% 
1 to 14 hours 1.6 3.6 4.4 2.8 
15 to 29 hours 4.4 10.1 14.4 10.0 1 to 34 hours 18.8 
30 to 34 hours 3.8 6.0 9.8 6.0 
35 to 39 hours 23.4 18.4 14.5 -8.9 35 to 40 hours -18.7 
40 hours 53.0 48.2 43.2 -9.8 
41 to 49 hours 7.9 7/25) 6.6 -1.2 41+ hours 0.0 
50+ hours 5.9 6.4 Tol 12 


SES A AT RP PR PP TU PRET NE EEE EUS I VE ARTE RAR ET EL SPACE PS TE CENTRE EOE LTTE LT ENTE EP PTE PN SE EOD LSE SE REL CET RRL REET I LIL CPGE DE EEE SSSI SE 
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Table 21 


Distribution of employed persons by hours usually worked per week at the main job, by class of worker, age and 


sex, Canada and provinces 


1976 


NEWFOUNDLAND 
TOTAL EMPLOYED 160,000 


1 to 14 hours 

15 to 29 hours 

30 to 34 hours 

35 to 39 hours | 
40 hours 5 
41 to 49 hours 

50+ hours 1 


EMPLOYEES 25+, MAIN JOB 


1 to 14 hours 
15 to 29 hours 
30 to 34 hours 
35 to 39 hours 1 
40 hours 60. 
41 to 49 hours 
50+ hours 


SELF-EMPLOYED, MAIN JOB 19,000 


1 to 14 hours 4.2 
15 to 29 hours 535 
30 to 34 hours 3.8 
35 to 39 hours 327 
40 hours 26.4 
41 to 49 hours 9.0 
50+ hours 47.4 


TOTAL YOUTHS 15-24 42,000 
1 to 14 hours 


15 to 29 hours 
30 to 34 hours 


35 to 39 hours 1 

40 hours 56. 
41 to 49 hours 

50+ hours 

NON-STUDENTS 15-24 38,000 


1 to 14 hours 

15 to 29 hours 

30 to 34 hours 

35 to 39 hours 1 
40 hours 6 
41 to 49 hours 

50+ hours 


1985 


1995 


Difference 
1976 to 1995 


Difference 


1976 to 1995 


1 to 34 hours 
35 to 40 hours 


41+ hours 


1 to 34 hours 
35 to 40 hours 


41+ hours 


1 to 34 hours 
35 to 40 hours 


41+ hours 


1 to 34 hours 
35 to 40 hours 


41+ hours 


1 to 34 hours 
35 to 40 hours 


41+ hours 


6.9 


-4.8 


-2.2 


28.5 


-23.0 


-5.6 
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Table 22 
Distribution of employed persons by hours usually worked per week at the main job, by class of worker, age and 
sex, Canada and provinces 


Difference 
1976 to 1995 


Difference 
1976 1985 1995 1976 to 1995 


PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND 


TOTAL EMPLOYED 43,000 51,000 59,000 


1 to 14 hours 
15 to 29 hours 
30 to 34 hours 
35 to 39 hours 
40 hours 

41 to 49 hours 
50+ hours 


EMPLOYEES 25+, MAIN JOB 


1 to 14 hours 
15 to 29 hours 
30 to 34 hours 
35 to 39 hours 
40 hours 

41 to 49 hours 
50+ hours 


SELF-EMPLOYED, MAIN JOB 


1 to 14 hours 
15 to 29 hours 
30 to 34 hours 
35 to 39 hours 
40 hours 

41 to 49 hours 
50+ hours 


TOTAL YOUTHS 15-24 


1 to 14 hours 
15 to 29 hours 
30 to 34 hours 
35 to 39 hours 
40 hours 

41 to 49 hours 
50+ hours 


NON-STUDENTS 15-24 


1 to 14 hours 
15 to 29 hours 
30 to 34 hours 
35 to 39 hours 
40 hours 

41 to 49 hours 
50+ hours 


1 to 34 hours 
35 to 40 hours 


41+ hours 


1 to 34 hours 
35 to 40 hours 


41+ hours 


1 to 34 hours 
35 to 40 hours 


41+ hours 


1 to 34 hours 
35 to 40 hours 


41+ hours 


1 to 34 hours 
35 to 40 hours 


41+ hours 


-14.2 
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Table 23 
Distribution of employed persons by hours usually worked per week at the main job, by class of worker, age and 


sex, Canada and provinces 


Difference Difference 
1976 1985 1995 1976 to 1995 1976 to 1995 


NOVA SCOTIA 
TOTAL EMPLOYED 297,000 344,000 384,000 


1 to 14 hours 

15 to 29 hours 

30 to 34 hours 

35 to 39 hours 1 
40 hours 5 
41 to 49 hours 

50+ hours 1 


1 to 34 hours 10.6 


2,7 
5.0 
3.0 
1.8 35 to 40 hours -11.9 
3.8 
1.1 41+ hours 1.3 
2.4 


EMPLOYEES 25+, MAIN JOB 190,000 229,000 272,000 


1 to 14 hours 

15 to 29 hours 

30 to 34 hours 

35 to 39 hours 1 
40 hours 5 
41 to 49 hours 

50+ hours 


1 to 34 hours 8.0 


1.0 
4.4 
2.6 
3.5 35 to 40 hours -9.7 
3.3 
0.5 41+ hours 1.7 
2.3 


SELF-EMPLOYED, MAIN JOB 32,000 46,000 57,000 


1 to 14 hours 8.5 
15 to 29 hours 9.3 1 to 34 hours 10.4 
30 to 34 hours SN 
35 to 39 hours 3.8 
40 hours 24.5 
41 to 49 hours 8.4 

9.8 


50+ hours 3 , 


7.0 
2.6 
0.8 
0.6 35 to 40 hours -3.3 
4.0 
2.8 41+ hours -7.1 
4.3 


TOTAL YOUTHS 15-24 74,000 70,000 58,000 56,000 


1 to 14 hours | 
15 to 29 hours 1 
30 to 34 hours 

35 to 39 hours 1 
40 hours 4 
41 to 49 hours 

50+ hours 


1 to 34 hours 31.5 


5.3 
0.7 
5.5 
4.3 35 to 40 hours -27.9 
3.5 
3.2 41+ hours -3.6 
0.5 


NON-STUDENTS 15-24 57,000 51,000 35,000 33,000 


1 to 14 hours 

15 to 29 hours 

30 to 34 hours 

35 to 39 hours 1 
40 hours 5 
41 to 49 hours 

50+ hours 


1 to 34 hours 23.8 


4 

3 

1 

nil 35 to 40 hours 22212 
5 

6 41+ hours -1.5 
1 


EST EES ETES TG ESL TS ETE PESTE FOE SIN ENS LDR LTE TES LEE TREN DDO IML D SERRES PTE A DR NLL LLL ELEY NE POS PRES LEILA LIBEL IN LI EIRE EDDIE, TELE EAS LEI FIDL IIE EEE EL EISELE IG RSC ES PSE ELE EET EEE LATTE LET EIEN 
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Table 24 


Distribution of employed persons by hours usually worked per week at the main job, by class of worker, age and 


sex, Canada and provinces 


NEW BRUNSWICK 


TOTAL EMPLOYED 


1 to 14 hours 
15 to 29 hours 
30 to 34 hours 
35 to 39 hours 
40 hours 

41 to 49 hours 
50+ hours 


EMPLOYEES 25+, MAIN JOB 


1 to 14 hours 
15 to 29 hours 
30 to 34 hours 
35 to 39 hours 
40 hours 

41 to 49 hours 
50+ hours 


SELF-EMPLOYED, MAIN JOB 


1 to 14 hours 
15 to 29 hours 
30 to 34 hours 
35 to 39 hours 
40 hours 

41 to 49 hours 
50+ hours 


TOTAL YOUTHS 15-24 


1 to 14 hours 
15 to 29 hours 
30 to 34 hours 
35 to 39 hours 
40 hours 

41 to 49 hours 
50+ hours 


NON-STUDENTS 15-24 


1 to 14 hours 
15 to 29 hours 
30 to 34 hours 
35 to 39 hours 
40 hours 

41 to 49 hours 
50+ hours 


1976 


1985 


1995 


Difference 
1976 to 1995 


Difference 


1976: to 1995 


1 to 34 hours 
35 to 40 hours 


41+ hours 


1 to 34 hours 
35 to 40 hours 


41+ hours 


1 to 34 hours 
35 to 40 hours 


41+ hours 


1 to 34 hours 
35 to 40 hours 


41+ hours 


1 to 34 hours 
35 to 40 hours 


41+ hours 


-24.5 


RSLS ER QU SSL CE QT AT RE IT RT GS EC OIE DL EE SELES EE LIL OE LOT LEAL, LE LAS, SEE ENTE CIE TEED LOTT TES SI EEL EES IELTS LITRE AS ER LTT 
Statistics Canada - Catalogue no. 71-005-XPB 


Labour Force Update / 53 


Appendix 


Table 25 
Distribution of employed persons by hours usually worked per week at the main job, by class of worker, age and 


sex, Canada and provinces 


Difference Difference 
1976 1985 1995 1976 to 1995 1976 to 1995 


QUEBEC 
TOTAL EMPLOYED 2,554,000 2,879,000 3,204,000 


1 to 14 hours 

15 to 29 hours 

30 to 34 hours 

35 to 39 hours 2 
40 hours 4 
41 to 49 hours 

50+ hours 


1 to 34 hours 9.8 


4 

7 

7. 

1 35 to 40 hours -8.7 
9 

2 41+ hours -1.1 
1 


EMPLOYEES 25+, MAIN JOB 1,663,000 1,955,000 2,306,000 


1 to 14 hours 1 
15 to 29 hours 4 1 to 34 hours 7.0 
30 to 34 hours 5 
35 to 39 hours 26. 
40 hours 46 
41 to 49 hours 8 

6 


50+ hours 


1 

9 

0 

9 35 to 40 hours -5.3 
3 

7 41+ hours -1.6 
1 


SELF-EMPLOYED, MAIN JOB 263,000 374,000 473,000 


1 to 14 hours 6 
15 to 29 hours 7 1 to 34 hours 6.7 
30 to 34 hours 5 
35 to 39 hours Sie 
40 hours 23 
41 to 49 hours 9 

3 


50+ hours 43. 


9 

6 

2 

.3 35 to 40 hours 2.3 
0 

9 41+ hours -9.0 
1 


TOTAL YOUTHS 15-24 625,000 562,000 


> 
i) 
~ 
© 
© 
Oo 


1 to 14 hours 
15 to 29 hours 
30 to 34 hours 
35 to 39 hours 
40 hours 

41 to 49 hours 
50+ hours 


NN 
EN 


D — 
S & © D 1 BR 


1 to 34 hours 34.8 


41+ hours -5.3 


n po pb © Lo 
' 


0 
5 
33 
8 35 to 40 hours -29.5 
7 
6 
7 


N 
LoS) 
~ 
© 
i=) 
i=) 


NON-STUDENTS 15-24 517,000 403,000 : 
ct) 

1 to 14 hours 

15 to 29 hours 

30 to 34 hours 

35 to 39 hours 2 

40 hours 4 

41 to 49 hours 1 

50+ hours 


1 to 34 hours 17.8 


35 to 40 hours -15.6 


QD it — — 
HA I © D © © BR 


41+ hours -2.1 


Ow he BR ND 
' 

ei QG -] 0 kh Sw 

SDS À © © © 


PETER ARE EE AE SALE IS PERS TE LETT SD ETS BTS EL SETS BT IE SEE LLL 2 CEPT SAS EE IEE TE CAEN TRE PESTE RINT TELE TEINTE PALE ESE PERTE SLES EE EITC LET EST APTE RCIP TER AE RS TO PP EPS PT EE EEE TE IETS 
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Table 26 
Distribution of employed persons by hours usually worked per week at the main job, by class of worker, age and 
sex, Canada and provinces 


Difference Difference 
1976 1985 1995 1976 to 1995 1976 to 1995 
ONTARIO 
TOTAL EMPLOYED 3,745,000 4,608,000 5,231,000 
% 
1 to 14 hours 555 6.6 6.8 1.3 
15 to 29 hours 7.9 1072 1427 3.8 1 to 34 hours He? 
30 to 34 hours 2.9 3.8 5.0 2.1 
35 to 39 hours 18.7 18.0 16.4 -2.4 35 to 40 hours -11.1 
40 hours 48.5 43.3 39.7 -8.8 
41 to 49 hours Te 3 Tal de 0.2 41+ hours 3.9 
50+ hours 9.2 10.9 13.0 3.8 
EMPLOYEES 25+, MAIN JOB 2,489,000 3,075,000 3,756,000 
% 
1 to 14 hours 227 3.1 3.0 0.4 
15 to 29 hours 6.5 8.1 9.0 2.4 1 to 34 hours 4.4 
30 to 34 hours 2.6 323 4.2 1.6 
35 to 39 hours 20.9 21.9 19.9 -1.0 35 to 40 hours -9.0 
40 hours 53.6 48.6 45.6 -8.0 
41 to 49 hours T2 783 8.2 1.0 41+ hours 4.5 
50+ hours 6.6 TEs 10.1 3.5 
SELF-EMPLOYED, MAIN JOB 386,000 570,000 735,000 
% 
1 to 14 hours 8.4 11.4 9.6 2 
15 to 29 hours 8.1 9.9 11.1 3.0 1 to 34 hours 6.6 
30 to 34 hours Set Se 7. 7.6 2.4 
35 to 39 hours 4.2 4.3 sel 1.0 35 to 40 hours -0.2 
40 hours 23.9 22/1 22-7 -1.2 
41 to 49 hours 10.9 7.8 6.4 -4,5 41+ hours -6.4 
50+ hours 39.3 38.8 37.4 -1.9 
TOTAL YOUTHS 15-24 865,000 957,000 734,000 
% 
1 to 14 hours 16.3 20.3 28.1 11.8 
15 to 29 hours 11:7 1783 26.1 14.4 1 to 34 hours 29.2 
30 to 34 hours 26 LUN 5.6 3.1 
35 to 39 hours 1787 12.3 8.6 -9.1 35 to 40 hours -27.4 
40 hours 4252 36.3 24.0 -18.2 
41 to 49 hours 5.8 50 4.2 -1.6 41+ hours -1.8 
50+ hours 3.6 4.2 3.4 -0.2 
NON-STUDENTS 15-24 614,000 631,000 378,000 
% 
1 to 14 hours 1.6 2.6 4.6 3.0 
15 to 29 hours 4.6 9.1 1IS22 10.6 1 to 34 hours 18.9 
30 to 34 hours 2.9 4.7 8.3 5.4 : 
35 to 39 hours 2927 16.9 14.8 -7.9 35 to 40 hours -20.2 
40 hours 5527 5225 43.3 -12.3 
41 to 49 hours a) 8.4 BT 0.0 41+ hours 1.3 
50+ hours 4.8 5.9 6.1 1.3 


ANTS LTS CP AP ITE EA ETI VLA Oe AS LDL SF IE AG FINE CET BLD SBA FLT Ds PC SE TB Bs ETAT STE EEE VIE BNE DEPRES IE RE DAI TATE DIE DG EE, Tt EE BESS EEA CONTRER, 
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Table 27 
Distribution of employed persons by hours usually worked per week at the main job, by class of worker, age and 


sex, Canada and provinces 


Difference Difference 
1976 1985 1995 1976 to 1995 1976 to 1995 


MANITOBA 
TOTAL EMPLOYED 435,000 491,000 521,000 


1 to 14 hours 
15 to 29 hours 
30 to 34 hours 
35 to 39 hours 1 
40 hours 46. 
41 to 49 hours 

50+ hours 1 


1 to 34 hours 9.4 


9 

5 

.9 | 
.6 35 to 40 hours -8.8 
3 

4 41+ hours -0.6 
9 


EMPLOYEES 25+, MAIN JOB 263,000 302,000 347,000 


1 to 14 hours 527 4.5 
15 to 29 hours 7.6 OR 1 to 34 hours 572 
30 to 34 hours 3.0 4.0 
35 to 39 hours 20.0 2 107 
40 hours a9 48.4 
41 to 49 hours DAS 4.8 

8.2 13 


50+ hours 


2 
8 
.3 
.0 35 to 40 hours -5.0 
0 
2 41+ hours -0.2 
0 


SELF-EMPLOYED, MAIN JOB 64,000 85,000 90,000 


1 to 14 hours 8.5 
15 to 29 hours 8.3 1 to 34 hours 10.1 
30 to 34 hours Sul 
35 to 39 hours 3.8 
40 hours 208 
41 to 49 hours 8.2 

53 


50+ hours 4 


7 
6 
9 
.4 35 to 40 hours -2.3 
9 
9 41+ hours -7.8 
9 


TOTAL YOUTHS 15-24 111,000 108,000 87,000 


1 to 14 hours 1 
15 to 29 hours 1 
30 to 34 hours 

35 to 39 hours 1 
40 hours 4 
41 to 49 hours 

50+ hours 


1 to 34 hours 30.3 


4 
6 
3 
.8 35 to 40 hours -26.6 
8 
1 41+ hours -3.7 
6 


NON-STUDENTS 15-24 85,000 78,000 52,000 


1 to 14 hours 1 
15 to 29 hours 3 1 to 34 hours 232 
30 to 34 hours 3 
35 to 39 hours DT 
40 hours 55 
41 to 49 hours 5 

9 


50+ hours 


9 
7/ 
7 
#7 35 to 40 hours -21.5 
9 
9 41+ hours -1.7 
2 


EL SSS EE BER TSE TIT IR ISIE BENET LOT LEE LE AL ELIT LETS EES IE ET AE EE MEE TTL LD EERE NE TE EEDA DY TIS LANE DEE EE LITE LL IY SLE OP NEL BERET IT NE ETRE EIS RL TEN TEE EE ISLET RET SE LIE SE EIT TIT EI) 
56 / Labour Force Update ‘Statistics Canada - Catalogue no. 71-005-XPB 


Appendix 


Table 28 
Distribution of employed persons by hours usually worked per week at the main job, by class of worker, age and 


sex, Canada and provinces 


Difference 
1976 to 1995 


Difference 
1976 1985 1995 1976 to 1995 


SASKATCHEWAN 


TOTAL EMPLOYED 385,000 459,000 460,000 


1 to 14 hours 
15 to 29 hours 
30 to 34 hours 
35 to 39 hours 
40 hours 

41 to 49 hours 
50+ hours 


EMPLOYEES 25+, MAIN JOB 


1 to 14 hours 
15 to 29 hours 
30 to 34 hours 
35 to 39 hours 
40 hours 

41 to 49 hours 
50+ hours 


SELF-EMPLOYED, MAIN JOB 


1 to 14 hours 
15 to 29 hours 
30 to 34 hours 
35 to 39 hours 
40 hours 

41 to 49 hours 
50+ hours 


TOTAL YOUTHS 15-24 


1 to 14 hours 
15 to 29 hours 
30 to 34 hours 
35 to 39 hours 
40 hours 

41 to 49 hours 
50+ hours 


NON-STUDENTS 15-24 


1 to 14 hours 
15 to 29 hours 
30 to 34 hours 
35 to 39 hours 
40 hours 

41 to 49 hours 
50+ hours 


1 to 34 hours 
35 to 40 hours 


41+ hours 


1 to 34 hours 
35 to 40 hours 


41+ hours 


1 to 34 hours 
35 to 40 hours 


41+ hours 


1 to 34 hours 
35 to 40 hours 


41+ hours 


1 to 34 hours 


35 to 40 hours 


41+ hours 


9:2 


-6.6 


-2.5 


TE 


-9.9 


2.8 


9.6 


1.5 


-11.1 


23.9 


-22.6 


-1.3 


177 


-18.7 


1.0 
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Table 29 
Distribution of employed persons by hours usually worked per week at the main job, by class of worker, age and 


sex, Canada and provinces 


Difference Difference 
1976 1985 1995 1976 to 1995 1976 to 1995 


ALBERTA 


TOTAL EMPLOYED 859,000 1,170,000 1,373,000 
% 

1 to 14 hours 

15 to 29 hours 

30 to 34 hours 

35 to 39 hours 1 
40 hours 4 
41 to 49 hours 

50+ hours l 


1 to 34 hours ez 


0 
5 
.8 
.9 35 to 40 hours -9.0 
0 
1 41+ hours 1.8 
9 


EMPLOYEES 25+, MAIN JOB 468,000 727,000 877,000 


1 to 14 hours 

15 to 29 hours 

30 to 34 hours 

35 to 39 hours 1 
40 hours 5 
41 to 49 hours 

50+ hours 


1 to 34 hours 4.7 


1 

3 

5 

1 35 to 40 hours -9.3 
1 

5 41+ hours 4.5 
0 


SELF-EMPLOYED, MAIN JOB 162,000 193,000 283,000 


1 to 14 hours 9 
15 to 29 hours 8 1 to 34 hours 7.1 
30 to 34 hours 5 
35 to 39 hours 3. 
40 hours 18 
41 to 49 hours 8 

6 


50+ hours 4 


1 
7 
ad 
4 35 to 40 hours Sel 
5 
6 41+ hours -10.2 
5 


TOTAL YOUTHS 15-24 244,000 254,000 220,000 


1 to 14 hours 1 
15 to 29 hours 1 
30 to 34 hours 

35 to 39 hours 1 
40 hours 4 
41 to 49 hours 

50+ hours 


1 to 34 hours 22.9 


2 

1 

6 

.8 35 to 40 hours -20.8 
0 

3 41+ hours -2.1 
8 


NON-STUDENTS 15-24 178,000 188,000 138,000 
0 


1 to 14 hours 1 
15 to 29 hours 3 1 to 34 hours 19.7 
30 to 34 hours 2 
35 to 39 hours 20 
40 hours 52 
41 to 49 hours 8 

0 


50+ hours 10. 


6 
4 
.6 
.4 35 to 40 hours -19.7 
.3 
8 41+ hours 0.0 
8 


PB ARE PRES EE DEEE BI TE SUEDE EAN DS RER PE SE CRE NEES LITE POP TEE SSI PSE RQ PRE PE ES ME EEE SEUL RENTS FE TEST LIEBE ES EBLE ITE DERE AR SRE ITE, IEE IT EEE OR UE TR EU TE ED, 
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Table 30 


Distribution of employed persons by hours usually worked per week at the main job, by class of worker, age and 


sex, Canada and provinces 


BRITISH COLUMBIA 


TOTAL EMPLOYED 


1 to 14 hours 
15 to 29 hours 
30 to 34 hours 
35 to 39 hours 
40 hours 

41 to 49 hours 
50+ hours 


EMPLOYEES 25+, MAIN JOB 


1 to 14 hours 
15 to 29 hours 
30 to 34 hours 
35 to 39 hours 
40 hours 

41 to 49 hours 
50+ hours 


SELF-EMPLOYED, MAIN JOB 


1 to 14 hours 
15 to 29 hours 
30 to 34 hours 
35 to 39 hours 
40 hours 

41 to 49 hours 
50+ hours 


TOTAL YOUTHS 15-24 


1 to 14 hours 
15 to 29 hours 
30 to 34 hours 
35 to 39 hours 
40 hours 

41 to 49 hours 
50+ hours 


NON-STUDENTS 15-24 


1 to 14 hours 
15 to 29 hours 
30 to 34 hours 
35 to 39 hours 
40 hours 

41 to 49 hours 
50+ hours 


1976 


1,066,000 


1985 


1,297,000 


1995 


1,762,000 


Difference 
1976 to 1995 


Difference 


1976 to 1995 


1 to 34 hours 
35 to 40 hours 


41+ hours 


1 to 34 hours 
35 to 40 hours 


41+ hours 


1 to 34 hours 
35 to 40 hours 


41+ hours 


1 to 34 hours 


35 to 40 hours 


41+ hours 


1 to 34 hours 
35 to 40 hours 


41+ hours 
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Table 31 
Estimates and average hours usually worked by multiple job holders by age, sex and industry sector, Canada and 


provinces, annual averages 1996 


New- Prince New British 
found- Edward Nova  Bruns- Mani- Saskat- Colum- 
Canada land Island Scotia wick Québec Ontario toba chewan Alberta bia 

000 
Total 699.3 5.0 3.3 18.7 12.0 107.2 258.3 40.0 41.7 109.9 103.3 
Persons aged 15 to 24 138.6 122 0.7 4.2 275 25.4 5272 8.9 7.2 18.0 18.5 
Persons aged 25 to 54 516.8 3.7 2.4 13.6 9.0 Tipe 188.5 28.7 312 84.9 - 77.7 
Men aged 25 to 54 259.2 272 1.4 seal 4.3 40.6 92.6 14.6 16.4 42.0 38.0 
Women aged 25 to 54 2516 155 1.0 6.5 4.7 36.6 9559 14.2 14.7 42.9 39.6 
Persons aged 55 and over 43.9 0.1 0.2 110 OFS 4.6 17.6 2.4 3.4 6.9 Lea 
Goods producing 137.9 0.7 07 2.6 1.9 18.1 S057 8.5 ies 26.5 16.8 
Persons aged 15 to 24 18.6 0.1 Onl 0.4 0.2 3.0 Ves 102 1:3 2.6 Zeal 
Persons aged 25 to 54 107.2 0.5 es) 2.0 1.6 14.1 3973 6.6 8.5 DAT 12.4 
Men aged 25 to 54 77.8 0.4 0.5 175 12 10.7 28.4 4.7 6.1 15.8 8.5 
Women aged 25 to 54 29.4 0.1 0.1 0.5 0.4 35 10.9 1.9 2.4 5.8 3.9 
Persons aged 55 and over 1220 0.1 0.2 0.1 0.9 329 0.7 1.6 223 22 
Service producing 561.5 4.3 2.6 16.1 LOL 89.1 207.6 31.6 30.3 83.4 86.5 
Persons aged 15 to 24 120.0 1.0 0.6 3.8 213 2203 44.7 TT 5.8 15.4 16.4 
Persons aged 25 to 54 409.6 a2 129 eS 7.4 63.0 149.2 2222, 22.6 63.3 65.3 
Men aged 25 to 54 181.4 ihe 0.9 5.6 3.0 29.9 64.2 9.9 10.3 2672 29.6 
Women aged 25 to 54 2282 1.4 0.9 6.0 4.4 3331 85.0 12.3 1255 SA 391 
Persons aged 55 and over 31.9 0.1 0.1 0.8 0.4 3.8 13.8 1e 1.8 4.7 4.9 
Total 46.2 48.3 51.9 46.9 47.3 44.2 45.0 47.0 50.0 49.6 45.3 
Persons aged 15 to 24 38.5 69%9 42.0 Spo 40.5 37.0 SEG 41.3 42.1 41.6 38.5 
Persons aged 25 to 54 48.2 50.7 54.4 49.5 49.0 46.3 47.2 48.9 Sey, Set 47.0 
Men aged 25 to 54 54.7 56.5 61.3 54.8 SSP 5271 5375 56.3 60.0 58.8 52.4 
Women aged 25 to 54 41.7 42.3 44.7 43.8 43.0 39.9 41.1 41.2 42.5 43.5 41.8 
Persons aged 55 and over 47.3 54.5 54.8 50.5 49.9 47.2 45.6 45.4 S 07 S275 44.7 
Goods producing 54.5 59.4 6225 54.4 Sue 529 53.4 54.9 58.7 57.6 50.9 
Persons aged 15 to 24 47.2 39.5 53.7 45.1 46.8 41.7 46.5 0 50.8 SES 48.7 
Persons aged 25 to 54 55.8 65.6 64.9 56.6 SIAÛ 55.6 54.6 55.8 60.1 58.4 S'1F7 
Men aged 25 to 54 59:9 67.5 67.1 62.1 60.1 58.4 58.8 60.0 65.3 62.9 54.6 
Women aged 25 to 54 45.1 54.3 48.3 41.3 47.1 46.8 43.6 45.3 47.1 46.1 45.4 
Persons aged 55 and over SO) es OUEN] 50.5 50.4 47.9 54.5 54.1 DEO 57.6 48.2 
Service producing 44.2 46.4 48.9 45.7 45.7 42.4 43.0 44.9 46.7 47.1 44.3 
Persons aged 15 to 24 37.1 39.9 40.1 36.8 40.0 36.4 35.4 39.8 40.1 40.0 3702 
Persons aged 25 to 54 46.2 48.3 51.4 48.3 47.2 44.3 45.3 46.8 48.6 48.6 46.1 
Men aged 25 to 54 525 5327 58.3 52.8 53.9 49.9 Diez 54.6 56.9 56.4 51.8 
Women aged 25 to 54 41.2 41.7 44.4 44.0 42.7 39.2 40.8 40.6 41.6 43.2 41.4 


Persons aged 55 and over 44.9 58.1 52.4 50.5 49.8 47.0 43.1 41.9 44.7 49.7 43.0 
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Appendix: Non-LFS sources of hours data 


Survey of Labour and Income Dynamics 
(SLID) 


SLID is a longitudinal household survey conducted by 
Statistics Canada. It is designed to capture changes in 
the economic well-being of individuals and families over 
time and the determinants of their well-being. Individuals 
originally selected for the survey are interviewed once or 
twice per year for six years to collect information about 
their labour market experiences, income and family 
circumstances.The first reference year of the survey was 
1993. 


SLID has several variables that summarize the total vol- 
ume of work done at all jobs that year, based on the 
detailed information collected on a job-by-job basis. The 
following are examples: 


Number of jobs held in each week of the year 
Number of jobs held in the year 

Months in which some work was done 

Total (usual) hours at all jobs 

Months worked at the job 

Average weekly hours by month 

Type of work schedule 


For further information about SLID, contact Alison Hale 
613-951-3257, e-mail: hale@statcan.ca 
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The Survey of Employment, Payrolls and 
Hours (SEPH) 


SEPH collects information from businesses to provide 
monthly estimates of payroll employees, average weekly 
and hourly earnings and average weekly hours for 
Canada, the provinces and territories at detailed industry 
levels. Data on average weekly hours paid, both includ- 
ing and excluding overtime, are available for employees 
paid by the hour and average standard hours of work are 
available for salaried employees. Average hours are cal- 
culated by taking the total hours worked and dividing by 
the number of employees. 


For more information, contact the Labour division at 
613-951-4090, e-mail: labour@statcan.ca 


The Census of Population 


Conducted every five years since 1971, the Census col- 
lects labour market information from a one in five sample 
of the entire population. Included is information on actual 
hours worked at all jobs held in the week prior to Census 
Day. 


For more information, contact Ron Logan at 951-6909, 
e-mail: loganron@statcan.ca. 
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Data in many forms 


Statistics Canada disseminates data in a variety of forms. In addition to publications, both standard and special tabulations 
are offered. Data are available on the Internet, compact disc, diskette, computer printouts, microfiche and microfilm, 
and magnetic tape. Maps and other geographic reference materials are available for some types of data. Direct online 
access to aggregated information is possible through CANSIM, Statistics Canada’s machine-readable database and 
retrieval system. 


How to obtain more information 


Inquiries about this publication and related statistics or services should be directed to: Nathalie Caron, Labour Force 
Survey, Statistics Canada, Ottawa, Ontario, K1A OT6 (telephone: (613) 951-4168) or to the Statistics Canada Regional 
Reference Centre in: 
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Labour force update on self-employment: 


Highlights and contents 


Highlights 


So far this decade, there has been extraordinary growth in 
the number of Canadians who are self-employed. Be- 
tween 1989 and 1996, the self-employed accounted for 
over three quarters of total job growth. While the number 
who were business owners in their main job grew 460,000 
(+25%) to 2.3 million, the number of employees increased 
only 133,000 (+1%). As a result, the self-employed now 
make-up about 17% of all workers, up from 14% in 1989. 


There are a number of interesting aspects to this 
trend. In contrast to the 1980’s, the majority of the in- 
crease in self-employment this decade has been among 
business owners without employees. As a result, about 
38 of every 100 business owners had employees in 1996, 
down from 45 seven years earlier. 


By industry, much of this decade’s self-employment 
growth has come from services to business (eg. compu- 
ter , accounting, advertising, engineering and manage- 
ment consulting services). The impact of this industry, 
like some others, has been two-fold. Workers in business 
services tend more to self-employment than in other in- 
dustries, a tendency that strengthened over the 1990’s. 
Meanwhile, employment in this industry grew rapidly. 


Overall, about 90% of the recent growth in the self-em- 
ployment rate was due to a shift to greater business own- 
ership within industries. The other 10% was the result of 
a shift in jobs to industries where self-employment has 
been traditionally common. The agriculture, personal & 
household services, construction and business services 
industries had the highest rates of self-employment in 
1996. 


What about the quality of these jobs? Only about 
12% of the self-employed were clearly “pushed” into 
business ownership because there was no other work 
available. Rather, it appears that most were drawn by its 
many positive aspects, including added independence, 
the opportunity to run the family business or because 
they believed they could make more money. In 1995, on 
average, the self-employed made almost the same amount 
as employees but their earnings were more polarized. 
That is, business owners were more likely to make either 
small or large amounts of money. 


In the 1990’s, the average earnings of the self-em- 
ployed fell in relation to the average earnings of employ- 
ees. There are a number of factors contributing to this 
trend. About one-quarter of the drop was due to the 
changing pattern of self-employment occupations. For 
example, compared to 1989, the self-employed were less 
likely to be working as managers in 1996 while a greater 
percentage worked in lower-paying service and artistic 
occupations. As well, the average work-week fell more 
strongly for the self-employed than it did for employees. 


Contents 


Calling upon a rich assortment of data from the monthly 
Labour Force Survey, the annual Survey of Consumer Fi- 
nances, and the 1995 Survey of Work Arrangements, this 
issue of Labour Force Update provides current and his- 
torical information on the characteristics of the self-em- 
ployed, the nature of their businesses, and the extent to 
which these activities “pay off’ in terms of earned in- 
come. 


e Defining self-employment 

e Introduction: Major trends 

e Characteristics of the self-employed 
gender 

age 

education 

family characteristics 


self-employment as a second job 
e Provincial variations 


e Characteristics of the business 
e occupation and industry 
@ Job quality 
© earnings 
e hours of work 
e becoming self-employed: push or pull? 
e the self-employed as employers 


e Definitions, data sources and survey methodology 


e Statistical Appendix. 
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Defining self-employment 


PASSES to the Organisation for Economic Co-opera- 
tion Development (OECD) (1992), the self-employed 
are distinguished from paid workers, at least theoretically, 
by factors such as risk and control. That is, their remu- 
neration 1s directly and immediately tied to the financial 
well-being of their businesses and they may have the ad- 
ditional risk of capital investment. They also have greater 
responsibility for and control over the terms and content 
of their work. 


In practice, the distinction between self-employment 
and employee status coincides with rules set out by gov- 
ernment bodies such as Revenue Canada and Human Re- 
sources Development Canada regarding income tax 
liability, eligibility for regular employment insurance ben- 
efits, and applicability of labour legislation. Those who 
are hired by an employer and paid a wage or salary, do 
not own their own business, have EI premiums and in- 
come tax deducted at source, and are subject to labour 
legislation regarding such things as holiday pay and 
other benefits, are clearly “employees”, regardless of 
whether their work contract is on an indeterminate basis 
or for a set period of time, specific project or “as needed”. 


The residual category — those who own their own 
business, or work without pay in a family business (these 
workers account for less than 1% of all employment) are 
clearly not employees in the sense defined above and are 
reasonably defined as self-employed on that basis as well 
as the risk and control factors outlined by the OECD. 
This is the rationale that underlies the definition of em- 
ployees (paid workers) and the self-employed currently in 
use by the LFS and throughout this publication. 
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It should be noted, however, that a case can be made 
for including those self-employed who are incorporated in 
the paid worker category, and many other countries follow 
this practice when reporting employment by class of 
worker. While the self-employed with incorporated busi- 
nesses clearly share the risk and control factors associ- 
ated with business ownership, and to date in Canada are 
not eligible for employment insurance coverage, their re- 
muneration tends to come from both wages and profits. 
Since all wages and salaries are considered labour income 
in the national accounts, and are subject to personal in- 
come tax, it has historically been common practice to in- 
clude both the self-employed with incorporated 
businesses and employees in counts of “paid workers”. 
The residual category of self-employment, then, refers 
only to those self-employed who are unincorporated, 
whether or not they are employers or work alone (own ac- 
count). Since this practice is followed by a number of 
countries, including the US, care should be taken when 
making international comparisons of employment by class 
of worker. 


While the LFS has adopted the broader definition of 
self-employment which includes incorporated owners, it 
collects sufficient detail to support either classification, 
according to the interests and concerns of users. The im- 
pact of including or excluding owner-operators of incor- 
porated businesses is outlined below, using annual 
average estimates for 1996. 
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Employment by Class of Worker, 1996 Annual Averages 


Class of Worker 
(as used by Canadian LFS) 


Total employment 
13,676,200 
100% 


Employees 
11,409,600 
83.4% 


Public employees _ 
2,098,400 
15.3% 


Private employees 
9,311,100 
68.1% 


Self-employed 
2,266,600 
16.6% 


Employers, 
incorporated 
515,900 

3.8% 


Own account, 
incorporated 
199,900 

1.5% 


Employers, 
unincorporated 
336,200 

2.5% 


Own account, 
unincorporated 
1,156,800 

8.5% 


Working in family 
business without pay 
57,700 

0.4% 
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Class of Worker 

(for National Accounts purposes and in use in 
countries such as the US, Australia, UK, 
France and Germany) 


Total employment 
13,676,200 


100% 


Paid workers 


12,125,400 
88.7% 


Public employees 
2,098,400 
15.3% 


Private employees 
9,311,100 
68.1% 


Self employed employers and 
own account, incorporated 
715,800 

5.3% 


Self-employed 
1,493,000 
10.9% 


Employers, 
unincorporated 
336,200 

2.5% 


Own account, 
unincorporated 
1,156,800 

8.5% 


Working in family 
business without pay 
57,700 

0.4% 
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Introduction: Major trends 


ore than three quarters of the job growth since 1989 

has been in self-employment. The self-employed 
now account for over 17% of all workers, up from 12% 
twenty years ago. This extraordinary performance, in con- 
trast to rather anaemic growth in paid work so far during 
the 1990s, has sparked questions about the nature and 
quality of these “jobs” and the forces driving their 
growth.! 


Some of the factors setting the stage for the expansion 
of self-employment include structural changes in the 
economy such as the continued shift to services and the 


1 Using data from the Labour Force Survey, a recent 
publication from the Applied Research Branch at HRDC also 
provides analysis on the major trends and industrial and 
occupational composition of self-employment. See Gauthier, J. 
and Roy, R. (1997) “Diverging Trends in Self-employment in 
Canada”, Applied Research Branch, Strategic Policy, Human 
Resources Development Canada, Catalogue no. R-97-13E. 


increased use of contracting out to limit risk and perhaps 
gain efficiencies; and technological advances which may 
provide both business opportunities and viable working 
environments for small businesses. 


Growth in self-employment is far from new. In the 
eighties year over year increases averaged 2.4%, slightly 
higher than the average growth rate of 1.9% for paid em- 
ployment. But the pace of growth has picked up in the 
nineties — with annual increases averaging 3.3%, greatly 
overshadowing the much smaller average increase of 
0.2% in paid employment. So far, 1997 appears to be well 
in line with the strong upward trend. Compared with the 
first eight months of 1996, average paid employment for 
January to August 1997 edged down -0.4%, while self-em- 
ployment surged ahead by 11.5%. 


Chart 1 
Growth in self-employment has more than 
doubled since the mid-70s, far outpacing 

growth in the number of paid employees 


Index 1976 = 100 


Self-employed 


Employees 


1992 - 
1994 
1996 - 


Source: Labour Force Survey 


By 1997, one in six workers was self-employed 
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Introduction: Major trends 


Chart 2 
Percent annual growth in self-employment and employees 
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Source: Labour Force Survey 
Note: 1997 refers to % change in average employment for the first eight months of 1997 compared with 1996 
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Chart 3 


There is an important difference in the nature of self-em- lidex de DR ccowsliby clase of worker 


ployment growth in the eighties and so far in the nineties. 
Between 1980 and 1989, 66% of the growth in self-em- AT ne ea i a ie 


ployment has been among business owners with paid 1976 = 100 
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contributed to the strong growth in paid employment dur- AL 

ing the expansion years of the 1980s. In sharp contrast, Self-employed - 

employers account for very little of the net growth in self- 170 Employers 

employment between 1989 and 1996 — only about 10%. 160 


Nine-tenths of the growth in self-employment in the 1990s 
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Characteristics of the self-employed 


Gender 


Self-employment is more prevalent among men than 
women. In 1996, one in five employed men owned and op- 
erated their own business, compared with one in eight 
employed women. However, for both sexes, the likelihood 
of being self-employed has grown considerably over the 
last twenty years, and the rate of growth has been 
stronger for women. 


@ For men, the upward trend accelerated during the re- 
cessions of the early eighties and nineties. For women, 
the nineties have been the period of most rapid 
growth. 


M Year-to-year increases in self-employment were rela- 
tively greater for women, especially in the 1990s. Be- 
cause of this, men made up 66% of the self-employed 
in 1996, down from 74% in 1976. 


Industry mix different for men and women 
business owners 


Although the majority of self-employed men and 
women worked in the service sector in 1996, four in ten 
businesses operated by men were in the goods sector, 
while this was the case for only two in ten self-employed 
women. This mostly reflects the greater concentration of 


Table 1 
Self-employment by industry for men and women, 1996 
annual averages 


Men Women 
Share of Incidence Share of Incidence 
self-em- of self-em- self-em- of self-em- 
ployment ployment ployment ployment 
% 
Total 100.0 19.9 100.0 12-5 
Goods-producing 38.7 20.6 18.4 16.3 
Service-producing 61.3 1925 81.6 PS 
Agriculture 14.4 70.3 11.6 60.9 
Other Primary 2.8 1722 0.6 1271 
Manufacturing S25 525 Bio Sell 
Construction 1529 36.4 Days: 2578 
TCOU 56 de? 1.8 a0) 
Trade 19.1 21:6 17.8 1925 
FIRE 5.4 2573 42 6.8 
Service Sieg 23.8 57.9 1451 
Business services 13.6 39.0 11.8 23.0 
Educational 
services 0 PRP! 236 325 
Health & Social 
services Saf Len? 9.0 6.3 
Accommodation 
& food services 3.9 15.4 5.4 Seul 
Other services 9.6 355 29.0 3905 
Public administration 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 


Chart 4 
Self-employment as % of total 
employment climbing for both sexes 
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Characteristics of the self-employed 


men in the construction industry, since similar propor- 
tions of self-employed men (14%) and women (12%) 
worked in agriculture. 


@ Within services, trade and the finance, insurance and 
real estate sector accounted for roughly the same pro- 
portions of self-employed men and women, while a 
greater share of self-employed women worked in 
“other services” (recreation, personal and household) 
and in health and social services. 


Although the industrial mix is quite different, in al- 
most all industries the incidence of self-employment 
was higher for men than women. The main exception 
was “other services” which includes activities such 
as baby sitting, housekeeping, laundries and clean- 
ers, barbershops and beauty parlours, and recreation. 


Men and women as employers 


Although the majority work on their own, self-employed 
men are more likely to be employers than are female busi- 
ness owners. In 1996, over four in ten self-employed men 
(44%) or 8.7% of all employed men were employers. In 
contrast, only a quarter of self-employed women (26%) or 
3.2% of all employed women had paid help. 


@ The proportion of self-employed men who had paid 
help was relatively stable during the eighties at about 


Chart 5 
Employers account for falling share of self-employment 
in the nineties among both men and women 
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50%. In the nineties, however, that proportion has 
fallen steadily, and was down to 44% by 1996. 


M In 1996 male employers outnumbered female employ- 
ers by only three to one, down sharply from almost 
five to one in 1976. 


M Historically women business owners have been much 
less likely to be employers than their male counter- 
parts. However, there was strong growth in this group 
throughout the eighties, bringing their share of self- 
employment among women to a peak of 30% in 1991. 
In subsequent years, growth was stronger among 
those without paid help, and by 1996 the employers 
accounted for only 26% of female business owners. 


Contribution of men and women to self- 
employment growth in the nineties 


Men and women contributed almost equally to the net 
gain of 458,000 in self-employment between 1989 and 
1996. This differs from the eighties, when 60% of the net 
growth of 347,000 came from men and only 40% from 
women. 


@ For both men and women, self-employment growth in 
the nineties has been dominated by those without 
paid help. Of the net gain in self-employment from 
1989 to 1996, only 3.2% came from self-employed men 
with paid help, and a further 6.9% from women with 
paid help. 


Table 2 
Contribution to self-employment growth in the nineties 
Total self- 
employment Employers Own account 
Thousands 

Net growth 1980 

to 1989 
Total 346.8 22708 119.0 
Men 209% 143.4 65.9 
Women Lies 84.4 592, 
Net growth 1989 

to 1996 
Total 457.5 46.1 411.4 
Men 240.3 14.7 225.6 
Women PNT Pe 31.4 185.8 

Percent 

Share of growth 

1980 to 1989 
Total 100.0 651 34.3 
Men 60.3 41.3 Ihe 
Women 397 24.3 IS 
Share of growth bs 

1989 to 1996 
Total 100.0 10.1 89.8 
Men 5255 Sh 49.3 
Women 47.5 6.9 40.5 
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Business services important source of net Growth in the number of male business owners has al- 
growth in self-employment in 1990s for both most been equally matched by 217,000 more women who 
men and women are self-employed. 


M@ While the same four service industries have been im- 
portant areas of growth for women as well as men, 
16% of their net growth has come from businesses in 
the health and social services sector, compared to only 


Since 1989, the number of self-employed men has grown 
by 240,000. Three quarters of this growth has been con- 
centrated in four service industries 


M For men, one-third of the increase was among those 5% for men. 
providing services to other businesses. Within this M For women, one fifth of the increase was among those 
ee ae in the services to business sector, with growth most 
services (up 22,000 to 35,000), and management con- d fees s ul 
Iting (up 19,000 to 32,000). pronounced among accountants and bookkeepers (up 
Sa hae 9,000 to 18,000), those in management consulting (up 
M A further 17% of the growth in self-employment for 9,000 to 15,000) and business women providing “other 
men was in “other services”, with gains most notable business services” (up 13,000 to 26,000). 
among those offering janitorial and window cleaning m A further 17% of the growth in self-employment for 


services (up 13,000 to 34,000). About 12% of the 
growth was among men running retail or wholesale 
establish sites and an acarional Di aac 37,000). There was a smaller increase in the number 
nesses in the financial, insurance and real estate sec- providing services to private households (up 5,000 to 
tor, primarily insurance and real estate agencies, which 107,000) ; 
increased by 17,000 to 55,000 over the period. ND 


women was in “other services”, with gains most nota- 
ble among those with beauty shops (up 11,000 to 


Chart 6 
Business services account for the largest share of net self-employment growth since 1989 
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Characteristics of the self-employed 


New businesses in wholesale and retail trade ac- 
counted for an additional 14% of the overall growth 
in women’s self-employment from 1989 to 1996. 


The contribution of gains in self-employment in the 
finance, insurance and real estate industries was 
smaller for women (8%) than men (11%), neverthe- 
less, the number of self-employed women in insur- 
ance and real estate agencies more than doubled to 
24,000. 


Unlike men, much of the growth in women’s self-em- 
ployment came from new businesses in health and 
social services (16%). Within this industry, growth 
was particularly strong among women offering day 
care and homemaking services (up 23,000 to 38,000). 


Age 

The self-employed tend to be older than paid employees. 

M In 1996, only 25% of the self-employed were under 
the age of 35, compared with 45% of employees. In 


contrast, those aged 55 or more accounted for 19% of 
the self-employed but only 8% of employees. 


The likelihood of being self-employed increases with 
age, probably because it takes time to build the expe- 
rience, resources, and skills associated with owning 
and operating a business, and because, at least for 
some, self-employment may be used as a transition 
out of the labour market to retirement. 

FRERE Te ESI a Ee Noe 


Chart 7 
The likelihood of self-employment is higher for older 
workers 
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M In 1996, 7% of all workers aged 15 to 24 were self- 
employed, compared with 28% of 55 to 64 year olds 
and 59% of those over 64 with jobs. 


M The pattern for men closely resembles the overall pat- 
tern, not surprisingly, since a large majority of the 
self-employed are men. In 1996, 7% of employed men 
aged 15 to 24 were self-employed, compared with 33% 
of those aged 55 to 64, and 65% of working men aged 
65 or more. 


@ The incidence of self-employment also rises with age 
for women, but the increase is not as great as for 
men. In 1996, 7% of employed women aged 15 to 24 
were self-employed, compared with 20% of those aged 
55 to 64 and 46% of working women aged 65 or more. 


® The high incidence of self-employment after the age 
of 64, notable for both sexes but particularly for men, 
primarily reflects the fact that most paid employees 
have retired by that age, while the self-employed are 
more likely to continue working. For example, in 1996 
43% of all 50 year olds were employed as paid work- 
ers, and an additional 16% were self-employed. In con- 
trast, only 8% of 65 year olds held a paid job, while 
9% were self-employed. While business start-ups by 
retirees could also add to the high incidence of self- 
employment among seniors, 9 out of ten self-employed 
in this age group had owned and operated their busi- 
nesses for at least five years. 


Chart 8 
The share of the population who are employees or 
self-employed converges by age 65 
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Source: Labour Force Survey, 1996 
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Trends by age and sex 


The self-employment rate has edged up by only a few 
percentage points for workers in most age groups. But for 
those aged 55 and over, the likelihood of being self-em- 
ployed has grown sharply, from 21% in 1976 to 32.7% in 
1996. 


M While the 55 and over group shows the most growth 
in self-employment rates of any age group for both 
men and women, the increase has been particularly 
strong among men, rising 15 percentage points to 38% 
over the last twenty years. 


M The pace of growth is accelerating for this age group. 
In the eighties, 16% of the growth in self-employment 
came from those aged 55 and over, in the nineties 
they contributed 18% of the net growth. 


The increasing incidence of self-employment among 
older workers could reflect a growing tendency to start a 
business after early retirement, but it also appears that the 
age of retirement has declined faster for paid workers than 
it has for the self-employed, leaving relatively more self- 
employed in the job market. 


Table 3 
Trends in incidence of self-employment among 
employed men and women by age 


Percentage 
point change 


1976 1989 1996 1976 to 1996 
% 
Total 
15-24 S25 5.4 fl 133 
25-34 977 10.4 11.9 DR 
35-44 PSS 15.8 17.6 Le 
45-54 Fis, 19.4 20.5 523 
SSP 2017 26.6 3244 12.0 
Males 
15-24 62 SR 6.9 07 
25-34 10.9 L225 1559 3:20 
35-44 LAS LOS 20.9 eal 
45-54 19.8 PES) PESTS ee. 
Spier 23,3 3e2 38.3 Bie) 
Females 
15-24 5.4 DES Tho? ES) 
25-34 15 1.6 9.6 DA 
35-44 10.6 10.9 13:6 30 
45-54 Nass 14.0 14.9 26 
SO 14.4 18.0 23.4 9.0 
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Education 


There is a greater incidence of self-employment among 
workers with both low and high education. 


M In 1996, the self-employment rate was above average 
for those with less than grade 11 (or equivalent) and 
holders of graduate degrees. Workers with a trade 
certificate or diploma are the exception to this 
U-shaped relationship, with a slightly above average 
likelihood of being self-employed. 


@ This polarization in qualifications coincides with the 
industrial and occupational variety of self-employment. 
Given tough labour market conditions for those with 
lesser education, it also seems likely that setting up 
in business may be an alternative to scarce opportu- 
nities for paid jobs. 


Between 1990 and 1996, the proportion of workers who 
were self-employed increased within each educational 
level. However, a look at the relative growth in both self- 
employment and paid work by educational status reveals 
the shifts that underlie this trend. 


M Both paid employment and self-employment increased 
over the nineties for those with post-secondary quali- 
fications. But the growth was proportionately greater 
for the self-employed. For those with more than grade 
10 but less than post-secondary, self-employment rose 
while paid employment was either unchanged or de- 
clined. Both self-employment and paid employment 
actually fell among those with less than grade 11, but 
the drop was relatively greater for paid workers. 


Chart 10 


The incidence of self-employment is greatest among workers with the lowest and highest education 
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Chart 11 


Percent increase in paid.and self-employment between 1990 and 1996 by education 
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In business together: self-employed spouses 


Since business owners tend to be older than the overall 
working population, the likelihood of living alone is fairly 
small for the self-employed. In 1996 about 75% of busi- 
ness owners lived with a spouse and many shared the 
risks and benefits of employment in the same business. 


M About one quarter of the self-employed had spouses 
who were also self-employed, while 15% had spouses 
who did not participate in the labour market, and 35% 
had spouses who were paid employees. 


There is frequent speculation that self-employment is 
more likely among couples than singles because a spouse 
with a steady paid income provides the economic insur- 
ance needed by the family to reduce the risks associated 
with business start-ups, cash-flow problems and busi- 
ness failure. While this may be a factor for a number of 
couples, it appears that many share the risks and benefits 
of working in the same business. 


Chart 12 
Percentage of self-employed by presence and 
employment status of spouse, 1996 
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Risks are shared when a couple are partners in the 
same business. Of all self-employed whose spouse 
was also self-employed in June 1996, at least 78% were 
partners in the same business.' In other words, at least 
one out of five business owners appeared to be in 
partnership with a spouse. | 


Table 4 
Self-employed by family characteristics, Canada 1996 
annual average 


thousands % 


Total self-employed 2,267 100.0 


Self-employed is member of couple 


heading an economic family 1,710 75.5 

Spouse not employed 340 15.0 

Spouse employed ISA 60.5 

Spouse is self-employed 576 25.4 

Spouse self-employed in 

same business* 448 19.8 

Spouse is paid employee 195 Sal 
Self-employed is head of economic 

family, no spouse present 365 16.1 
Self-employed is son, daughter or 

other relative in economic family 192 8.5 


Source: Labour Force Survey 
* As reported in June 1996. 


Self-employment as a second job 


Aside from those who are self-employed in their main 
job, there are many Canadians who also moonlight with a 
business “on the side”. In fact, the rate of self-employ- 
ment in the second job is over twice what it is in the main 
job. 


M In 1996, 38.5% of multiple job holders were self-em- 
ployed in their second job (compared to 17% of all 
workers in the main job). This amounted to 269,000 
people who operated their business for extra work. 


1 An analysis of the number of spouses who are both self- 
employed and share the same business name provides a 
conservative estimate of shared business risk. However, since 
business names may be spelled or ordered differently even 
when they refer to the same business, this analysis is likely to 
result in an underestimation of shared risk. 


Æ What were the moonlighters doing in their main job? 
About three-quarters (201,000) of those who had a 
second-job business were regular employees in 
their main job. The remaining quarter (68,000) ran two 
businesses. 


M Over 61,000 of those who were self-employed in their 
main job worked as employees of another company 
as a second job. 


Table 5 
Multiple job holders by class of worker in main an 
other job, 1996 


Class of worker in main job 


Self- 
Employee employed Total 
Class of |Employee 369,000 61,000 430,000 
worker in 
second job |Self-employed 201,000 68,000 269,000 
Total 570,000 130,000 699,000 


Source: Labour Force Survey 


Over time, the number of people who work their own 
business as a second job has increased. However, the 
number of moonlighters who are employees in their sec- 
ond job has also increased. 


MH Between 1976 and 1996, the number of self-employed 
in their second job has increased seven-fold. 


M Since the early 1980’s, the percentage of all moon- 
lighters who were self-employed in their second job 
has remained fairly constant. Prior to this period, the 
incidence of self-employment among second jobs dou- 
bled. 


@ During the 1990’s, women accounted for about three- 
quarters of the increase in self-employment as a sec- 
ond job. Twenty years ago, hardly any women were 
self-employed in a second job but by 1996, their ranks 
had grown to over 100,000 
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Chart 13 
The rate of self-employment in the second job has remained constant for over 15 years 
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Source: Labour Force Survey 


Table 6 
Multiple job holders by class of worker in second job 
and sex 
Change 
1989 to 
1976 1989 1996 1996 
Total 
Total 208,000 602,000 699,000 97,000 
Male 157,000 341,000 343,000 2,000 
Female 51,000 261,000 356,000 95,000 
Employees 
Total 159,000 378,000 430,000 52,000 
Male 114,000 185,000 176,000 -9,000 
Female 46,000 192,000 254,000 62,000 
Self-employed 
Total 48,000 224,000 269,000 45,000 
Male 43,000 155,000 167,000 12,000 
Female 5,000 69,000 102,000 33,000 


Source: Labour Force Survey 
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Provincial variations 


he share of workers in self-employment is not evenly Proportion of employed in self-employment by province, 
distributed across provinces, with rates higher in the 1996 
west than in all central and eastern provinces except 


Prince Edward Island. Including pe 
agriculture agriculture Difference 
@ While the national average was 16.6% in 1996, the 
highest incidence of self-employment was in Saskatch- Canada 16.6% 14.8% 1.7% 
se (253%), Re ae mea pera Weise Nfld. 14.0% 13.9% 0.1% 
e lowest rate was in Newfoundland (+14.0%). ena ie Ou 15704 ne 
Æ Some of this provincial variation can be explained by NSS. 15.6% 15.0% _ -0.6% 
the prevalence of agriculture in certain provinces. N.B. 14.9% 14.4% -0.5% 
When agriculture, where self-employment is extremely Que. 15.4% 14.2% 1.2% 
common, is excluded, the self-employment rate for Ont. 15.0% 13.9% -1.1% 
Canada falls 1.7 percentage points to 14.8%. The ef- ee 17.1% 12.8% 43% 
fect of excluding agriculture is greatest in the three 
we ; ; : Sask. 25.3% 15.4% -9.9% 
prairies provinces, especially Saskatchewan. With- 
Alta. 20.4% 16.3% -4.1% 


out agriculture, there is less variation in self-employ- 
ment rates across provinces, with the incidence highest 
in British Columbia and Alberta, and lowest in Mani- Source: Labour Force Survey 
toba, Ontario and Newfoundland. 


Bie 18.8% 18.2% -0.6% 


Chart 14 
Change in employment from 1989 to 1996 
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Provincial variations 


So far in the nineties, self-employment has driven net 
employment growth at the national level. But this has not 
been the case in all provinces. 


M In central Canada, self-employment has accounted for 
all of the net growth in jobs, with paid employment 
declining. 


@ In British Columbia and Alberta, there has been growth 
in both paid and self-employment, with growth rela- 
tively stronger in the latter. 


@ Saskatchewan is the only province where there has 
actually been a slight decline in self-employment since 
1989. 


Provincial Trends in Self-employment with paid 
help 


As mentioned earlier, the nineties have been a period of 
extraordinary growth in self-employment, with 90% of the 
increase coming from those who work without paid help. 
As a result, the proportion of self-employed who are em- 
ployers has dropped 7 percentage points since 1989. 
However, this pattern did not occur in all provinces. 


@ In Ontario and Quebec, the shift to own account was 
greater than average, with a drop in the proportion of 
self-employed who were employers of over 9 percent- 
age points. 


M There was also a considerable shift to own account in 
British Columbia and Alberta. In contrast, employers 
actually gained ground in Prince Edward Island, Mani- 
toba and Saskatchewan. 


Employers as proportion of all self-employed 


Percentage 
1989 1996 point diff. 
% 

Canada 44.6 37.6 -7.0 
Nfld. 44.9 44.5 -0.3 
PP BE: 396 43.5 37 
N.S. 43.9 38.7 -5.1 
N.B. 47.7 42.7 -5.0 
Que. 48.3 2971 92 
Ont. 46.3 TE -9.3 
Man. 34.6 36.2 1.6 
Sask. 312 315 0.4 
Alta. 41.1 3502 -5.9 


BC: 46.5 3075 Je 


Source: Labour Force Survey 
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Trends by occupation and industry 


mong the questions raised about the recent surge in 

self-employment, there is great interest in those 
which concern economic restructuring. To what extent is 
the upward trend in self-employment the result of indus- 
trial restructuring or occupational change? Does the 
growth reflect a general trend to more self-employment 
within particular industries or occupations? 


Some of the answers to such questions can be ad- 
dressed by analysing the movements which underlie the 
increase in self-employment. It is possible to quantify the 
effect of economic restructuring (with changes to employ- 
ment levels in different sectors) and the effect of trends 
in self-employment within sectors.! 


Such analysis enables one to state, for example, that 
the increase in the overall rate of self-employment during 
the 1980’s and into the 1990’s was the result of an in- 
crease in self-employment rates across industries. This 
differs from the trend observed in the 1970’s when an in- 


crease in self-employment was the result of a growing 
number of people working in industries where self- 
employment was common.’ 


Profile of self-employment within occupational 
groups 


In 1996, sales persons, service providers and agricultural 
workers together accounted for half of all self-employ- 
ment. 


= In 1996, almost a third of those working as salesper- 
sons were self-employed. The rate was particularly 
high (35.3%) among those who sold services (finan- 
cial services, insurance, advertising). 


1 The method for analysing these movements (shift-share 
analysis) is described in detail in the section Definitions, data 
sources and survey methodology. 

2 Crompton, S. (1993) “The renaissance of self-employ- 
ment”, Perspective on Labour and Income. 


Chart 15 
Rate of self-employment by occupation 
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Table 7 
Self-employment levels and rates by occupation and industry, 1996 
Percentage 
Total Self- Self- who were Percentage Percentage 
Total self- employed, employed, self- who were who were 
employment employed employers own account employed employers own account 
Thousands Percent 
Total 13,676.2 2,266.6 852.2 1 ,356.8 16.6 6.2 9.9 
Occupation 
Managerial 1,899.5 232.0 156.5 aD 12°? 8.2 4.0 
Teaching 635.3 29.8 3.8 26.1 4.7 0.6 4.1 
Medicine 744.5 88.3 S72, 30.8 ile Tel 4.1 
Other Professionals 1,203.8 243.1 64.5 178.2 2,072, 5.4 14.8 
Clerical 1,948.2 70.6 24.5 28.0 3.6 ke 1.4 
Sales 1,374.3 414.8 EST 244.9 30.2 NE: 17.8 
Service 1,896.9 354.7 95.9 253.5 L387 55 13.4 
Primary Occupations 619.0 356.4 93.4 23729 57.6 Pell 38.4 
Processing, Machining & 

Product Fabricating 1,662.4 160.9 71.6 88.0 9.7 4.3 S43 
Construction 684.9 PINES: 85.8 12502 5220 1225 18.3 
Transportation Equipment 

Operating 51607 86.8 26.6 59 16.8 SZ tes 
Material Handling and 

Other Crafts 491.1 jet 6.8 9.9 346 1.4 2.0 
Industry 
Agriculture 453.3 304.8 74.0 202.0 67.3 16.3 44.6 
Other Primary 271979 46.2 DES DEM ony 8.2 8.1 
Manufacturing 22082 11272 68.0 42.3 5.4 3.4 2.0 
Construction 718.6 254.0 IWL223 138.2 35.4 15.6 1:9°2 
Transportation, Communication 

& Other Utilities 1,019.6 97.4 3389 62 9.8 3.4 6.1 
Trade 2230172 422.7 209% 202.3 170 8.9 8.6 
Finance, Insurance & 

Real Estate 799.9 1247 34.5 76.4 14.1 4.4 9.6 
Business Services 918.6 294.3 98.4 193.8 3271 10.7 DATE 
Educational Services 92920 2728 ghee 23.8 321 0.5 2.6 
Health & Social Services 12425 eaves Shee! 68.8 9.0 4.0 4.8 
Food & Accommodation 892.9 100.0 TA 25 1172 Sine 26 
Other Services 974.9 369.0 65.9 300.8 3:74 9 6.8 30.9 


@ Within the service occupations, the self-employment 
rate was 18.7%. Of these, workers in laundering and 
dry cleaning services and those providing personal 
services (housekeeping, baby sitting, hair dressing 
and funeral services, etc.) were most likely to be self- 
employed. 


Some occupations associated with the primary sector 
also had high self-employment rates. A large majority 
of farmers and farm managers were self-employed in 
1996 (98.3%), while the rate was 24.7% for workers in 
occupations related to agriculture. As well, the inci- 
dence was high among those involved in fishing and 
hunting (69.1%) and forestry (21.8%). 
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M Least likely to be self-employed were those in the edu- 
cational occupations, clerical workers, materials han- 
dlers and those in processing occupations. 


Upward trend in the incidence of self- 
employment within occupations 


The incidence of self-employment has risen throughout 
the 1990s. To some extent, this trend may be associated 
with an employment shift into occupations that tend to 
have above average self-employment rates. However, the 
relative share of employment in occupations such as 
sales, service, agriculture and construction (which repre- 
sented a third of employment in 1996) was almost 
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unchanged from 1989 to 1996. Instead, about 91% of the 
rise in the overall incidence of self-employment was due 
to an increase in the rate of self-employment accross oc- 
cupations, mostly in sales, service and professional jobs. 


@ Within the sales occupation, the proportion of work- 
ers who were self-employed rose from 24.7% en 1989 
to 30.2% in 1996. Growth was particularly strong for 
those selling services (insurance agents, real estate 
agents, stock brokers and advertising agents), as their 
self-employment rate increased from 26.3% to 35.3% 
over the period. 


Among workers in service occupations, the self-em- 
ployment rate rose by three percentage points between 
1989 to 1996. Those providing personal services, work- 
ers in laundering and dry cleaning services, and those 
working in food preparation such as waiters, bartend- 
ers and cooks contributed most to the increase. 


About one third of the rise in self-employment in the 
1990s came from professionals working in natural and 
social sciences, medicine, arts and recreation. This re- 
flects an increase in the incidence of self-employment 
within these occupations (up from 10.4% in 1989 to 
14.0% in 1996) and, to a lesser extent, a rise in the 
relative share of total employment in these occupa- 
tional groups (18.9% of total employment in 1996 com- 
pared with 16.8% in 1989). 


At the same time, the share of employment in some oc- 
cupational groups fell over the last few years. This was 
the case in construction, where the proportion of self-em- 
ployed workers actually increased by six percentage 
points between 1989 and 1996, but growth in the number 
of self-employed was not strong enough to compensate 
for the loss of paid construction workers. 


Profile of self-employment by industry 


In 1996, more than two thirds of the self-employed worked 
in the service sector. All together, trade, business serv- 
ices, and personal and household services accounted for 
half of all self-employment. In addition, about one fifth 
worked in agriculture and construction. 


@ The incidence of self-employment was high in busi- 
ness services, with a rate of 29.8% in computing serv- 
ices, 42.3% in accounting, 31.7% in legal service, 61.1% 
in management consulting, and 41.1% in advertising. 


M The situation within the health industries was quite 
varied. While the self-employment rate was only 0.1% 
in hospitals and other caring institutions, it was 34.3% 
in the offices of doctors and dentists, and 14.2% in 
non-institutional social services (eg. day-care, home- 
maker services). 


@ Within the primary sector, agriculture and fishing and 
hunting tend to be dominated by self-employment, 
with rates of 67.9% and 64.7% respectively. The rate 
was also above average in forestry (19.2%). 


@ In manufacturing, transportation (except trucking) and 
education, the proportion of workers who were self- 
employed was generally lower than the overall aver- 
age. 


Source of growth in the 1990s 


To a certain degree, growth in self-employment is the re- 
sult of industrial restructuring of the labour market. Re- 
structuring has led to a change in the proportion working 
in different industries. A relative shift of employment 
into industries where self-employment is common would 
have the effect of raising the overall self-employment 
rate. Restructuring can also affect self-employment rates 
within industries, to the extent that workers who move 
from one industry to another change their class of worker 
status. For example, an accountant employed as a paid 
worker in the manufacturing industry may become a self- 
employed accountant in financial services following a 
layoff. 


Only a small amount of the recent increase in self-em- 
ployment was the result of a restructuring of jobs to in- 
dustries where self-employment has been tradionally 
common. Instead, about 90% of the overall growth in the 
rate of self-employment between 1989 and 1996 was the 
result of an upward trend in the self-employment rate 
across most industries. 


Increases in the rate of self-employment were particu- 
larly strong in finance and insurance, trade, health and 
social services and manufacturing. 


M In the finance and insurance industry, the proportion 
of workers who were self-employed rose from 9.0% in 
1989 to 14.1% in 1996. Growth was particularly strong 
within insurance, where the rate grew by 11 percent- 
age points over this period, mainly among those with- 
out employees (own account). 


22 / Labour Force Update 


Statistics Canada - Catalogue no. 71-005-XPB 


Trends by occupation and industry 


M The health and social services industry has also ex- 
perienced strong growth in the incidence of self-em- 
ployment since 1989. Self-employment rose about 
60%, while total employment in this industry grew only 
13%. As a result, the rate of self-employment rose 
from 6.3% to 8.8%. A large portion of the growth 
came from non-institutional social services employ- 
ment (eg. child-care services) which grew by 164%. 


There has been an increase in the proportion of all 
workers employed in business services, recreation, per- 
sonal and household services and “other services” as 
well as growth in the incidence of self-employment within 
these industries. Through the combination of both these 
movements, these industries have accounted for half of 
the net increase in self-employment since 1989. 


Between 1989 and 1996, employment in business serv- 
ices rose by 30%, compared to overall employment 
growth of 4.5%. The increase has been particularly 
strong in computing services, where employment grew 
by 112%, and management consulting, up 96%. There 
has also been an appreciable increase in jobs in the 
advertising industry (+44%). 


Within the industries providing services to other busi- 
nesses there was also growth in the incidence of self- 
employment. Between 1989 and 1996, the rate increased 
Six percentage points in computing services, 8 points 
in accounting, 10 points in legal services, 13 points in 
management consulting and 10 points in advertising. 
In all of these industries, growth in self-employment 
was primarily among entrepreneurs without paid help. 
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Trends by occupation and industry 


Chart 17 
Finance, insurance and real-estate industry 
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How much do the self-employed earn? 


(DS of the key indicators of job quality is worker’s 
earnings. Using data from the Survey of Consumer 


Finances (SCF), it is possible to compare the earnings of Chart 19 
the self-employed to employees and study trends over In 1995, the self-employed earned almost same as 
t 


ime. employees 


: | Dollars per year 
The average earnings of the self-employed Ps ye eae ee es LET Ss 


| 
| 
| 
40,000 | ces | | 


close to employees 
m@ In 1995, the latest year for which earnings data are 35,000 | 1 
available, those who were self-employed in their main my. | | nel | | | 
job earned an average $30,800, 91.4%! of the wages | rt | Ey 
and salaries of employees. REP | Sse | 
| | | | 
@ Self-employed individuals who were employers earned FRE | | = | | | | 
21.9% more than employees. This group made, on | 15,000 | i | 
average, about $41,000 in 1995. Those without em- | 10,000 | | | | a 
ployees, on the other hand, earned $22,900, 68% of ee | | = #4 teal a | 
employees. Pres Employees Selt- Sel- Sel- 
employed employed, employed, 
own employers 
ne account 
1 It is important to read the text box “A note on the data 


ase an = ss ee = Ja =. = = J 


and methodology used in the following” for an explanation of 


3 : Source: Survey of Consumer Finances 
how this estimate was calculated. 


Table 8 
Average 1995 earnings of self-employed and paid workers, by age and sex, (job tenure at least 16 months, 
excluding those with negative earnings) 


Self-employed 


Total Employees Total Own account Employers Total Own account Employers 


($) ($’s) (As a % of paid worker earnings) 

Total 

15% 33,200 33,700 30,800 22,900 41,000 91.4 68.0 19159 
15-24 15,300 15,800 8,600 8,000 13,600 54.4 50.6 86.1 
25-54 35,000 35,500 32,700 25,000 42,500 Ce | 70.4 LOG, 
Spi 32,600 35,100 278300 19,000 37,000 WSS 54.1 10573 
Male 

{leer 39,100 40,100 35,600 27,200 44,900 88.8 68.0 ket 
15-24 17,000 17,500 11,300 10,700 -- 64.6 Gulla) -- 
25-54 41,400 42,100 38,200 30,200 46,900 90.7 WO 111.4 
SE 38,100 43,300 30,200 215100 39,600 69.7 48.8 SIRS 
Female 

ILE 26,000 26,800 19,600 14,800 28,800 73.4 55.4 107.7 
15-24 13,600 14,100 4,700 4,300 -- 353232 30.5 -- 
25-54 27,600 28,400 20,800 15,900 29,700 132 56.0 104.6 
Sioa: 23,600 25,000 18,200 13,800 25,900 129 Sa 103.8 


Source: Survey of Consumer Finances 
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How much do the self-employed earn? 
STR RES Ra A PRE EE EE 


M Young self-employed workers made the least in rela- make either small or large amounts of money. That is, 
tion to paid workers of the same age. This is likely a their earnings are more “polarized”. 


oe une: paula Un Sabi ses M About 45.0% of the self-employed made less than 
ne a section) $20,000 in 1995 while the proportion of paid workers 
k making the same amount was 25.5%. However, dur- 

ing the same year, 4.2% of the self-employed but only 


Large disparity in male and female self- 1.1% of employees made more than $100,000. 
employment earnings M As reflected in their relatively high average earnings, 

there is a greater proportion of employers in the up- 
rose NE do oi Bee Melle per earnings categories. In 1995, 6.7% (48,900) of self- 
employed than within the employee population, even af- 


sha ; employed workers who had employees earned in 
ter taking into account the fact that part-time employment excess of $100,000. 


was higher among women. 

M Because the self-employed are more dispersed into 
the lower and higher earnings groups, and because 
so many earn relatively low amounts, their median 
earnings are much lower than their average earnings. 
In 1995, the median earnings of the self-employed were 


Self-employed more likely to be making small 68.5% of those of paid workers. 
or large annual earnings 


@ Among full-time, full year workers, self-employed 
women earned 64% of the average earnings of self- 
employed men, compared to 73% among employees. 


Even though the average earnings of the self-employed is 
close to that of paid workers, the self-employed tend to 


A note on the data and the methodology used in the following: 


The Survey of Consumer Finances (SCF) is an annual 
supplement to the Labour Force Survey, designed to collect 
detailed data on the income of individuals, families and 
households. Respondents are asked their income sources, 
including “wages and salaries” and “self-employment income” 
from all jobs held during the year. 


The reader should be warned of some key points about the 
data: 


a) Because the SCF is conducted in April and asks questions 
on earnings in the previous calendar year, there can be 
discontinuity between how the worker is classified in the 
survey month and the types of earnings attained in the 
previous year. For example, an individual may be self- 
employed in April without ever earning any self-employment 
income in the previous year if he has recently moved from 
paid employment. To eliminate this problem, this analysis 
focuses only on paid employees and the self-employed who 
had the same job or business for at least 16 months. 


Both paid workers and the self-employed who reported 
negative earnings were excluded. This and the job tenure 
restriction reduces the studied self-employed population by 

| about 506,000 (23%) and employees by 2,850,000 (25%) but, 
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for the purposes of studying earnings, is believed to be a more 
appropriate selection of the population even though it 
introduces a selection bias in to both samples. 


These two restrictions cause average earnings for 
employees to increase from $28,900 to $33,700 and average 
earnings for the self-employed to rise from $25,500 to $30,800. 
As a result, the ratio of self-employed earnings to that of 
employees increases from 88.1% to 91.4%. 


b) With the exception of the male-female comparison in the 
text, no attempts are made to specifically control for hours 
worked. However, although not specifically implemented to 
standardise the hours of the two samples, the job tenure 
restriction mentioned above, to a certain degree, does just 
that. It was found that the results for full-time/full-year 
workers were very close to those reported below for most 
comparisons (by limiting the study to those working more 
than 16 months, that also limits it to mostly full-year workers 
while eliminating many part-timers). Still, please read Hours 
of the self-employed to see that the data suggests that hours 
worked are an important determinant of the earnings trends 
explained in the following. 
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How much do the self-employed earn? 


Chart 20 
Self-employed earnings more polarized 
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Source: Survey of Consumer Finances 
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How much do the self-employed earn? 


Table 9 
Number and percentage distribution of self-employed and employees by earnings group, 1995, (job tenure at least 


16 months, excluding negative earnings) 


Number Percentage distribution 
Self-employed Self-employed 
Own Own 

Employees Total account Employers Employees Total account Employers 
Total 8,347,500 1,695,700 960,900 734,900 100 100 100 100 
1-4,999 279,200 190,500 157,800 32,700 Sre 11182 16.4 4.4 
5,000-9,999 506,700 202,300 146,100 56,200 6.1 IAE) 2 Toll 
10,000-14,999 658,200 216,200 140,600 75,600 PS 127 14.6 10.3 
15,000-19,999 683,600 156,500 90,400 66,100 8.2 92 9.4 920 
20,000-24,999 888,000 158,300 88,000 70,200 10.6 Os OA?) 9.6 
25,000-29,999 911,000 139,800 76,100 63,800 10.9 8.2 ihe 8.7 
30,000-34,999 959,800 122,000 57,100 64,900 LS TP 569 8.8 
35,000-39,999 778,800 94,500 41,400 53,100 9.3 5.6 4.3 ee 
40,000-44,999 662,400 74,700 32,900 41,800 7.9 4.4 3.4 Saul 
45,000-49,999 471,600 49,400 22,900 26,500 526 2.9 2.4 3.6 
50,000-54,999 443,400 61,800 25,000 36,800 5133 3.6 PANG 5.0 
55,000-59,999 285,700 26,000 12,000 14,100 3.4 15 12 1.9 
60,000-64,999 279,400 38,000 12,600 25,500 a3 DD) os 35 
65,000-69,999 143,800 21,400 7,100 14,300 le 125 0.7 179 
70,000-74,999 104,400 20,000 8,800 11,200 bs8) 12 0.9 Tes; 
75,000-79,999 64,000 15,700 7,500 8,200 0.8 0.9 0.8 oul 
80,000-84,999 50,500 11,300 -- 7,000 0.6 0 -- 09 
85,000-89,999 31,300 7,000 -- 6,300 0.4 0.4 -- 0.9 
90,000-94,999 37,400 8,800 as -- 0.4 0.5 -- -- 
95,000-99,999 19,800 11,000 -- 7,100 0.2 0.7 -- 1.0 
100,000+ 88,800 70,500 21,600 48,900 Wal 4.2 223 Gnd. 


Source: Survey of Consumer Finances 


Other Statistics Canada studies of the self employed and their earnings 


Earlier in 1997, Statistics Canada produced a release titled Labour Force Income Profiles based on tax file data which gave 
information on the average earnings of the self-employed. The averages in that release were much lower. 


M In contrast to Labour Force Income Profiles, this publication includes the incorporated self-employed who tend to earn 
more (40% more in 1995) while it also excludes those reporting negative earnings and those working part-year , three of the 
contributing factors to the difference. 


The results of Labour Force Update are in line with those reported in Cohen, Enterprising Canadians: The Self-Employed in 
Canada, Statistics Canada, Catalogue no. 71-536. 
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Changes in self-employed earnings over the 
last ten years 


Over the 1990’s the self-employed made less and less 
when compared to employees: 


= Compared to employee earnings, the earnings of the 
self-employed were highest in 1989, when they were 
1% above the employee average. 


M Over the next four years, self-employment earnings 
fell relative to paid worker earnings, bottoming out at 
86.9% in 1993. Both self-employed employers and the 
own account self-employed experienced a drop in rela- 
tive earnings. 


M Due to improvements in the earnings of own account 
workers, the situation for the self-employed improved 
in 1994. In 1995, there was little change in the relative 
earnings of the self-employed. 


M About one quarter of the drop in relative earnings is 
due to a shift in the jobs that the self-employed held. 
For example, compared to 1989, a smaller proportion 
of the self-employed worked as managers while a 
greater percentage worked in lower paying service and 
artistic occupations. 


Chart 21 
Compared to regular employees, the self-employed 
earned less over the 1990’s 
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Some of the most common self-employment 
occupations are low-paying....' 


As with paid employees, the self-employed who work in 
white-collar occupations tend to make the most money 
but business owners in two of the most common occupa- 
tions (farming and services) make relatively little. 


M Business owners working in the social sciences, the 
occupational group comprised of lawyers, economists, 
sociologists, psychologists and anthropologists, made 
the most on average ($85,100 in 1995), followed by 
those in medicine ($73,800). The self-employed in both 
of these occupations made over twice as much as 
employees. 


M The self-employed in two other white-collar occupa- 
tions, managers and natural sciences, made almost as 
much as regular employees in 1995 (97.5% and 96.7% 
respectively). 


M In 1995, self-employed sales people earned 15% more 
than employees working in sales. 


M Self-employed farmers also tended to make more than 
farmers working for someone else. Still, average earn- 
ings were low in this relatively large self-employment 
occupation. 


M Another relatively common occupation of the self-em- 
ployed is the service occupations (eg. child care work- 
ers, barbers and hairdressers). The self-employed 
working to provide these services earned relatively 
little in 1995 ($16,200 or 71.6% of paid workers in that 
occupation). Some of the earnings gap in services is 
due to the fact that police and fire-fighters, which are 
relatively well-paying occupations, only appear as em- 
ployees in services. 


Paid workers are more likely to be employed in rela- 
tively well-paying occupations (eg. managerial, medicine 
and teaching) while a greater percentage of the self-em- 
ployed are comparatively low-paid farmers and service 
providers. This explains about one-third of the gap be- 
tween the earnings of the self-employed and employees. 


M All else held equal, redistributing the self-employed 
to occupations held by employees, the overall aver- 
age earnings of the self-employed would increase to 
94.6% of employee earnings (from 91.4%). 


1 Please be warned that within the following occupational 
and industrial groups, the age, sex and education structures 
may differ between the self-employed and employees, affect- 
ing the earnings ratio. It was not possible to properly control 
for these factors by industry and occupation with the analyti- 
cal techniques used in this publication. 
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Chart 22 


Average 1995 self-employment earnings highest in social sciences and medicine 
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As reflected in comparatively low earnings 
in common industries 


The overall average earnings of the self-employed is de- 
pendant upon the industry in which the individual works. 
There are a number of industries where the self-employed 
made more than employees, all of which were in the serv- 
ice sector. Still, in some of the more common industries 
of the self-employed (eg. trade, personal & household 
services, agriculture) average earnings were relatively 
low. 


M On average, self-employed people working in health 
and social services made $56,300 in 1995, the highest 
of any major industry group. This was almost twice 
as high as what was earned by paid workers in this 
industry. Much of this gap is due to self-employed 
doctors. 
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M At $44,900 and $44,200 respectively, self-employed 
people working in finance, insurance & real estate and 
business services also earned a relatively high income, 
26% higher than the earnings of employees. 


@ Business owners in the wholesale and retail trade sec- 
tor, where many of the self-employed are employed, 
earned more than employees. 


M Another industry with a high concentration of self- 
employed people was personal & household services 
where self-employment earnings were relatively low. 


The self-employed in all goods-producing industries 
earned less than paid workers. 


M Self-employed workers in agriculture earned an aver- 
age of $20,400 in 1995, 11% lower than agriculture 
employees. Business owners in this industry who 
had employees, however, earned 10% more than paid 
workers. 


Statistics Canada - Catalogue no. 71-005-XPB 


How much do the self-employed earn? 


Table 10 
Average 1995 earnings of self-employed and paid workers, by occupation and industry, (job tenure at least 16 
months, excluding those with negative earnings) 


Self-employed 
Employees Total Own account Employers Total Own account Employers 
($) ($’s) (As a of employee earnings) 
Occupation 
Managers 44,600 43,500 33,100 48,200 97.5 74.2 108.1 
Natural Sciences 47,900 46,300 43,600 56,800 96.7 91.1 118.7 
Social Sciences 38,100 85,100 46,600 103,200 223 122 27107 
Teaching 40,600 11,800 11,300 -- 29.0 2,0) -- 
Medicine 324100 73,800 50,500 84,700 22947 1573 263% 
Artistic 31,000 24,400 21,300 37,000 78.6 68.6 119.5 
Clerical 25,200 21,100 11,600 28,500 84.0 45.9 isha 
Sales 27,200 31,300 26,500 37,000 114.9 SSIES? 135.9 
Service 22,600 16,200 11,100 26,200 1126 49.0 RG: 
Farming 19,000 19,800 18,500 23,100 104.5 977 122.0 
Fishing == 32,700 -- 32,700 -- -- -- 
Forestry 38,900 29,000 -- -- 74.6 -- -- 
Processing 35,600 23,900 -- 26,200 67.1 -- 7920 
Machining 38,700 30,800 31,500 29,800 79.6 81.4 76.9 
Product Fabricating 35,800 25,000 19,800 31,200 70.0 Sips Side 
Construction 39,000 28,200 22,900 35,400 72.4 Site d 90.8 
Transportation Operating 34,900 28,100: 27,200 29,700 80.7 icin! 85.3 
Other Crafts 42,300 38,100 -- 45,800 90.2 48.9 108.5 
Industry 
Agriculture 22,800 20,400 18,400 25,000 89.4 80.9 109.8 
Other Primary 49,700 32,400 26,200 35,600 6522 5228 1426 
Manufacturing 38,300 30,800 19,400 37,000 80.4 50.6 96.6 
Construction 34,200 31,800 25,900 38,300 93.0 75.8 jg 
TCOU 40,300 27,800 26,300 30,000 69.0 65.4 74.4 
Trade 25,800 29,600 21,300 36,000 114.6 82.7 139.6 
Wholesale Trade 33,500 38,400 30,700 44,200 114.6 CAE: 131.9 
Retail Trade 23,000 26,300 18,000 33,000 114.7 ASS 143.6 
FIRE 35,500 44,900 38,800 58,000 126.3 109.1 163.2 
Business Services 36,600 44,200 31,700 63,600 120.6 86.6 173.6 
Educational Services 38,700 11,600 -- -- 30.1 -- -- 
Health & Social Services 29,500 56,300 31,200 82,600 190.9 105.8 280.1 
Accommodation & Food 18,500 24,800 15,200 27,800 133.8 82.0 149.9 
Other Services 24,500 18,200 14,200 31,700 74.1 S718 129.3 
Amusement & Recreation 25,100 30,300 22,800 50,600 120.9 90.9 201.8 
Personal and Household 
Services 19,500 10,400 7,500 24,300 SSeS) 38.4 124.8 
Other 27,300 22,900 20,500 29,300 84.0 74.9 107.4 


Source: Survey of Consumer Finances 
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The hours of the self-employed 


[: the previous section, a key aspect of job quality, 
earnings, was examined. Although it is probably the 
main quality indicator, there are other aspects of work that 
determine whether a job is good or bad. The hours of 
work is another indicator. Although it is not known how 
many business owners consider themselves overworked, 
many work long hours. On the other end of the spectrum 
are business owners who are working part-time but 
would prefer full time hours — the underemployed. Invol- 
untary part-time and underemployment are another impor- 
tant aspect of job quality. 


As well as giving clues to the quality of self-employ- 
ment, an examination of hours also helps explain some of 
the trends in the earnings of business owners. 


Self-employed hours more polarized but they 
work long hours on average 


@ As noted in Labour Force Update: Hours of Work, 
the self-employed tend to work relatively long or short 
workweeks, with comparably few putting in a stand- 
ard 35 to 40 hour workweek. Since earnings are closely 
tied to the hours people work, this helps explain their 
polarized earnings. 


Chart 23 
Self-employed more likely to have worked either long 
or short workweeks in 1996 
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Source: Labour Force Survey 


@ The self-employed were three times as likely as em- 
ployees to work long hours. In 1996, over one third 
of the self-employed worked 50 or more hours each 
week. As a result, their usual workweek average of 
41.8 hours, 5.7 hours longer than employees. 


Average workweek helps explain the self- 
employed male-female earnings gap 


In How much do the self-employed earn?, it was noted 
that, compared to employees, the earnings of the self-em- 
ployed peaked in 1989 and fell over the 1990’s. Part of 
this drop can be explained by the changing nature of 
what the self-employed were doing over this time. Com- 
pared to 1989, the self-employed were less likely to be 
working in high-paying managerial jobs and more were 
working in service and artistic occupations, for example. 


@ Although the average workweek for both employees 
and the self-employed fell over the 1990’s, it fell more 
strongly for the self-employed. This also helps to 
explain the drop in relative earnings over the same 
period. 


Chart 24 
The average workweek falls more sharply for the 
self-employed 
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The hours of the self-employed 


In the section on earnings, it was also noted that the 
male-female earnings gap was much larger for the self-em- 
ployed than it was for employees. Again, an examination 
of average hours helps explain this fact. 


In 1996, self-employed males worked an average 
workweek which was 40.2% longer than females. For 
employees, the comparable figure was 19.9%. While 
self-employed males worked an average 46.4 hours 
per week, female business owners put in 33.2 hours. 


In almost all industries, self-employed men worked 
above standard hours while long hours were the norm 
for women only in accommodation and food services. 


The youngest self-employed worked fewer hours than 
paid workers their age, the only age group to do so. 


Table 11 
Average usual hours per week by age and sex, 
employees and self-employed, Canada, 1989 and 1996 


Average usual 


hours in 1996 Change since 1989 


Self- Self- 


Employees employed Employees employed 
Total 
IS 36.1 41.8 -0.5 -1.8 
15-19 21.0 1353 31 -1.4 
20-24 32.6 36.9 -3.7 -4.4 
25-54 37.8 44.0 -0.4 -2.0 
SE 35.8 39.4 -0.4 -1.5 
Male 
SE 39.2 46.4 -0.4 -1.6 
15-19 22.8 See -2.9 -1.1 
20-24 3521 42.2 -3.2 -3.5 
25-54 41.0 48.7 -0.3 -1.6 
SO: 39.0 42.4 -0.1 ellie? 
Female 
INSEE BD), ESA -0.5 -0.8 
15-19 19.1 leo -3.2 -1.7 
20-24 299 29.5 -4.1 -4.9 
25-54 34.3 5522 -0.2 -1.2 
S Sah 31.4 31122 -0.2 07 


Source: Labour Force Survey 


Involuntary part-time and the self-employed 


While on average the self-employed work longer hours 
than employees, the self-employed are also more likely 
than regular employees to be working part-time (i.e. less 
than 30 hours per week). Despite this, involuntary part- 
time employment appears to be less of a problem for busi- 
ness owners than for employees. 


@ In the first seven months of 1997, there were 130,000 
self-employed who were working part-time involun- 
tarily, equivalent to 4.5% of all business owners. In 
comparison, a slightly greater percentage of employ- 
ees were involuntary part-timers (5.6%). 


M Over time, involuntary part-time has been consistently 
lower for the self-employed. 


Since January 1997, it has been possible to determine 
how many involuntary part-timer looked for full-time 
work. Those who did look can be considered to have a 
closer connection to the full-time labour force (see Labour 
Force Update: Hours of Work for more explanation). 


M Only 1.5% of the self-employed were involuntary part- 
timers who looked for full-time work, slightly lower 
than the 1.9% for employees. 


Chart 25 
In the 1990’s, involuntary part-time was consistently 
lower for the self-employed 
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Source: Labour Force Survey 
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The hours of the self-employed 


In a sense, it is not surprising that involuntary par- 
time is lower for the self-employed. To a great extent, the 
self-employed dictate their own hours and if business is 
slow, they may adapt their schedule to look for added 
business, catch up on paper work or do other business — 
related activities keeping their workweek longer than 30 
hours. Part-time employees, on the other hand, generally 
cannot, as a part of their work schedule, seek out added 
hours. 


Instead of preferring to work full-time, the self-em- 
ployed are working part-time, in most cases, because they 
want to. 
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@ From January to July 1997, over three-quarters of the 
self-employed who were working part-time did so vol- 
untarily, compared to 65% of part-time employees. 


H = While employees were most likely to be working part- 
time because they were going to school (27.4%), the 
the most commonly cited reason (37.7%) why part- 
time business owners worked less than 30 hours per 
week it was personal preference. 
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Push or Pull? 


hy are people self-employed? Looking at the rea- 

sons for self-employment can give important clues 
into the quality of self-employment. It has been shown 
previously that the self-employed earn less than employ- 
ees on average and that their average workweek is rela- 
tively long. From this perspective, it might be wondered 
why someone would become a business owner. However, 
there are many positive qualities to self-employment. In- 
dependence, for example, is a key benefit to self-employ- 
ment as is the flexible schedule and ability to work from 
home. 


In November 1995, Statistics Canada, in partnership 
with Human Resources Development Canada conducted 
the Survey of Work Arrangements (SWA). This survey 
asked respondents their main reason for self-employment. 
From these responses, to a certain degree, it is possible 
to see if people are being pushed into self-employment or 
whether they are lured to its benefits. 


Push factor — No other work available 


Among the reported reasons for being self-employed, 
there is only one answer which clearly indicates that the 
individual was pushed into self-employment — “no other 
work available”. 


@ About 12% were self-employed because there was no 
other work available. 


The push factor, however, affected certain groups 
more than others. 


@ Own account workers were much more likely to be 
self-employed because there were no other opportu- 
nities than were employers (15.4% versus 6.9% for 
employers). 
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The largest percentage of self-employed 
enjoyed independence of business ownership 


Almost all of the remaining reported reasons why people 
are self-employed do not clearly indicate whether the in- 
dividual was pushed or pulled. Rather, there may be 
elements of both. 


M The most common reason people are self-employed is 
because they enjoy the independence (41.8% of all 
self-employed). Either they feel pushed due to a lack 
of independence in regular employment or they rec- 
ognised a greater degree of freedom in self-employ- 
ment and were drawn as a result. Compared to adults, 
very few youths felt independence was the main rea- 
son for being self-employed. 


M Almost one-tenth reported that they were self-em- 
ployed because they wanted to make more money. 
Again, it is not possible to tell whether they felt that 
regular employment pays too little (push) or they rec- 
ognised a higher earnings potential available only 
though self-employment (pull). Young people were 
much more likely than adults to say that this was their 
main reason for self-employment. 


M About 6% were self-employed because it offered them 
a flexible schedule. 


@ While only 2% of self-employed men were self-em- 
ployed so that they could work at home, the percent- 
age, at 12.6%, was much higher for women. 


Many of the self-employed working the family 
business 


@ In November 1995, 17.1% of the self-employed were 
working in a family business. Those who had em- 
ployees were more likely to be working at a family 
business. 


Labour Force Update / 35 


Push or Pull? 
RER SNES PEATE CAUSE RL RE RER EN SR IOAN MIL SELL Te NC MUL OR A a ae RU RER EP 


Chart 26 
Independence important reason for being self-employed 
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Source: 1995 Survey of Work Arrangements 


Raat for self-employment by age and sex, November 1995 
Enjoys : No other Wanted to Work 
All inde- Family work make more Flexible from Nature of 
reasons pendence business available money schedule home Other work 
Number (thousands) 
Total 2,093.0 Si See 358.0 25120 200.2 ial 116.6 8 74.2 
Men 1,394.5 655.4 241.3 15872 16228 60.8 -- 68.3 49.8 
Women 698.7 22075 116.7 92.8 67.8 64.3 88.2 -- -- 
Adults 1808729 855.8 346.4 2207 182.4 1257 109.0 85.1 66.8 
Distribution (%) 
Total 100.0 41.8 I 12.0 976 6.0 5.6 4.4 375 
Men 100.0 47.0 17 LES OE 4.4 -- 4.9 3.6 
Women 100.0 SES 16.7 13.3 97 92 12.6 -- -- 
Adults 100.0 43.0 17.4 AEG 9) Std 5 4.3 3.4 


Source: 1995 Survey of Work Arrangements 
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The self-employed as employers 


A: the self-employed job creators? Certainly, they 
create jobs for themselves, but do they hire others 
and, if so, how many employees do they have? 


Although there are more and more self-employed with 
employees, the likelihood that any given business owner 
has employees has fallen in recent years. As mentioned 
previously, in contrast to the 1980’s, almost all of self- 
employment growth so far this decade has been amongst 
business owners working by themselves. 


Why is this? This trend is broad-based, and cannot 
be attributed to changes in one particular industry or oc- 
cupation. However, the trend is more striking in some of 
the industries in which self-employment growth has been 


particularly strong (business services, health & social 
services and finance insurance & real estate). In these 
and other industries, it is possible that advancing tech- 
nology is allowing more of the self-employed to perform 
tasks on their own that would have previously required 
employees. As well, the nature of self-employment may 
be very different than it once was. There seems to be 
higher demand for contract labour, a situation which of- 
ten allows the self-employed individual access to the 
services, facilities and employees of the contracting firm, 
thereby reducing the need for their own staff. 


@ In 1989, 45 out of every 100 self-employed people had 
employees. This fell over the 1990’s and by 1996, 
37.6% of the self-employed had workers. 


Chart 27 


Over the 1990’s, a smaller percentage of the self-employed had paid help 
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The self-employed as employers 


Table 13 
Employers and a percent of all self-employed by industry and occupation, 1989 to 1996 


Employers as a percent of all self-employed 


1989 
Total 44.6 
Industry: 
Goods-producing 42.7 
Service-producing 45.7 
Agriculture 24.0 
Other Primary SAP 
Manufacturing 70.6 
Construction SAC 
TCOU 34.0 
Trade SES 
FIRE 42.6 
Service 40.6 
Business services 50.6 
Educational services 12.4 
Health & Social services 60.0 
Accommodation & food services 71510 
Other services 22°2 
Occupation: 
Managerial 84.8 
Teaching 153 
Medicine 73.4 
Other professionals 37.0 
Clerical 3,920 
Sales 47.4 
Service 297 
Primary BS 2) 
Processing & machining Slee 
Construction 48.0 
Transportation equipment operating 28.0 
Material handling 2973 


Source: Labour Force Survey 


Drop in the percentage of employers in key 
growth industries.... 


Most of the increase in self-employment over the 
1990’s occurred in the business services industry, 
other services, health & social services, trade and the 
finance, insurance & real estate industry. In each of 
these key growth industries, relatively fewer business 
owners had workers. 


However, this did not necessarily imply that there was 
weak growth in the number of self-employed with em- 
ployees in these industries. Rather, the increase in 
employers was strong in business services, health & 
social services and finance, insurance & real estate 
but was simply out-matched by very strong own ac- 
count employment increases. 


1992 
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Change 


1994 1996 1989 to 1996 
40.1 37.6 -7.0 
40.9 See -4.0 
BON i 37) -8.6 
24.5 24.3 0.3 
5228 48.7 -2.3 
67.0 60.6 -10.0 
46.7 44.2 -9.6 
3520 34.8 0.8 
49.7 49.6 -7.9 
STE 30.6 -12.0 
3520 32.4 -8.1 
41.4 33.4 -17.1 
14.5 14.0 Led 
48.7 44.7 -15.3 
Woe Yall -1.9 
182 fs) -4.3 
74.1 67.5 -17.4 
LS 12.6 -0.7 
63.4 64.8 -8.6 
34.0 21075 -10.5 
352 34.6 -5.2 
42.3 40.0 -7.4 
28.0 Zi =2 4 
PIT aM 26.2 0.3 
47.1 44.5 -6.7 
41.9 40.6 -7.5 
30.4 30.6 Dall 
50.8 38.2 8.9 


In 1996, business owners in accommodation & food 
services (73.1% of all self-employed), manufacturing 
(60.6%), wholesale and retail trade (49.6%) and 
other primary (48.7%) were the most likely to hire 
employees. 


...while relatively fewer self-employed 
managers had workers 


Over the 1990’s, there has been relatively strong 
growth among the self-employed working in profes- 
sional, sales and service occupations. Although the 
number in these occupations who had workers in- 
creased, own account growth was stronger. 
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The self-employed as employers 


Between 1989 and 1996, the number of managers who 
had employees working under them fell 19% while the 
number of own account managers more than doubled. 
As a result, 68 out of every 100 self-employed manag- 
ers had an employee in 1996, down from 85 seven 
years earlier. 


Besides managers, the self-employed working in medi- 
cine (64.8% of all self-employed) and processing & 
machining occupations (44.5%) were most likely to 
have workers in 1996. 


Self-employed employers have an average 10 
employees 


While the proportion of self-employed who are employers 
has fallen in recent years, this does not necessarily imply 
that the self-employed are employing fewer people. In- 
deed, as mentioned above, despite the fall in the propor- 
tion, the absolute number of employers has risen over the 
nineties. 


Using data from the 1995 Survey of Work Arrange- 
ments (SWA), it is possible to determine the average 
number of workers employed by business owners. In No- 
vember 1995, when the SWA was conducted, employers 
had an average 10 workers. 


M About two-thirds of self-employed employers had less 
than 5 workers. A further one-quarter had between 5 
and 14 workers. 


Chart 28 
Most business owners with workers have less than 5 
employees 


Percent of self-employed employers with 
the following number of employees 
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Definitions, data sources and survey 


methodology 


Definitions 
Adults — People 25 years of age and older. 


Average usual hours worked — Average number of usual 
hours worked per week, is calculated by dividing total 
usual hours by the total number of employed persons. 


Earnings — Wages and salaries and/or net income from 
self-employment (before tax). For different classes of 
workers, earnings sources differ: 


Employees: The earnings of employees is simply the 
wages and salaries that they earn. Excluded is the 
net income from self employment they might earn in a 
second job. However, if they owned an incorporated 
business and ran it as a second job, the wages and 
salaries they earned from their business cannot be 
excluded. This is a rare case (less than 0.2 percent of 
paid workers ran an incorporated business as a sec- 
ond job) and is expected to have little impact on the 
data. 


Unincorporated Self-employed: Some of the unincor- 
porated self employed hold a second job as a paid 
employee. As a result, wage and salary earnings have 
been excluded from the earnings of the unincorpo- 
rated self employed. Instead, earnings for this group 
are equal to net income from self employment. 


Incorporated Self-employed: Earnings for the incor- 
porated self employed are (with a few exceptions) 
wages and salaries plus dividends. Due to the fact 
that they are not categorised separately, wages and 
salaries earned by incorporated self employed indi- 
viduals working for someone else at a second job are 
included in the total earnings of this group. Also 
included are dividends received which are not related 
to the individuals business. Due to these two inclu- 
sions, the earnings of the incorporated self employed 
are, to a small degree, overstated (in the first seven 
months of 1997, only 1% of the incorporated self em- 
ployed worked for someone else as a second job). 


Employees (private) — Those who work as employees of 
a private firm or business. 


Employees (government or public) — Those who work for 
a local, provincial or federal government, for a govern- 
ment service or agency, a crown corporation, or a govern- 
ment owned public establishment such as a school or a 
hospital. 


Employment — Employed persons are those who, during 
the reference week did any work for pay or profit, or had 
a job and were absent from work. 


Goods-Producing Industries (or goods sector, or goods 
industries) — Includes: agriculture; other primary indus- 
tries (forestry, fishing and trapping; mines, quarries and 
oil wells); manufacturing; construction; and utilities (elec- 
tric power, gas and water). 


Industry — The general nature of the business carried out 
by the employer for whom the respondent works (main job 
only). If a person did not have a job during the survey 
reference week, the information is collected for the last 
job held, providing the person worked within the previ- 
ous twelve months. 


Involuntary Part-time — (See Reasons for Part-time). 


Job tenure — The number of consecutive months a person 
has worked for the current (or, if employed within the pre- 
vious twelve months, the most recent) employer. The in- 
dividual may have worked in one or more occupations or 
in one or more locations, or have experienced periods of 
temporary layoff with recall and still be considered to 
have continuous tenure if the employer has not changed. 
But if a person has worked for the same employer over 
different periods of time, job tenure measures the most re- 
cent period of uninterrupted work. 


Labour Force — Civilian non-institutional population 15 
years of age and over who, during the survey reference 
week, were employed or unemployed. 


Level of Education — Highest level of schooling com- 
pleted. 


Marital Status — Refers to the marital status reported by 
the respondent. No differentiation is made between mar- 
ried and common-law relationships, both are classified as 
married in the survey. The classification of single is re- 
served for those who have never married, otherwise re- 
spondents are classified as either widowed or separated/ 
divorced. 


Main Job — When a respondent holds more than one job 
or business, the job or business involving the greatest 
number of usual hours worked is considered to be the 
main job. The full and part-time status and industry and 
occupation information available from the survey refer to 
the main job, as does information for employees on 
wages, union status, job permanency, and workplace size. 
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Moonlighting — Term used to describe multiple job hold- 
ers (ie. someone who is “moonlighting” holds more than 
one job). 


Net income from self-employment — Net income (gross 
income minus expenses) received from self-employment 
either on own account or in partnership in an unincorpo- 
rated business or in an independent professional practice. 
Included here is net income from operating a farm as well 
as that received from roomers and boarders. 


Occupation — Refers to the kind of work persons were do- 
ing during the reference week, as determined by the kind 
of work reported and the description of the most impor- 
tant duties. For those not currently employed, informa- 
tion on occupation is collected for the most recent job 
held within the previous year. 


Own Account Self-employed — Refers to the self-em- 
ployed who do not have any employees. 


Part-time/Full-time — Part-time employment consists of 
persons who usually work less than 30 hours per week at 
their main or only job. Full-time employment consists of 
persons who usually work 30 hours or more per week at 
their main or only job. This information is available for 
those currently employed or who last worked within the 
previous year. 


Part-time Employment Rate — Total number of people 
working part-time expressed as a percentage of those who 
were employed. 


Population — The target population covered by the survey 
corresponds to all persons aged 15 years and over resid- 
ing in the provinces of Canada, with the exception of the 
following: persons living on Indian reserves, full-time 
members of the regular Armed Forces, and persons living 
in institutions (for example, inmates of penal institutions 
and patients in hospitals or nursing homes who have re- 
sided in the institution for more than six months). 


Public/Private Sector Employment — The public sector 
includes employees in public administration at the federal, 
provincial and municipal levels, as well as in Crown cor- 
porations, liquor control boards and other government in- 
stitutions, such as schools, government owned hospitals 
and public libraries. The private sector comprises all other 
employees and self-employed owners of businesses (in- 
cluding unpaid family workers in those businesses), and 
self-employed persons without businesses. 


Reason for Working Part-time — Prior to the introduction 
of the revised questionnaire in January 1997, all persons 
whose total usual work hours at all jobs or businesses 
were below 30 per week were asked their reason for work- 
ing part-time. Reasons included: own illness, personal or 
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family responsibilities, going to school, could only find 
part-time work, did not want full-time work, other, and 
full-time work under 30 hours. This last category of re- 
spondents were redefined as full-time workers and not 
counted in any part-time estimates. Those who could 
only find part-time work were considered involuntary 
part-time workers, the best estimate of the number of un- 
deremployment. All others were considered voluntary 
part-timers. 


Beginning January 1997, all respondents who usually 
worked less than 30 hours per week at their main or only 
job are asked if they want to work more or less than 30 
hours at a (single) job or business. Depending on the re- 
sponse, the main reason for working part-time is col- 
lected. For those who respond that they want to work less 
than 30 hours (voluntary part-timers), the main reason 
for not wanting to work 30 or more hours per week is col- 
lected. Responses include: own illness, personal or fam- 
ily responsibilities, going to school, personal preference, 
other. 


For those who respond that they want to work 30 or 
more hours per week, the main reason for working less 
than 30 hours is collected. Responses include: own ill- 
ness, personal or family responsibilities, going to school, 
business conditions, could not find work with 30 or more 
hours, other. Those whose response is “business condi- 
tions” or “could not find work with 30 or more hours” are 
considered involuntary part-time workers. Involuntary 
part-timers are asked if they looked for work with 30 or 
more hours during the past four weeks. Those who 
searched for full-time work are considered to be underem- 
ployed. The change in concepts and definitions intro- 
duced in January 1997 results in a complete break in the 
involuntary part-time series. 


School — any educational establishment (primary, second- 
ary, community college, junior college, CEGEP, university 
or others). 


Seasonal Adjustment — Fluctuations in economic time se- 
ries are caused by seasonal, cyclical and irregular move- 
ments. A seasonally adjusted series is one from which 
seasonal movements have been eliminated. Seasonal 
movements are defined as those which are caused by 
regular annual events such as climate, holidays, vacation 
periods and cycles related to crops, production and retail 
sales associated with Christmas and Easter. It should be 
noted that the seasonally adjusted series contain irregu- 
lar as well as longer-term cyclical fluctuations. 


The seasonal adjustment program is a complicated 
computer program which differentiates between these 
seasonal, cyclical and irregular movements in a series 
over a number of years and, on the basis of past move- 
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ments, estimates appropriate seasonal factors for current 
data. On an annual basis, the historic series of seasonally 
adjusted data are revised in light of the most recent infor- 
mation on changes in seasonality. 


Self-employed — There are three types of individuals who 
are considered self-employed: 


Working owners of incorporated businesses: Work- 
ing owners of an incorporated business, farm or pro- 
fessional practice. This group is further subdivided 
into those with and without paid help 


Working owners of unincorporated businesses and 
other self-employed: Working owners of a business, 
farm or professional practice that is not incorporated 
and self-employed persons who do not have a busi- 
ness (for example, baby-sitters and newspaper carri- 
ers). This group is further subdivided into those with 
and without paid help 


Unpaid family workers: Persons who work without 
pay on a farm or in a business or professional prac- 
tice owned and operated by another family member 
living in the same dwelling. 


Shift-Share Analysis — From the point of view of shift- 
share analysis, the increase in the overall (national-level) 
self-employment rate between two periods of time is the 
result of two factors. First, a greater proportion of work- 
ers could be employed in industries or occupations where 
self-employment is common. Second, it is possible that a 
greater proportion in individual industries/occupations 
could be self-employed. Using a formula noted below, it 
is possible to quantify each of these two effects on the 
self-employment rate. 


Dai Dice i. dai,bi, 
EE DEC à bi,) ra Zi (a: 7 ai, 


cs Dai Die 3 bi) ii ai (bis, = bi)] 


where a;, = the self-employment rate in industry or oc- 
cupation i at time t. 


Ai, ges ile self-employment rate in industry or oc- 
cupation 1 at time t+1 


bi, = the number of people employed in industry 
or occupation i as a proportion of total em- 
ployment at time t (employment share at 
time t) 

bi,,;= the number of people employed in industry 


or occupation 1 as a proportion of total em- 
ployment at time t+1 (employment share at 
time t+1) 
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Service-Producing Industries (or service sector or serv- 
ice industries) — Includes: transportation, storage, com- 
munications; trade (wholesale and retail); finance, 
insurance and real estate; community, business and per- 
sonal services (services); and public administration. 


Underemployment — (See Reasons for Part-time). 


Unemployment — Unemployed persons are those who did 
not work during reference week and were available for 
work. They also had to have looked for work in the past 
four weeks unless they were on temporary layoff or had 
a job to start within the next four weeks. 


Usual Hours Worked — Usual hours for employees refers 
to their normal paid or contract hours, not counting any 
overtime. For the self-employed and for unpaid family 
workers, usual hours refer to the number of hours usually 
worked by the respondent in a typical week, regardless of 
whether they were paid. 


Voluntary Part-time — (See Reasons for Part-time). 
Youths — Individuals aged 15-24 years of age. 


Wages and salaries — Gross wages and salaries before 
deductions for such items as income taxes, unemployment 
insurance and pension plans, and excluding fringe ben- 
efits and income in kind. 


Data Sources 


Labour Force Update: The self-employed used much pre- 
viously unpublished data. If required, this and similar 
data can be made available on a cost-recovery basis. 
However, it also relied on data and ideas found in the fol- 
lowing publications: 


The Labour Force Survey 


The Labour Force, Statistics Canada Catalogue 
71-001-XPB 

Labour Force Information, 
Catalogue 71-001-PPB 

Historical Labour Force Statistics, Statistics Canada 
Catalogue 71-201 Annual 

Labour Force Annual Averages, Statistics Canada 
Catalogue 71-220 Annual 

Labour Force Historical Review CD-ROM 


Statistics Canada 


Survey of Consumer Finances 


Income Distributions by Size in Canada, Statistics 
Canada Catalogue 13-207-XPB 


There are a number of other publications on the subject 
of self-employment. They include: 
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Definitions, data sources and survey methodology 


A Note on Self-employment by Henry Pold in “Perspec- 
tives on Labour and Income”, Statistics Canada Cata- 
logue no. 75-001, Volume 3, no. 4, Winter 1991. 


Enterprising Canadians: The Self-employed in Canada 
by Gary L. Cohen, Statistics Canada Catalogue no. 71-536, 
1988. 


Labour Force Update: Hours of Work by Geoff Bowlby, 
Jean-Marc Levesque and Deborah Sunter, Statistics 
Canada Catalogue no. 71-005, Volume 1, no. 2, Summer 
1997. 


Recent Developments in Self-Employment in “OECD Em- 
ployment Outlook”, OECD, Paris, July 1992. 


Self-employment in Canada by lan Macredie, Statistics 
Canada Catalogue no. 71-601 no. 45., 1985 


Self-employment in OECD countries, in “OECD Employ- 
ment Outlook”, OECD, Paris, September 1986 


The Changing Picture of Self-employment in Britain by 
Mark Taylor, Institute for Labour Research, University of 
Essex, Working Papers of the ESRC Research Centre on 
Micro-social Change Paper Number 97-9, 1997. 


The Renaissance of Self-employment by Susan Crompton 
in “Perspectives on Labour and Income”, Statistics 
Canada Catalogue no. 75-001, Volume 5, no. 2, Summer 
1993. 


Labour Force Survey Methodology 


The LFS is a monthly household survey of a sample of in- 
dividuals who are representative of the civilian, non-insti- 
tutionalized population 15 years of age or older in 
Canada’s ten provinces. Specifically excluded from the 
survey’s coverage are residents of the Yukon and North- 
west Territories, persons living on Indian Reserves, full- 
time members of the Canadian Armed Forces and inmates 
of institutions. These groups together represent an ex- 
clusion of approximately 2% of the population aged 15 or 
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Canada’s population lives in various geographic areas 
such as provinces and regions within provinces. For the 
purposes of sampling, the population in these areas is 
further partitioned into strata, in order to maximize the re- 
liability of the estimates while keeping collection costs at 
a minimum. Households in strata are not selected directly. 
Instead each stratum is divided into clusters, and then a 
sample of clusters is selected in the stratum. Then, in 
each selected cluster, a sample of households is chosen. 
Chosen in this fashion, the sample is representative of 
the population. 


The number of households sampled across the coun- 
try has varied over the years as a result of varying levels 
of funding, and improvements in the survey design. The 
sample size has been 52,350 households since July 1995. 
The sample is allocated to provinces and strata within 
provinces in the way that best meets the need for reliable 
estimates at various geographic levels. These include na- 
tional, provincial, census metropolitan areas (large cities), 
economic regions, and employment insurance regions. 


The LFS follows a rotating panel sample design, in 
which households remain in the sample for six consecu- 
tive months. The total sample consists of six representa- 
tive sub-samples or panels, and each month a panel is 
replaced after completing its six month stay in the survey. 
Outgoing households are replaced by households in the 
same or a similar area. This results in a five-sixths month- 
to-month sample overlap, which makes the design effi- 
cient for estimating month-to-month changes. The 
rotation after six months prevents undue respondent bur- 
den for households that are selected for the survey. 


Demographic information is obtained for all persons in 
a household for whom the selected dwelling is the usual 
place of residence. LFS information is obtained for all ci- 
vilian household members 15 years of age or older. Re- 
spondent burden is minimized for the elderly (age 70 and 
over) by carrying forward their responses for the initial 
interview to the subsequent five months in survey. 


Some Other Sources of Self-employment data 


Survey of Labour and Income Dynamics (SLID) 


SLID is a longitudinal household survey conducted by 
Statistics Canada. It is designed to capture changes in 
the economic well-being of individuals and families over 
time and the determinants of their well-being. Individuals 
originally selected for the survey are interviewed once or 
twice per year for six years to collect information about 
their labour market experiences, income and family circum- 
stances. The first reference year of the survey was 1993. 


Information by class of worker is available. 


For further information about SLID, contact Alison 
Hale at (613) 951-3257 , e-mail: hale@statcan.ca 


The Census of Population 


Conducted every five years since 1971, the Census col- 
lects labour market information from a one in five sample 
of the entire population. Included is information on class 
of worker. 
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Definitions, data sources and survey methodology 


For more information, contact Ron Logan at (613) 951- 
6909, e-mail: loganron@statcan.ca. 


Survey of Consumer Finances 


The Survey of Consumer Finances is designed to collect 
detailed data on the income of individuals, families and 
households. Because it is a supplement to the Labour 
Force Survey, one can identify respondents by class of 
worker in order to study their earnings as well as other 
sources of income. 


For more information, contact Kevin Bishop at (613) 
951-2211, e-mail: bishkev@statcan.ca 


1995 Survey of Work Arrangements 


In November 1995, Statistics Canada, in partnership with 
Human Resources Development Canada conducted the 
Survey of Work Arrangements as a supplement to the La- 
bour Force Survey. Among many other questions, this 
survey asked respondents: a) the weekly schedule of the 
self-employed; b) whether they operated their businesses 
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from home; c) the number of employees hired by the self- 
employed; and d) the main reason for being self-em- 
ployed. 


For more information, please contact Ernest 
Akyeampong at (613) 951-4624, e-mail: akyeern@statcan.ca. 


Small Area and Administrative Data Division 


Self-employment income is calculated by using data from 
the Revenue Canada personal income tax returns. In- 
cluded are all those reporting self-employment income, 
whether such income was earned during the entire taxa- 
tion year or only a part of the year. The information is for 
net income, and is also available according to the type of 
self-employment income (farm/fish employment income, 
business income, professional income, and commission 
income). Data are available for Canada, the provinces/ter- 
ritories, and all levels of postal geography, down to the 
level of letter carrier routes. 


For more information, contact Paul Francoeur at (613) 
951-4743, e-mail: paul@statcan.ca 
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Table 14 
Class of worker by age and sex, Canada, 1989, 1993 and 1996 
Total Total self- SE, own SE, Total self- SE, own SE: 
employed employed account employers employed account employers 
(Thousands) (Percent of total employed) 
1996 15+ Both sexes 1567672 2,266.6 PS6" S521 16.6% 9.9% 6.2% 
Men 7,478.9 1,488.9 822.0 653.6 19.9% 11.0% 8.7% 
Women 6519723 7417 534.8 198.6 12.5% 8.6% 5270 
15-24 Both sexes 2,039.6 144.2 1176 12.6 Tel Yo 5.8% 0.6% 
Men 1,052.4 (PASI 54.2 3 6.9% 5.2% 0.9% 
Women 987.2 hile 63.5 Sn 7.2% 6.4% 0.4% 
25-54 Both sexes LOPS Sr 1,690.4 980.7 GTA 16.4% 9574 6.6% 
Men S0052 1,100.6 585.5 S353 19.6% 10.4% 9.2% 
Women 4,712.3 589.8 395.3 163.9 12°5% 8.4% 3.5% 
DIS: Both sexes 1824101 432.0 258.6 1625 32.7% 19.6% 12.3% 
Men 823.3 Sa, 182.5 hoe? 38.3% 222% 15.9% 
Women 497.8 116.3 76.2 3173 23.4% 15.3% 6.3% 
1993 15+ Both sexes 13,014.7 2,056.4 113477 849.0 15.8% 8.7% 6.5% 
Men FLE 1,394.1 1059 669.8 19.6% 9.9% 9.4% 
Women 5,888.6 662.3 428.8 LAD 2 27% 7.3% 3.0% 
15-24 Both sexes 2,060.5 15129 USES ARS 7.4% 5.8% 0.6% 
Men 1,045.1 76.6 Si) 1 9.9 7.3% 5.1% 0.9% 
Women 1,015.4 ew 65.4 2.6 7.4% 6.4% 0.3% 
25-54 Both sexes 9,698.1 15211 799.2 682.3 1527170 8.2% 7.0% 
Men 5,293.0 1,026.0 492.8 529.7 19.4% 9.3% 10.0% 
Women 4,405.1 495.1 306.4 15255 11.2% 7.0% 3.5% 
Sere Both sexes 1,256.1 383.4 21782 154.4 30.5% 17.3% 12.3% 
Men 788.0 291:5 160.2 130.3 37.0% 20.3% 16.5% 
Women 468.1 92.0 56.9 24.2 19.7% 12.2% 5.2% 
1989 15+ Both sexes 13,086.0 1,809.1 934.8 806.0 13.8% 7.1% 6.2% 
Men 7,356.4 1,248.6 596.4 638.9 17.0% 8.1% 8.7% 
Women 33/296 560.5 338.4 167.2 9.8% 5.9% 2.9% 
15-24 Both sexes 2,516.9 136.1 iO Sisk LES 5.4% 4.1% 0.7% 
Men 30987 71.6 48.6 137 S 00 3.7% 1.0% 
Women Le ZO? 64.4 54.5 4.4 5.3% 4.5% 0.4% 
25-54 Both sexes 9,265.1 128265 647.6 639.0 14.3% 7.0% 6.9% 
Men SE) 7 912-7 408.5 501.7 17.6% HET 9.6% 
Women 4,065.4 413.8 239" ISTES 10.2% 5.9% 3.4% 
S5 Both sexes 1,304.0 346.5 184.4 149.3 26.6% 14.1% 11.4% 
Men 847.1 264.3 139.6 123.6 31.2% 16.5% 14.6% 
Women 456.9 82.2 44.8 2 SI 18.0% 9.8% 5.6% 
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Table 15 
Class of worker by province, 1996 
Total Total self- SE, own SE, Total self- SE, own SE, 
employed employed account employers employed account employers 
(Thousands) (Percent of total employed) 
Newfoundland WSS Both sexes 189.7 2675 14.5 1 ee) 14.0% 7.6% 6.2% 
Men 104.2 18.8 9.4 9.3 18.0% 9.0% 8.9% 
Women 85.6 Toll rail 2.4 9.0% 6.0% 2.8% 
15-24 Both sexes DIS D 2.4 0.4 9.4% 8.4% 1.4% 
Men 14.6 1.4 128 0.3 9.6% 8.9% 210% 
Women LEA Re 1:22 DS 9.2% Spore 3.5% 
25-54 Both sexes 148.3 19.8 HORS 9.3 13.4% 6.9% 6.3% 
Men 81 172 6.7 TA 17.5% 8.3% 9.1% 
Women 67.3 56 Bus 1.9 8.3% 5.2% 2.8% 
55+ Both sexes 1s 4 1.9 2h 317376 14.8% 16.4% 
Men 8.6 Baill aS WS. 36.0% 17.4% 19.8% 
Women 4.2 0.9 .6 0.5 21.4% 14.3% 11.9% 
Prince Edward {ST Both sexes 60.1 10.8 Se 4.7 18.0% 9.7% 7.8% 
Island Men 32.3 7.8 3.8 3.9 24.1% 11.8% APS 
Women 27.8 3 19 0.8 10.8% 6.8% 2.9% 
15-24 Both sexes 11 0.8 O7 Oz 12290 6.4% 0.9% 
Men 546 0 OFZ 0 5.4% 3.6% 0.0% 
Women 513 0.4 0.4 0 7.5% TES 0.0% 
25-54 Both sexes 43.4 7.6 Bay SA SVE 8.5% 8.5% 
Men 2872 5.6 2.4 322 24.1% 10.3% 13.8% 
Women 20.2 2 eS 0.6 9.9% 6.4% 3.0% 
Se Both sexes 5.8 2.4 (ES 0.8 41.4% 25.9% 13.8% 
Men 3.6 1.8 1,2 0.6 50.0% 36.1% 16.7% 
Women Da 0.6 0.4 0.2 DEN 18.2% 9.1% 
Nova Scotia (IS Both sexes 385 59.9 25 DORE 15.6% 9.1% 6.0% 
Men POG <All Sih 18.4 18.3 17.9% 8.9% 8.8% 
Women 177.9 DNS 16.6 4.9 12.8% 9.3% 2.8% 
15-24 Both sexes 60.5 WS 6 0.7 12.4% 11.1% 17226, 
Men 30.5 31 D 0.6 10.2% 8.9% 2.0% 
Women 30 4.4 4 0.6 14.7% 152370 2.0% 
25-54 Both sexes 291.3 AWD) | pe 1729 14.5% 7.9% 6.1% 
Men 154.9 DiGi 12.4 14.3 LE 8.0% 9.2% 
Women 1363 1573 10.6 sf 112220 7.8% 2.1% 
Se Both sexes 3878 10.3 523 4.7 30.9% 15.9% 14.1% 
Men OAT Ue? 375 ell 58229 16.1% (AS 
Women 1076 3.1 2 1.1 26.7% 17.2% 9.5% 
New Brunswick 15+ Both sexes 312.8 46.6 2528 19.9 14.9% 8.2% 6.4% 
Men 169 30.6 14 hows 18.1% 8.3% 9.8% 
Women 143.8 16 TEAS 3.6 11.1% 8.2% 2.5% 
15-24 Both sexes 49.9 4.8 4.4 0.5 9.6% 8.8% 1.0% 
Men 2541 D333 2 0.4 9.2% 8.4% 1.6% 
Women 24.8 PISE BL (059 10.1% 9.7% 0.8% 
25-54 Both sexes 236.9 5571 1728 15.8 14.2% 12900 6.7% 
Men 127-8 DE 9.5 (258 17.4% 7.4% 10.0% 
Women 109 11.4 7.8 2.9 10.5% TAY 2.7% 
554 Both sexes 26 8.1 4.1 59 516222 15.8% 15.0% 
Men l'E 6 2.6 3.4 37.3% 16.1% DAL 
Women 9.9 Dj 1.6 0.6 Dees 16.2% 6.1% 
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Table 15 — Continued 
Class of worker by province, 1996 


Total Total self- SE, own SES Total self- SE, own SE, 
employed employed account employers employed account employers 

(Thousands) (Percent of total employed) 
Quebec IS Both sexes S52 1256 493.9 28309 NO 15.4% 8.8% 6.0% 
Men 1826 33079 Ars 15622 18.6% 9.6% 8.8% 
Women 1434 163 112.4 37 11.4% 7.8% 2.6% 
15-24 Both sexes 449 33 ASE) 27 7.3% 5.8% 0.8% 
Men 238.9 18.4 13.4 su 7.7% 5.6% 128070 
Women 210 14.6 1225 0.7 6.9% 5.9% 0.3% 
25-54 Both sexes 2,484.4 384.4 214.9 159.4 Sno 8.6% 6.4% 
Men 153 6122 256.1 127.8 12757 18.8% 9.4% 9.4% 
Women 11252 128.4 87 Sey 11.4% TIRE 2.8% 
Ser Both sexes DBD: 76.4 43.1 30.5 27.4% 15.4% 10.9% 
Men 178.6 5655 30.3 258 31.5% 17.0% 14.4% 
Women 100.7 20 1228 4.7 19.9% 12.7% 4.7% 
Ontario Spee Both sexes SES TOI 195% 484.6 295 15.0% 9.1% 5.6% 
Men 2881 520.3 20573 220.8 18.1% 10.2% 7.7% 
Women 2,429.8 275.4 189.2 74.2 11.3% 7.8% 3.1% 
15-24 Both sexes Tile 46 38.4 4.6 5.9% 4.9% 0.6% 
Men 39522 23.6 18.3 Sia 6.0% 4.6% 0.9% 
Women 382.7 22.4 20.3 ies: 5.9% 5.3% 0.3% 
25-54 Both sexes 4,000.3 SS 35021 226% 14.8% 8.9% SAT 0 
Men 216287 381.9 214.7 166.5 177% 9.9% 7.7% 
Women 83026 209.5 141.4 59.6 11.4% 7.7% 3.2% 
Dr Both sexes 53255 RSS 90.3 64.9 29.7% 17.0% 12.2% 
Men 32371 114.7 62.4 SES 35.5% 19.3% 15.9% 
Women 209.4 43.5 Des 1525 20.8% 13.3% 6.4% 
Manitoba LS Both sexes S2SES 89.8 53.8 3275 17.1% 10.2% 6.2% 
Men 288.2 61 34.9 24.9 212256 12.1% 8.6% 
Women LOTS 28.9 18.9 7.6 12.2% 8.0% 32290 
15-24 Both sexes 91 5.6 50 0.6 6.2% 4.3% 0.7% 
Men 47.5 2.8 17 0.6 5.9% 3.6% 15306 
Women 43.3 2.8 2.4 0.2 6.5% SOV 0.5% 
25-54 Both sexes Sey ll 63.5 36.4 25.4 16.6% 9.5% 6.6% 
Men 206.5 42.4 2371 Est 20.5% 11.2% 9.2% 
Women (WSEC Dil 1875 6.3 12.0% 7.6% 3.6% 
ss Both sexes SALE 20.8 1576 6.6 39.6% 25.9% 12.6% 
Men 34.2 IS Hoss 5.5 46.2% 30.1% 16.1% 
Women 18.4 5 323 12 BY YE 192990 6.5% 
Saskatchewan [Sige Both sexes 461.2 TON 74.4 36.8 253 16.1% 8.0% 
Men DS ES ou 49.8 21 31.0% 19.6% 11.0% 
Women 20 38 24.6 mag, 18.3% 11.8% 4.3% 
15-24 Both sexes 78 8.2 6.6 0.6 10.5% 8.5% 0.8% 
Men 41.4 4.2 322 ORS 10.1% LT 1.2% 
Women 36.6 39 325 0.3 10.7% 9.6% 0.8% 
25-54 Both sexes 322,3 153 45.2 27.6 23.4% 14.0% 8.6% 
Men Bes 49.8 2D) DD 20.6 28.7% 16.8% 11.9% 
Women 148.5 2525 16.1 6.9 WZ 10.8% 4.6% 
Shs Both sexes 60.9 33,2 DD) 8.8 54.5% 37.4% 14.4% 
Men 56 24.7 17.6 7 64.5% 46.0% 18.3% 
Women DD AS 8.5 SE 1.8 37.6% 23.0% 8.0% 
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Table 15 — Concluded 
Class of worker by province, 1996 


Total Total self- SE, own SE, Total self- SE, own SE, 
employed employed account employers employed account employers 
(Thousands) (Percent of total employed) 
Alberta Se Both sexes 1,412.7 288.1 179 101.4 20.4% 12.7% 12% 
Men USS 185.5 107.6 el 23.8% 13.8% 9.7% 
Women 633.2 102.6 Tass DSI 16.2% 11.3% 4.1% 
15-24 Both sexes 2324] thes 32 1.6 7.5% 5:7%0 0.7% 
Men 12277 8.6 SN 1 7.0% 4.6% 0.8% 
Women 109.5 8.7 TES 0.6 7.9% 6.8% — 0.5% 
25-54 Both sexes 1,045.4 MMS 12597 81.8 20.2% 12.0% — 7.8% 
Men STE. 18527 YRS 60.7 23.4% 12.8% 10.6% 
Women 474.2 TEKS 527 2181 16.4% 11.1% 4.4% 
Sah Both sexes 18522 59.5 40.1 18.1 44.0% 29.7% 13.4% 
Men Sed 43.2 29 14 50.4% 33.8% 16.3% 
Women 49.5 No.2 1102 4.1 327700 22.6% 8.3% 
British Sat Both sexes 1,805.8 338.8 200.1 133.8 18.8% 11.1% 7.4% 
Columbia Men 985.5 218.5 WW 100.2 22.2% 11.9% 10.2% 
Women 820.3 120.4 Sa) 5376 14.7% 10.1% 4.1% 
15-24 Both sexes 261.8 See 16.1 Rag 7.0% 6.1% 0.6% 
Men SH 7.8 6.2 2 5.9% 4.7% 0.9% 
Women 130.8 10.5 9.8 0.5 8.0% 7.5% 0.4% 
25-54 Both sexes 123611 261.3 148.1 110.3 19.2% 10.9% 8.1% 
Men 740.9 167.8 86.7 81 22.6% eyo 10.9% 
Women 620.2 985 61.4 29.4 ISA 9.9% 4.7% 
55+ Both sexes 182.8 50 35.9 DN 32.4% 19.6% 12.0% 
Men 11326 42.9 24.3 18.1 37.8% 21.4% 15.9% 
Women 69.3 16.4 ASG 3.8 23.7% 16.7% 5.5% 
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Table 16 
Levels and rate of self-employment by industry, Canada, 1989, 1993 and 1996 

1989 1993 1996 

(000) 
Goods-Producing 
Total employed ST ts: 3,447.7 3,681.3 
Self-employed 672.5 688.3 718.9 
Self-employment rate 17.1% 20.0% 19.5% 
Service-Producing 
Total employed 91582 9,567.0 9,994.9 
Self-employed 1136.6 1368.1 1547.7 
Self-employment rate 12.4% 14.3% 15.5% 
Agriculture 
Total employed 438.1 450.5 453.3 
Self-employed 2975 299.7 304.8 
Self-employment rate 67.9% 66.5% 67.2% 
Other Primary 
Total employed 303.5 260.3 2799 
Self-employed 45.5 47.3 46.2 
Self-employment rate 15.0% 18.2% 16.5% 
Manufacturing 
Total employed 2,235.4 1289822 208255 
Self-employed S150 DST 11222 
Self-employment rate 4.1% 521170 5.4% 
Construction 
Total employed 809.0 694.3 718.6 
Self-employed 236.0 244.7 254.0 
Self-employment rate 29.2% 352270 35287 
Transportation, Communication 
and Other Utilities 

Total employed 1,008.2 960.8 12011976 
Self-employed 76.4 81.6 97.4 
Self-employment rate 7.6% 8.5% 9.6% 
Trade 
Total employed 29208 Dd DSP) 3) 273 61m 
Self-employed 363.6 398.0 422.7 
Self-employment rate Soe 17.7% 17.9% 
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Table 16 — Concluded 
Levels and rate of self-employment by industry, Canada, 1989, 1993 and 1996 


1989 £993 1996 
(000) 

Finance, Insurance and Real Estate 
Total employed 768.8 810.4 719970 
Self-employed 68.1 89.8 Late ee, 
Self-employment rate 8.9% 11.1% 14.1% 
Service ! 
Total employed 4,351.9 4,790.0 5,14 152 
Self-employed 630.1 799.6 916.7 
Self-employment rate 14.5% 16.7% 17.8% 
Business Services 
Total employed 699.6 743.7 918.6 
Self-employed 168.3 219.3 294.3 
Self-employment rate 24.1% 29.5% 32.0% 
Educational Services 
Total employed 836.0 92740 97920 
Self-employed 112200) 24.6 27.8 
Self-employment rate 2.0% 2.7% 3.0% 
Health & Social Services 
Total employed 125871 Lie |! 425.7 
Self-employed 78.2 LISE 12575 
Self-employment rate 6.3% 8.3% 8.8% 
Accomodation & Food Services 
Total employed 779.6 819.4 20) 
Self-employed GA 89.0 100.0 
Self-employment rate 9.8% 10.9% 11.2% 
Other Services 
Total employed 802.7 917.8 974.9 
Self-employed 2907 9127 369.0 


Self-employment rate 36.2% 38.3% 572970 
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Table 17 


Levels and rate of self-employment by occupation, Canada, 1989, 1993 and 1996 


Managerial 
Total employed 
Self-employed 


Self-employment rate 


Natural sciences 
Total employed 
Self-employed 


Self-employment rate 


Social sciences 
Total employed 
Self-employed 


Self-employment rate 


Teaching and related 
Total employed 
Self-employed 


Self-employment rate 


Health and Medicine 
Total employed 
Self-employed 


Self-employment rate 


Artistic 
Total employed 
Self-employed 


Self-employment rate 


Clerical 
Total employed 
Self-employed 


Self-employment rate 


Sales 
Total employed 
Self-employed 


Self-employment rate 
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1989 


1,620.1 
2289 
14.1% 


485.4 
42.7 
8.8% 


22982 
279 
12.2% 


549.3 
137 
3.4% 


654.6 
65.0 
9.9% 


245.2 
74.2 
30.3% 


2 LS TES 
S750 
2.6% 


1,224.6 
SOA, 
24.7% 


1993 1996 
(000) 

1,769.0 1,899.5 
221.4 232.0 
12.5% 12.2% 
513.8 544.7 

56.6 Pia 
11.0% 13.2% 
292.9 305.1 

47.5 45.5 
16.2% 14.9% 
627.3 635.3 

26.0 29.8 
4.1% 4.7% 
729.7 744.5 

84.7 88.3 
11.6% 11.9% 
rue 320.0 
105.6 125.9 
38.8% 39.3% 

2,043.5 1,948.2 

59.5 70.6 
2.9% 3.6% 

127371 1,374.3 
362.1 414.8 
28.4% 30.2% 
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Table 17 — Concluded 
Levels and rate of self-employment by occupation, Canada, 1989, 1993 and 1996 


1989 1908 1996 
(000) 
Service 
Total employed 127297 1,800.6 1,896.9 
Self-employed 262.5 31156 354.7 
Self-employment rate 15.2% iO 18.7% 
Primary occupations (including 
agriculture) 

Total employed 608.5 613.4 619.0 
Self-employed 339.4 354.8 356.4 
Self-employment rate 55-8270 57.8% 57.6% 
Processing 
Total employed 430.7 341.4 360.3 
Self-employed 12.4 14.3 16.6 
Self-employment rate 2.9% 4.2% 4.6% 
Machining 
Total employed 240.4 186.7 216.0 
Self-employed 12.8 14.7 18.4 
Self-employment rate 5.3% 7.9% 8.5% 
Product Fabricating 
Total employed On ss: 958.0 1,086.2 
Self-employed JS 108.2 12529 
Self-employment rate 8.9% 11.3% 11.6% 
Construction 
Total employed 787.4 669.4 684.9 
Self-employed 1902 200.2 Dales 
Self-employment rate 24.2% 297000 30.9% 
Transportation Equipment Operating 
Total employed 493.2 460.8 51163 
Self-employed 657 73.0 86.8 
Self-employment rate 183% 15.8% 16.8% 
Material Handling and Other Crafts 
Total employed 459.4 427.5 491.1 
Self-employed 10.9 1225 174 


Self-employment rate 2.4% 2.9% 3.6% 
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Table 18 
Levels and rate of self-employment by industry and province, 1996 


Prince 

Newfoundland Edward Island Nova Scotia New Brunswick Quebec 
Total 
Total employed 189.7 60.1 385.0 312:8 352126 
Self-employed 2685 10.8 59.9 46.6 493.6 
Self-employment rate 14.0% 18.0% 15.6% 14.9% 15.4% 
Agriculture 
Total employed 0.9 4.2 Pal 6.3 78.3 
Self-employed 0 2.0 3.4 2.6 49.7 
Self-employment rate 33.3% 47.6% 47.9% 41.3% 63.5% 
Other Primary 
Total employed Ges Diet iS al 1229 22 
Self-employed 8.3 1.8 4.8 4.4 6.1 
Self-employment rate 50.3% 66.7% 31.8% 34.1% 16.1% 
Manufacturing 
Total employed 14.3 5.8 38.6 3820 SiO) 
Self-employed 0.6 0.4 ef 1.8 Silas 
Self-employment rate 4.2% 6.9% 4.4% 4.6% 5.5% 
Construction 
Total employed 9.8 4.4 20.6 18.2 136.2 
Self-employed 2 1.0 6.5 4.8 41.1 
Self-employment rate 21.4% 224706 31.6% 26.4% 30.2% 
Transportation, Communication and 

Other Utilities 

Total employed LAS 22 4) 29.0 26.4 224.1 
Self-employed ja | 0.5 268 2-7 2153 
Self-employment rate 6.4% 13.5% 9.7% 10.2% 9.5% 
Trade 
Total employed at 10.2 7333 SO SOUS 
Self-employed 6.2 19 12.4 10.0 107.3 
Self-employment rate 17278 18.6% 16.9% 16.9% 195%0 
Finance, Insurance and Real Estate 
Total employed 5.8 22. 19.6 13.4 LORS 
Self-employed OT 0.4 25.3 ees 2682 
Self-employment rate 12.1% 17.4% SAA: 12.7% 13.7% 
Business Services 
Total employed 5.6 BoM DST 1558 199.4 
Self-employed 1.0 0.4 4.8 3.4 61.9 
Self-employment rate 17.9% 19.0% 2 TA 24.6% 31.0% 
Educational Services 
Total employed 17e 3.8 2923 21189 229.4 
Self-employed 0.2 0.0 0.6 0.4 4.8 
Self-employment rate 1.2% 2.0% 1.8% 2.1% 
Health & Social Services 
Total employed 26.8 653 46.2 36.4 361.9 
Self-employed [ah 0.3 2.6 Zl Sal 
Self-employment rate 4.1% 4.8% 5.9% 5.8% 10.3% 
Food & Accomodation 
Total employed 10.5 4.4 2675 19.8 204.0 
Self-employed 1b Al 0.3 3.0 AA) 26.8 
Self-employment rate 10.5% 6.8% 11.3% 10.1% 13.1% 
Other Services 
Total employed Miley 4.6 39,9) 251 215397 
Self-employed 3.0 1.8 (SI On 80.0 
Self-employment rate 335306 394170 46.9% 46.3% 37.4% 
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Appendix 


Table 18 — Concluded 


Levels and rate of self-employment by industry and province, 1996 


Total 

Total employed 
Self-employed 
Self-employment rate 


Agriculture 

Total employed 
Self-employed 
Self-employment rate 


Other Primary 
Total employed 
Self-employed 
Self-employment rate 


Manufacturing 
Total employed 
Self-employed 
Self-employment rate 


Construction 

Total employed 
Self-employed 
Self-employment rate 


Transportation, Communication 
and Other Utilities 

Total employed 

Self-employed 

Self-employment rate 

Trade 

Total employed 

Self-employed 

Self-employment rate 


Finance, Insurance and Real Estate 


Total employed 
Self-employed 
Self-employment rate 
Business Services 
Total employed 
Self-employed 
Self-employment rate 
Educational Services 
Total employed 
Self-employed 
Self-employment rate 
Health & Social Services 
Total employed 
Self-employed 
Self-employment rate 
Food & Accomodation 
Total employed 
Self-employed 
Self-employment rate 
Other Services 


Total employed 
Self-employed 
Self-employment rate 
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Ontario 


Manitoba 


British 

Saskatchewan Alberta Columbia 
461.2 12612247 1,805.8 
116.7 288.1 338.8 
25.3% 20.4% 18.8% 
Helene 95.5 33.6 
56.7 W335) 167 
79.4% 76.5% 49.7% 
16.7 MTS 50.2 
1.8 55 SN 
10.8% 74100 17.3% 
30.3 120.6 207.0 
2.0 eS 19.2 
6.6% 9.5% 9.3% 
19.1 92.5 126.9 
UA! 29.3 52.9 
38.7% 31.7% 41.7% 
34.0 LS oF! 102.7 
4.0 16.1 15.0 
11.8% 13.9% 11.0% 
80.3 23815 2 ûl 
1522 39.8 60.1 
18.9% 16.7% 19.0% 
2122 67.8 14276 
2.9 |i a) Dies 
IRL 17.6% 19.0% 
1554 103.6 1347 
4 5574 49.2 
SAS 34.2% 36.5% 
34.6 88.1 123.0 
0.9 D A0 8.3 
2.6% 27300 6.7% 
54125 1324 LISE 
3:38 ike’ 19.1 
7.4% 8.3% 10.9% 
TRS 98.8 136.8 
4.0 9.5 1 1 
14.4% 9.6% 8.2% 
29.9 107.6 145.1 
1823 Asn Sell 
44.5% 40.1% 39.3% 
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Table 19 
Levels and rate of self-employment by occupation and province, 1996 


Prince 

Newfoundland Edward Island Nova Scotia New Brunswick Quebec 
Total 
Total employed 189.7 60.1 385.0 312.8 S52 0276 
Self-employed 26.5 10.7 59.9 46.6 493.9 
Self-employment rate 14.0% 157096 15.5% 14.9% 15.4% 
Managerial 
Total employed 24.3 6.6 48.6 S740 435.1 
Self-employed TES 0:5 4.3 2.9 61.1 
Self-employment rate 6.3% 7.6% 8.8% 7.7% 14.0% 
Teaching 
Total employed 11.8 2.4 y 46 14.7 168.1 
Self-employed 0.3 0 0.8 0.4 Sa 
Self-employment rate 2.3% : 4.4% 2.9% 3.1% 
Medicine and Health 
Total employed 14.6 3.6 PRI Gl LOE? 202.6 
Self-employed 09 0.2 272 1.4 24.9 
Self-employment rate 6.5% 5.6% 10.1% 7.1% 12.3% 
Other Professionals 
Total employed 12:3 3.8 DOES DOES 27520 
Self-employed 1710 0.5 33 376 49.5 
Self-employment rate 8.3% 13.1% 17.8% 15.7% 18.0% 
Clerical 
Total employed 27.6 19 SDS 44.1 488.8 
Self-employed 0.4 02 11? 12 15.8 
Self-employment rate 1.6% 2.8% 25300 2.6% 3.2% 
Sales 
Total employed 18.6 529 41.3 31706 SA ISA 
Self-employed 55S es HDG Veil 9979 
Self-employment rate 29.4% 28.8% 28.1% 28.8% 32.1% 
Service 
Total employed 26.2 92 66.2 48.5 441.8 
Self-employed od! eT 14.8 10.6 6529 
Self-employment rate 14.2% 18.8% 22.4% 21.8% 19.4% 
Primary Occupations 
Total employed 14.9 6.6 20.6 16.9 100.0 
Self-employed SE 3.8 8.5 Vd 54.4 
Self-employment rate 58.2% 57.6% 41.3% 43.1% 54.3% 
Processing, Machining & Product 

Fabricating 

Total employed 14.6 5.6 SII 3592 428.2 
Self-employed 157 07 Sail 3.6 44.5 
Self-employment rate 11.5% 12.2% 8.1% 10.1% 10.4% 
Construction 
Total employed hy 4.1 21182 19.4 128.9 
Self-employed il ts 0.9 5.4 4.1 32.4 
Self-employment rate 16.3% 22.0% 25.2% 2 10 25.1% 
Transport Equipment Operating 
Total employed TES De, 14.6 es 114.3 
Self-employed 0.8 OFS 255 252 Ie 
Self-employment rate 10.8% 11.1% 16.8% 16.5% 15.3% 
Material Handling and Other Crafts 
Total employed 672 1.8 1 Eg INSET 
Self-employed 0.2 0.1 0.3 0.4 206 
Self-employment rate 3.2% 5.6% 2.3% 3.9% 2.4% 
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Table 19 — Concluded 
Levels and rate of self-employment by occupation and province, 1996 


British 

Ontario Manitoba Saskatchewan Alberta Columbia 
Total 
Total employed SOU SSS) 461.2 1,412.7 1,805.8 
Self-employed 1957 89.8 116.7 288.1 338.8 
Self-employment rate 15.0% 17.1% 25370 20.4% 18.8% 
Managerial 
Total employed HAS) 68.6 Da il LOSES 250.5 
Self-employed 87.4 Tas) SA 23.0 39.0 
Self-employment rate 11.2% 10.7% 9.6% eo 15.6% 
Teaching 
Total employed 230.9 26.0 2279 DOC RSS 
Self-employed 10.1 12 lil Mp) Sea 
Self-employment rate 4.4% 4.6% 4.8% 4.0% 9.9% 
Medicine and Health 
Total employed 261173 34.2 BSP) 68.8 90.5 
Self-employed 33.0 278 2.6 Wot 126 
Self-employment rate 12.6% 8.2% 9.2% 11.2% 132976 
Other Professionals 
Total employed 501.6 36.9 289 125.4 NOYAL 
Self-employed 102.5 SIM 4.5 BUS 42.5 
Self-employment rate 20.4% S376 IS 22.2% 25.4% 
Clerical 
Total employed 756.6 72.4 DÉS Seo 257.0 
Self-employed 2502 272 Dee D5 12.6 
Self-employment rate 32300 3.1% 4.2% 5.1% 4.9% 
Sales 
Total employed 537.0 48.1 41.4 Kore) 202.9 
Self-employed 154.6 13.4 1252 42.2 6575 
Self-employment rate 28.8% 27.8% 31.9% 31.0% 31.3% 
Service 
Total employed TOUS 72.4 64.8 DOMES 250 
Self-employed 124.6 (DES 14.4 38.3 48.3 
Self-employment rate 17.6% 17.2% 222070 19.0% 18.6% 
Primary Occupations 
Total employed 148.0 43.2 78.2 118.4 7220 
Self-employed 812 28.3 SUR 77.4 2970 
Self-employment rate 54.9% 65.4% 74.0% 65.3% 40.3% 
Processing, Machining & 

Product Fabricating 

Total employed 739.8 56.1 5167 Homes 176.9 
Self-employed 56.6 4.3 5.4 IEC 2/31] 
Self-employment rate 7.6% 7.6% 15.0% 13.6% 13.1% 
Construction 
Total employed 249.4 26.8 PLAT 88.9 113.4 
Self-employed Sono 7.4 6.4 2572 42.7 
Self-employment rate 34.2% WSK BAK 28.3% 37.6% 
Transport Equipment Operating 
Total employed NOM Nk 21.9 18.6 SOI 20 
Self-employed Oil 4.2 aS) 1572 1250) 
Self-employment rate 14.5% 19.3% 19.0% 25) 170 17.7% 
Material Handling and Other Crafts 
Total employed 208.0 Ie 7 42.9 57.8 
Self-employed TS 0.6 vs 8) 4.1 
Self-employment rate 3.6% 52270 2.4% 3.5% 7.0% 
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Table 20 
Average 1995 earnings of self-employed and paid workers, by province, (job tenure at least 16 months, excluding 
those with negative earnings) — 


Self-employed 
Employees Total Own account Employers Total Own account Employers 
($’s) (As a % of employee earnings) 

Canada $ 33,700 $ 30,800 $ 22,900 $ 41,000 91.4 68.0 121.9 
Newfoundland 315320 233190 16,173 27,832 74.0 51.6 88.8 
Prince Edward Island 252308 24,685 16,668 35230 96.6 65.2 130.6 
Nova Scotia 29,290 24,724 14,340 35,880 84.4 49.0 1225 
New Brunswick 30,011 27,454 16,410 37,595 STS 54.7 12573 
Quebec 31892 215523 20,947 35,838 85.8 65.8 LDS 
Ontario 35,449 S5,218 27,463 45,402 9973 USS 128.1 
Manitoba 297723 27,680 18,597 38,750 93.1 62.6 130.4 
Saskatchewan 295912 26,106 19,662 36,396 87.3 65% 12307 
Alberta 32511 Pa es: 19,661 37,896 83.4 60.5 116.6 
British Columbia 36,250 32,489 21,978 45,576 89.6 60.6 (2557 
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Table 21 
Average earnings by class of worker, age and highest level of education, Canada, 1995 


Highest level of education attained 


0-8 Some High school Some post Post secondary University 
years secondary graduate secondary certificate graduate 
($) 
Age Class of worker 
15+ Employees 26,100 26,900 29,800 28,000 33,600 47,200 
Self-employed 21,200 21,500 25,000 28,400 27,600 51,800 
SE, own account 16,800 16,300 19,300 19,500 23,200 36,700 
SE, employer 27,900 30,500 32,200 42,600 33,700 66,300 
15-24 Employees 13,200 11,500 17,400 12,800 19,900 ~ 20,400 
Self-employed -- 2,900 10,300 -- 13,400 -- 
SE, own account -- 2,900 -- -- 12,500 . -- 
SE, employer -- -- -- == -- == 
25-29 Employees 14,600 24,700 25,700 24,800 28,600 33,300 
Self-employed -- 16,500 21,400 22,000 25,200 28,700 
SE, own account -- -- 16,400 -- 20,000 23,200 
SE, employer -- -- 33,000 -- 32,000 37,500 
30-34 Employees 23,800 28,000 28,800 29,900 33,500 39,800 
Self-employed -- 21,300 20,700 24,800 29,600 42,000 
SE, own account -- 18,700 17,600 22,100 27,300 34,200 
SE, employer -- -- 25,900 -- 33,800 50,200 
35-39 Employees 22,300 31,200 31,100 33,400 355 OW) 51,500 
Self-employed 20,500 26,000 28,400 28,900 29,800 50,700 
SE, own account -- 20,900 22,900 18,500 24,900 31,000 
SE, employer -- 33,100 34,200 -- 37,200 70,000 
40-44 Employees 29,500 30,500 33,100 35,200 35,900 52,100 
Self-employed 14,300 21,300 26,200 30,000 27,700 52,000 
SE, own account 9,700 18,200 20,400 21,000 20,900 37,100 
SE, employer -- 23,700 32,900 46,800 35,500 67,200 
45-49 Employees 27,300 30,500 33,600 36,700 38,500 53,300 
Self-employed 26,700 26,800 26,900 36,600 26,600 61,100 
SE, own account 19,400 22,300 25,900 22,100 24,700 46,100 
SE, employer 30,500 35,000 27,900 49,600 29,200 71,600 
50-54 Employees 27,300 31,200 35,600 39,900 37,000 55,800 
Self-employed 24,900 27,200 24,200 25,600 32,500 76,500 
SE, own account 20,900 16,700 18,500 16,400 24,900 54,700 
SE, employer 28,700 46,000 32,200 = 40,800 101,400 
56 Employees 26,500 30,500 30,400 35,200 34,000 57,000 
Self-employed 19,500 21,500 28,300 32,400 26,700 43,300 
SE, own account 15,400 17,300 15,300 26,600 19,800 26,400 
SE, employer 28,000 27,000 40,600 37,900 28,500 56,500 
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